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Among the many invaluable documents held in the Cornell 
Joyce Collection are two untitled, undated notebooks, cata-
logued as Cornell MSS 38 and 63.2 In these lined, half-cloth, 

marble-edged, 19.8 x 16.7 centimeter books, Joyce recorded 138 
pages of mostly legible longhand notes, divided into eight sec-
tions, each with its own title page: “Banking,” “Commercial Law,” 
“Clerical Work,” “Insurance,” “The Stock Exchange,” “Shipping,” 
“Advertising,” and “Trade.” Although they have been widely avail-
able for nearly four decades, since they were published as the “Notes 
on Business and Commerce” in the James Joyce Archive (JJA 3:474–617), 
these notes have received almost no critical attention. This is perhaps 
unsurprising, given their subject matter. While there are those who 
aspire to meet Joyce’s famous demand of his reader—“that he should 
devote his whole life to reading my works” (JJII 703)—life’s prover-
bial brevity may rule out work that has been attributed to Joyce’s half-
year employment as a bank clerk in his mid-twenties (preface to JJA 
3:vii). Yet a closer look at the notebooks shows that they may be worth 
the effort. Certainly they have been misunderstood. They were not, 
as has long been supposed, created by Joyce in connection with Nast-
Kolb and Schumacher, the bank where he worked from August 1906 
to February 1907. The identification of the sources for his notes shows 
that they were in fact written much later—certainly after Dubliners 
was completed, possibly after A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man 
began to appear in the Egoist, and possibly even after Joyce had writ-
ten the early episodes of Ulysses. And when we find that Joyce indeed 
made use of them for this later novel, we are reminded that it “was 
not only in Skeat that he found words for his treasure-house” (SH 
30) and remember once again how wary we must be of thinking that 
anything in Joyce’s life can be fully separated from his fiction.3
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“Rectification of the Anachronism
Involved in Assigning the Date”

In 2006, Elisabetta d’Erme referred in passing to Joyce’s “Trieste 
1906 copybook on ‘Banking,’”4 and it is interesting to trace the 
genesis of this apparently straightforward dating, for it has been 
repeated every time the “Notes on Business and Commerce” have 
been mentioned in print. In his 1995 study The Economy of “Ulysses,” 
Mark Osteen states that, while “Joyce was less than brilliant in the 
banking business,” he nevertheless “tried to succeed, filling an entire 
notebook with notes on banking and commerce, carefully writing 
each term on the left and its definition on the right.”5 His explanation 
follows Franco Onorati’s still more vivid account in the essay “Bank 
Clerk in Rome”:

Joyce had not taken his new job lightly: during the two months of nego-
tiations with Nast-Kolb and Schumacher he had tried hard to make good 
his lack of specific experience in banking. His preparation could not 
have been more thorough: it is documented by two notebooks he wrote 
in long hand in Trieste between May and July, obviously based on a care-
ful study of the most up-to-date publications on the subject.6

Onorati does not explain how he has reached this precise dating; it is 
presumably calculated from the comments of Richard Ellmann, who 
says that Joyce applied for the job “early in May” 1906 and arrived in 
Rome on 31 July (JJII 222, 224). Yet through these biographical touch-
es, Onorati and Osteen only elaborate upon the received account of 
the “Notes on Business and Commerce.” This was popularized by 
Hans Walter Gabler in the preface to the third volume of the 1979 
James Joyce Archive, in which he states that with these notes Joyce 
“methodically familiarized himself with the idiolects of the world 
of commerce which he joined for a while as a bank clerk in Rome in 
1907” (JJA 3:vii). Gabler, meanwhile, has simply passed on the attribu-
tion originally made by Robert E. Scholes in his 1961 catalog of the 
Cornell Joyce Collection: “This book reveals the industry and thor-
oughness with which James Joyce tried to master the banking trade.”7

We can understand why Scholes first drew this conclusion. The 
first section of the Cornell MS 38 is headed “Banking,” and in the 
pages that follow Joyce provides details of the etymology of the term, 
the history of the practice, and the establishment of the first bank 
charter. It might have been asked just what kind of banking position 
the writer aspired to, given that the seven subsequent sections are 
on entirely unrelated subjects; Onorati comes close to this question 
but takes the complication as confirmation, finding the diversity of 
Joyce’s notes to indicate “the extraordinarily professional conscience 
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of the candidate to a banking career” (28). Joyce’s own references to 
this career, however, do not seem especially conscientious. He started 
in the Italian correspondence department and wrote to Stanislaus on 
7 August 1906 that “[t]he work is very easy and mechanical” (LettersII 
145). The following month he was moved to the reception room and 
was not much busier: “Have a desk and lamp all to myself and not at 
all much to do” (LettersII 159). By October, he confessed that he was 
“constantly making the most absurd mistakes here, knowing damn 
all about banking business,” and in January admitted that he would 
“never be a model bank clerk” (LettersII 181, 205). And so, in February 
1907, after little more than six months at the bank, he abandoned his 
post, declaring, “I have no ‘carriera’ before me in commerce” (LettersII 
215).

If Joyce’s letters do not reveal a man trying to “master the banking 
trade,” Scholes must have proceeded from other biographical pre-
conceptions, for, while his use of squared brackets indicates that the 
1906–1907 dating is “presumed to be accurate, derived from reliable 
internal evidence” (xii), there are details within the notebooks that 
immediately call the dates into question. In the “Trade” section, Joyce 
notes that “[s]ince 1909 distress assimilated to execution” (Cornell 
63:11, JJA 3:616). We find a similar reference in the “Advertising” 
section—“Financial Times 300 M subscribed in resp to prospectus in 
1909” (Cornell 38:267, JJA 3:609),8 and in “Clerical Work” he records 
a still later date, with his example of the duration of a clerk’s yearly 
engagement: “21 Feb 1910—20 Feb 1911” (Cornell 38:93, JJA 3:521). 
Scholes cannot be expected to have scrutinized every line, given the 
scale of his task in cataloguing the Cornell Joyce Collection, and, if 
the Rome dating could have been brought into question by a more 
careful review of these notes, such a reading was no doubt discour-
aged by the Rome dating, which effectively wrote them out of Joyce’s 
genetic corpus. In any case, if the content of the “Notes on Business 
and Commerce” suggests that they were written no earlier than 1910 
(otherwise “[s]ince 1909” makes little sense), and quite possibly after 
February 1911, the latest date Joyce records, the identification of his 
sources allows us to disprove the Rome dating quite definitively.

Joyce’s notes were taken from nine popular commercial guides, 
published in London by Isaac Pitman and Sons, listed in table 1, 
below.
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Table 1. Joyce’s Sources for the
“Notes on Business and Commerce”

Section Title Source

Banking J. P. Gandy, The Elements of Banking: A Guide 
to the Principles and Practice of Banking9

Commercial Law A. H. Douglas, The Elements of Commercial 
Law10

Clerical Work (pp. 
47-60)

Clerical work (pp. 
60-62)

Edward A. Cope, Clerks: Their Rights and 
Obligations. A Complete Guide for the Clerical 
Worker11

Hélène Reinherz, Business Methods and 
Secretarial Work for Girls and Women12

Insurance J. Alfred Eke, The Elements of Insurance: A 
Guide to the Principles and Practice of Accident, 
Fire, Marine, and Life Insurance13

Shipping Arnold Hall and Frank Heywood, Shipping: 
A Guide to the Routine in Connection with the 
Shipment of Goods and the Clearance of Vessels 
Inwards and Outwards14

The Stock Exchange A. Emil Davies, The Money and the Stock and 
Share Markets15

Advertising Howard Bridgewater, Advertising, or, The Art 
of Making Known: A Simple Exposition of the 
Principles of Advertising16

Trade Lawrence Duckworth, The Law Relating to 
Trade Customs, Marks, Secrets, Restraints, 
Agencies, Partnership, Illicit Commissions, Fair 
Comment, etc. etc.17

These are popular, non-specialist books, “intended to serve the pur-
pose of an introduction to the particular subject treated, and also to 
meet the requirements of those who do not wish to gain more than a 
slight but useful knowledge of the subject,” according to Bridgewater 
(12). All are part of the Pitman’s Practical Primers series, with the 
exception of Cope’s Clerks and Duckworth’s The Law Relating to Trade, 
which were published under Pitman’s Modern Library of Practical 
Information, and Reinherz’s Business Methods and Secretarial Work for 
Girls and Women, which stood alone. The distinctions between the 
different series seem to have been solely promotional: priced at a shil-
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ling each, these clothbound books are similar in scope and presenta-
tion, the only discernible difference being that the Pitman’s Modern 
Library titles are printed in foolscap rather than crown octavo.

D’Erme presumes that Joyce’s sources “must still have been 
Victorian ones” (98), but this turns out not to be the case; while none 
of these books are dated, contemporary records allow us to make a 
fair estimation. All nine titles are held in the British Library and still 
bear their original “received” stamps from the British Museum. Of 
course, these stamps give us only the latest possible date for each 
title, but contemporary journal references confirm the accuracy of 
the British Library’s records. For instance, the December 1909 issue 
of The Economic Bulletin includes Eke’s The Elements of Insurance in 
a list of “[r]ecent [p]ublications . . . [p]ublished principally since 
August 1, 1909.”18 This book was stamped by the British Museum 
on 1 September 1909, suggesting that the copy was received within a 
month of publication. Davies’s The Money was received by the British 
Museum on 17 July 1909 and is listed in The Economic Bulletin with 
books published after 1 May of that year.19 Bridgewater’s Advertising, 
stamped by the British Museum on 8 June 1910, is included with 
books “[p]ublished principally since May 1, 1910”—again suggesting 
that it was received by the British Museum within a month or so of 
publication.20

Table 2 gives the stamp date for each title, along with the earliest 
journal reference to that title that I have been able to find.

Table 2. Dating the Sources of the
“Notes on Business and Commerce”

Section Title Source British 
Museum 
Stamp

Earliest 
Found Journal 
Reference

Banking Gandy, The 
Elements of 
Banking

25 August 1909 Journal of 
Political 
Economy, 17 
(November 
1909), 661

Commercial 
Law

Douglas, The 
Elements of 
Commercial Law

2 July 1909 Publisher’s 
Weekly, 76 
(1909), 293

Clerical Work Cope, Clerks 30 July 1910 No Reference 
Found
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Clerical Work Reinherz, 
Business 
Methods and 
Secretarial Work

27 April 1912 No  Reference 
Found

Insurance Eke, The 
Elements of 
Insurance

1 September 
1909

The Economic 
Bulletin, 2 
(December 
1909), 428

Shipping Hall and 
Heywood,  
Shipping

21 August 1909 Journal of 
Political 
Economy, 17 
(October 1909), 
585

The Stock 
Exchange

Davies, The 
Money

17 July 1909 The Economic  
Bulletin, 2 
(September 
1909), 299

Advertising Bridgewater, 
Advertising

8 June 1910 The Economic 
Bulletin, 3 
(September 
1910), 333

Trade Duckworth, 
The Law 
Relating to 
Trade

11 October 
1910

Journal of 
Political 
Economy, 18 
(December 
1910), 850

Assuming, then, that the British Museum stamps are accurate at least 
to the year, we can see that five of Joyce’s sources were published in 
1909, three in 1910, and one in the first quarter of 1912—evidently now 
the earliest date that these notes could have been completed. Joyce 
does not annotate these books in the order that they were published, 
and since his first two sections are taken from sources published in 
1909, it is possible that he started the notebook at the earlier time. 
This, however, seems very unlikely. With one exception (described 
below), the eight sections of the “Notes on Business and Commerce” 
were clearly written sequentially without subsequent revisions or 
additions. We know, then, that Joyce had only completed two of his 
eight sections when he began in 1912 to annotate Reinherz’s Business 
Methods and Secretarial Work for his “Clerical Work” section. It is not 
impossible that he had finished the previous two sections earlier and 
resumed his annotation after a hiatus; it would not be the only time 
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in this period that he returned to continue an older notebook.21 There 
are, though, no major changes in the pattern of annotation between 
these sections (discussed below), nor in the handwriting, size, or ink 
used for his notes, suggesting that they were written over a relatively 
short space of time. Furthermore, while these notes are consistently 
less neat towards the end of each section, and often less thorough—
presumably as Joyce hurries on to his next source—it is only at the 
ending of the “Notes on Business and Commerce” that he appears 
really to have rushed to finish. The last two sections, “Advertising” 
and “Trade,” are by far the shortest and by far the least legible; by the 
final section, Joyce is condensing whole chapters into single notes. 
This suggests that there was no earlier intended “end” to the note-
book and thus brings the earliest likely date of annotation forward 
to 1912.

The latest possible date can also be calculated, due to certain 
geographical references made within the notes. In The Elements of 
Commercial Law, Douglas describes the British legal status of changes 
in foreign laws, using France as an example (47). When Joyce 
annotates this passage, he alters Douglas’s example to a “change 
in Austrian law” (Cornell 38:69, JJA 3:509), implying that at least 
the third section of the “Notes on Business and Commerce” was 
transcribed while he was in Trieste, since Austrian law would not 
otherwise be of any particular relevance. The implication is all but 
confirmed two pages from the end of the notebook, where he notes 
in relation to literary copyright, “Austria not in Copyright Union” 
(Cornell 63:9, JJA 3:615). When read against the corresponding pas-
sage in Duckworth’s The Law Relating to Trade (97), this note shows 
that Joyce has specifically chosen Austria from eleven countries listed 
as outside of the Copyright Union and left out altogether the sixteen 
nations listed as being within the union, including France, Italy, and 
Switzerland, the other countries in which he spent the majority of his 
adult life. It seems fair to assume, then, that Joyce took these notes 
while in Trieste, which means that he completed them either before 
June 1915, when he left for Zurich, or, less likely, in the short period 
between October 1919 and July 1920, when he returned to the city 
before setting off again for Paris.

This gives us a date range of 1912–1915 or 1919–1920, so it is no 
longer impossible to imagine that Joyce compiled these notes with 
Ulysses in mind. One of the more striking features of the novel is its 
material emphasis: its movement from Stephen’s lofty self-absorption 
to Bloom’s worldly business-mindedness and its portrayal of innu-
merable aspects of Dublin’s civic life. It is not inconceivable that Joyce 
may have researched important aspects of business and commerce 
in order to support this development. Advertising is of obvious rele-
vance, and it is no surprise that this is the one section of the notebooks 
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to have attracted early critical speculation by, for instance, Onorati 
(28-29) and Osteen (111, 124, 140). But the other business practices 
researched here also have some presence within the novel. We know 
that Bloom is supposed to have had some involvement in insurance, 
however “confused” he may seem in Barney Kiernan’s pub, “muck-
ing it up about mortgagor under the act” (U 12.770, 770–71); he also 
has some interest in the stock market, as shown by his “certificate 
of possession of £900, Canadian 4% (inscribed) government stock 
(free of stamp duty)” (U 17.1864–65). If, however, these notes were 
intended for Ulysses, it was a Ulysses that was very hazily conceived. 
The thoroughness of Joyce’s annotations of the Pitman’s texts will 
be discussed in detail, but it must be said that he ignores much from 
his sources that would seem to have been of irresistible relevance 
were he very far into his novel. It seems unlikely, for example, that 
Joyce would not have seen at least potential use in Bridgewater’s 
reference to the Irish advertising market, and the long section on the 
disreputable origins of the “Bill-posting Industry” (55, 73)—com-
pletely ignored by Joyce—would surely have seemed relevant for his 
portrayal of the “[w]orst man in Dublin,” Boylan “the billsticker” (U 
6.202, 16.199).

We may discount, then, the nine months that Joyce spent in Trieste 
after the war. With his ongoing financial worries, Ulysses was by then 
his main preoccupation: he started and finished the “Nausicaa” and 
“Oxen of the Sun” episodes in this time, estimating that the latter cost 
him “about 1000 hours’ work” (LettersI 141). If the notebooks were 
intended to furnish material for the novel, we would expect the notes 
more obviously to reflect that purpose, and it cannot be supposed that 
he would have found the time or inclination to embark on an entirely 
different project. Even his weekly six hours of teaching seem to have 
been unendurable, as he explained to Ezra Pound in June 1920: “This 
I shall resign as it wastes my time and my nerves” (LettersII 468). 
We are therefore left with a probable date range of 1912–1915 for the 
notes, between the publication of Reinherz’s Business Methods and 
Secretarial Work and Joyce’s departure from Trieste.

We can narrow this down still further if we take into account 
Joyce’s activities during this period. 1912 was a busy year and a frus-
trating one. The first quarter seems to have been leisurely enough, as 
he prepared and delivered his lectures on Daniel Defoe and William 
Blake at the Università Popolare in Trieste,22 but by April, when 
Reinherz’s book would have been available, he was occupied with 
his ultimately fruitless scheme to begin teaching in an Italian pri-
vate school. He took his exams in Padua from 24–26 of that month 
but, according to John McCourt, was informed in August that his 
Dublin degree would not be recognized in Italy (180-81, JJII 321-22). 
Meanwhile, he had pursued Nora to Ireland, there engaging himself 
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in his desperate and unsuccessful struggle with George Roberts over 
the publication of Dubliners. Returning to Trieste in mid-September, 
Joyce found new lodgings (“have been very busy shifting my furni-
ture &c”—LettersII 321) and began work on the twelve Hamlet lectures 
that were to occupy him from 11 November 1912 to 10 February 1913, 
as noted by McCourt (192).

Very little correspondence survives from 1913. In the final months 
of the year, Joyce received unexpected letters from Grant Richards 
and Pound, which ultimately led to the publication of Dubliners 
and the serial publication of A Portrait the following year. Before 
this breakthrough, however, Joyce’s literary career could not have 
looked promising, and he had set about improving his situation 
in Trieste. Around the start of the year, he expressed his cautious 
willingness to “teach the sons of bitches broken English” at another 
commercial school (LettersII 322), and in July 1913 McCourt writes 
that he was officially appointed at La Scuola Superiore di Commercio 
“Revoltella” to teach the “English language and English commer-
cial correspondence” (207). We do not know how much work Joyce 
would have had to do to prepare himself for this teaching, but this 
seems to be the likeliest period during which he would have had the 
time, means, and disposition for the annotations in the “Notes on 
Business and Commerce.” As McCourt has revealed, Joyce picked up 
a curriculum that taught English through “narratives and dialogues 
concerning business and commercial dealings,” offering students 
“the opportunity to learn commercial English terms and expressions 
but also to get a broad knowledge of England’s world trade” (208).23 
The Pitman’s primers are just the kind of books that would have been 
available to Joyce and his students, since they were explicitly mar-
keted as “suitable for use in evening schools and classes,” according 
to Catalogue B in Bridgewater’s book (??).

From the start of 1914, by contrast, Joyce was greatly occupied 
with his writing. In mid-January, he sent his final revision of the first 
chapter of A Portrait to Pound; at the end of the month, Richards 
agreed to publish Dubliners, which appeared on 15 June (JJII 350). 
Joyce meanwhile wrote Exiles, and by June 1915 he was into the 
third chapter of Ulysses (JJII 383). In this period of creative produc-
tivity—his “annus mirabilis” (JJII 353)—his teaching career suffered. 
After successfully completing his first academic year at the Scuola 
“Revoltella,” he found himself suspended in September 1914 due 
to political complications. He was allowed to return only in March 
1915, but McCourt writes that his new tenure was short-lived, since 
the school was closed in June of that year (242-43). Taking all of this 
into account, 1913—the year in which he began the job at the Scuola 
“Revoltella”—remains the likeliest year of composition, although the 
notes could have been written any time before June 1915.
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In either case, what is certain is that these are not the jottings of 
a failed banker. It might be claimed that they are those of a failed 
teacher, and this may not seem a very important distinction. But there 
is a key difference in Joyce‘s self-conception as a writer between his 
time in Rome in 1906-1907 and his time in Trieste in 1912-1915. In 
Rome, he could assert to his brother Stanislaus that “[i]t is impossible 
for me to write anything in my present circumstances” since “my 
imagination is starved” (LettersII 183). In Trieste, by contrast, for all of 
the frustrations he faced, Joyce was perfecting new ways of narrativ-
izing the material world and was at last finding some international 
recognition for his work. Whatever their original purpose, the “Notes 
on Business and Commerce” record the workings of an author rising 
to the heights of his creativity, and, as such, they warrant more care-
ful analysis.

“Going into the Minutiae of the Business”

Joyce generally only uses the rectos for his annotations, numbering 
them sequentially. He once misses a number in his pagination, going 
straight from 34 to 36 (Cornell 38:71–73, JJA 3:510–11), and he once 
adds an unnumbered verso page to his “Insurance” notes (Cornell 
38:168, JJA 3:559). Space on the recto is rarely wasted: lines are only 
left blank when Joyce finishes a section, at which point he starts 
afresh on the next blank recto. Only once does he go back to make 
use of this space. At the end of the “Commercial Law” section, he 
includes fifteen lines of unrelated notes, indicating with correspond-
ing page references that he is adding to “Insurance,” the next section 
but one (Cornell 38:163, JJA 3:559). (There is insufficient space at the 
end of the intervening “Clerical Work” section.) These lines annotate 
a passage Joyce had originally ignored from Eke’s The Elements of 
Insurance. Having finished a thorough annotation of chapter XIII 
(“Fire Insurance”), Joyce initially skips the first five pages of chapter 
XIV (“Life Assurance”), picking up Eke’s account mid-page, and 
practically mid-paragraph. He continues to annotate sequentially 
from this point but adds “vide p. 45” in superscript, referring back to 
the filled-in passage at the end of “Commercial Law.” Since his hand-
writing appears particularly rushed at this point, he was presumably 
attempting to hurry through Eke, before deciding that this particular 
passage should not be omitted.

For a good part of these notes, Joyce annotates his sources from 
front to back, with his subheadings roughly following their chapters 
and subchapters: “Commercial Law,” “Shipping,” and “Advertising” 
all proceed in this manner. “Insurance” too is mostly sequential, apart 
from the late addition described above. Joyce, however, also shows 
a marked countertendency to disrupt this methodical approach. 
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The first twelve pages of “Clerical Work” annotate Cope’s Clerks 
in order, but in the last two pages he skips from chapter XII to XIV 
(“Miscellaneous Points”), working through that chapter backwards, 
before taking final notes from the penultimate chapter XV (Cornell 
38:117–19, JJA 3:533–34). In “The Stock Exchange,” he annotates 
chapters II to IV of Davies’s The Money sequentially and then, on the 
tenth page of his notes, turns abruptly to the last page of the book 
and annotates the glossary in reverse order (Cornell 38:241–43, JJA 
3:596–97). At this point, he turns back to chapter XII before resuming 
his annotation of chapters V through XI in order (Cornell 38:249–55, 
JJA 3:600–03). “Banking” and “Trade” are more disordered still. The 
first five chapters of Gandy’s The Elements of Banking are annotated in 
order, but then—again on the tenth page—Joyce skips from the end of 
chapter V to XVIII, back to XV and XVI, back again to VIII and then 
VII, forward again to XVII, and back through XIII, X, IX, and XII. He 
similarly annotates the first five chapters of Duckworth’s The Law 
Relating to Trade in order but then skips to chapter VII, moves on again 
to the final chapters XIV–XV, goes back to XIII and XII, and concludes 
the section with chapter VIII.

This seemingly haphazard approach does not appear to be related 
to the content of the sources, following no obvious connections 
between distinct chapters. Since Joyce’s linear method tends to waver 
around halfway through the section he is annotating, it may simply 
reflect restlessness. In any case, one way or the other, Joyce attains 
comprehensiveness, covering the majority of his sources’ chapters. 
In “Commercial Law,” he tends to lay out the main points of a 
subchapter, then goes back and provides a more detailed note for 
each point. The “Shipping” section is obviously rushed, particularly 
towards the end: by page 108 (Cornell 38:215, JJA 3:583), the scruffi-
ness of his writing means that he is taking only two to four words per 
line, compared to the five to nine words typical of these notebooks. 
Yet even here he is not careless: at least twice in the section, Joyce 
actively turns back to an earlier page in Hall and Heywood to fill in 
details for particular subsections (Cornell 38:175, 191, JJA 3:563, 571). 
It is only towards the end of the “Notes on Business and Commerce” 
that Joyce’s notes appear less conscientious. In the final part of the 
sixth section, “The Stock Exchange,” he lists four of the ten kinds of 
trustee stocks described by Davies but deals with the last six under 
the impatient category “Others” (Cornell 38:249, JJA 3:600). By the 
time he gets to his final section, “Trade,” Joyce’s annotations are too 
brief to be comprehensive, condensing 115 pages from his source into 
just six pages of notes.

For the most part, then, these notes are thorough, but they are not 
entirely free from inaccuracy. In some cases, these are simple errors. In 
“Commercial Law,” Joyce begins an accurate annotation of Douglas’s 
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The Elements of Commercial Law: “fructus industriales not interest 
in land (e.g. growing potatoes: turnips)” (Cornell 38:49, JJA 3:499). 
Where Douglas goes on to define the contrasting “fructus naturales” 
(13), however, Joyce accidentally repeats the earlier term (Cornell 
38:49, JJA 3:499). Two pages later, he turns Douglas’s “Carbolic Smoke 
Ball” (17) into a “Carbolic Soap Ball” (Cornell 38:53, JJA 3:501). At 
other times, Joyce consciously sacrifices strict numerical accuracy for 
the sake of brevity: Davies’s “between £30,000,000 and £40,000,000” 
(15) becomes “35 M” (Cornell 38:225, JJA 3:588); Douglas’s “forty 
fortnightly parts” (14) becomes “13 instalments” (Cornell 38:51, JJA 
3:500); and Eke’s “£6 4s” (112) becomes “6 gns,” gaining two shillings 
in the process (Cornell 38:89, JJA 3:519).

Other alterations tell us more, even if only about Joyce’s favored 
terminology. He refers to Americans as “Yankees” in “The Stock 
Exchange” (Cornell 38:239, JJA 3:595), introduces “fire-dogs” (Cornell 
38:265, JJA 3:608) in inverted commas as a synonym for Bridgewater’s 
“andirons” (48), and favors “victoria” (Cornell 38:81, JJA 3:515) over 
Douglas’s “brougham” (83), although it is the latter term that he uses 
in “Circe” (U 15.1027). Elsewhere he adds phrases that he also uses 
in Ulysses. In “Clerical Work,” he introduces the phrase “odd jobs” 
(Cornell 38:115, JJA 3:532), also given to Stephen in the “Telemachus” 
episode: “I am a servant of two masters, Stephen said, an English and 
an Italian. . . . And a third, Stephen said, there is who wants me for 
odd jobs” (U 1.638–41). In the same section, Joyce refers to a solici-
tor being “struck off the rolls” (Cornell 38:99, JJA 3:524), although 
this is not Cope’s phrase or even implication (25); Bloom uses this in 
“Hades” to describe the erstwhile solicitor who has fallen to selling 
bootlaces (U 6.229–32). These are common enough phrases, to be sure, 
but it is interesting to observe that they were a regular part of Joyce’s 
register and to see how he employs them in different contexts.

Other changes show Joyce’s prior understanding of the practices 
he was researching. In the “Insurance” section, he notes from Eke 
the approximate cost of baggage insurance, adding his own com-
ment, “[r]ates rather high” (Cornell 38:145, JJA 3:547). In the same 
section, he lists exceptions to fire insurance: “specie & securities: 
Force Majeure. Spontaneous Combustion” (Cornell 38:153, JJA 3:551). 
Force majeure, as a term used in insurance and other contracts, is not 
especially arcane, but it is Joyce’s addition; Eke gives only the long-
winded explanation that “an exception is made where loss or damage 
occurs as a result of conditions which are quite beyond the power 
of human control” (101). In “Banking,” Joyce summarizes a passage 
from Gandy’s The Elements of Banking—“Country Notes: allowed 
up to £100”—and adds “(never seen in London)” (Cornell 38:7, JJA 
3:478). This does not appear in Gandy’s text and is presumably Joyce’s 
observation regarding his own limited experience. Abbreviations for 
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shipping terminology show some familiarity with that industry: he 
uses “fob” for “free on board,” “cif” for “cost, insurance, and freight,” 
“s/s” for “steamship,” “B/L” for “bill of lading,” and “F. P. A.” for 
“free of particular average” (Cornell 38:173, 177, JJA 3:562, 564). Since 
he does not explain these abbreviations within the notes, we must 
assume that he was not using them here for the first time; even before 
he began to annotate Hall and Heywood’s Shipping, he was using his 
own abbreviations for “bills of lading” and “marine insurance” in the 
“Commercial Law” section (Cornell 38:75, JJA 3:512).

Joyce makes one alteration that is harder to understand. In 
“Commercial Law,” he includes a lengthy note regarding a particular 
legal case: “Agius contracted to supply coal to Wilson Line & ordered 
supply from Colliery for this purpose. Latter did not deliver: boat 
delayed: W.L. claimed against Agius who laid claim before Colliery” 
(Cornell 38:87, JJA 3:518). He goes on to annotate Douglas’s account of 
the case in full, but what is interesting is that the detail of the famous 
British shipping firm “Wilson Line” is again Joyce’s own addition: 
Douglas refers only to “a firm of shipowners” (88). We might take this 
to indicate Joyce’s preference for the concrete, if it were not for the fact 
that he has at the same time omitted from Douglas the proper name of 
the defendant, “Great Western Colliery Co” (88). It is more likely that 
he has simply added a well-known company as an example in order 
to clarify the source material, for it must be said that Douglas makes 
it hard to follow the details of the case, heaping “plaintiff,” “defen-
dant,” and “shipowner” one upon the other. Still, the fact that Joyce 
was willing to distort the details of the case for the sake of clarity 
perhaps again suggests that these notes were not originally intended 
to furnish historical material for Ulysses.

Yet it is in Ulysses that they appear. I have elsewhere discussed 
Joyce’s use of the “Advertising” section for his representation of 
Bloom;24 a full account of his employment of the “Notes on Business 
and Commerce” in Ulysses will be a study in itself. But here are a 
few examples by way of conclusion. In the “Eumaeus” episode, D. 
B. Murphy explains his arrival in Dublin: “We come up this morn-
ing eleven o’clock. The threemaster Rosevean from Bridgwater with 
bricks. I shipped to get over. Paid off this afternoon. There’s my dis-
charge. See? D. B. Murphy. A. B. S.” (U 16.450–52). As tall as many of 
Murphy’s tales may be, terms such as “[p]aid off” and “discharge” 
seem plausible enough in the mouth of the seaman, and Joyce 
appears to have referred to his “Shipping” notes to find them: there 
we see two subsequent entries headed “Paying Off” and “Discharge 
Book,” the latter “[g]iven to A.B.S. by B. Trade” (Cornell 38:199–201, 
JJA 3:575–56).

In The Law Relating to Trade, Duckworth writes that even if “a writer 
has a bonâ fide belief that he is publishing what is true, that is no 
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answer to an action for libel” (81), and Joyce condenses this to “truth 
no excuse in libel action,” before adding the more accurate “belief in” 
before “truth” in superscript (Cornell 63:11, JJA 3:616). These are, of 
course, the words Joyce interpolates for J. J. O’Molloy’s legal bluster 
regarding the “U. p: up” postcard in “Cyclops”: “the truth of a libel is 
no defence to an indictment for publishing it in the eyes of the law” 
(U 12.1048–49).

In the same episode, Bloom refers to “this insurance of poor 
Dignam’s” and attempts to explain the loophole by which he believes 
the mortgaged policy can be retrieved for Dignam’s family: “You see, 
he . . . didn’t serve any notice of the assignment on the company at 
the time and nominally under the act the mortgagee can’t recover 
on the policy” (U 12.761–64). We might expect Joyce to have referred 
to his “Insurance” notes for this terminology, but in fact he seems to 
be drawing upon the “Banking” section, where he annotates from 
Gandy’s The Elements of Banking a passage on loans against life poli-
cies. Gandy states that “[w]hen money is advanced on the security of 
a life policy it is necessary to hold the policy,” that a “deed of assign-
ment should be taken and forwarded to the company for registra-
tion,” and that “the life offices . . . will send the renewal notices to 
both the assured and the bank” (123). This is clearly the source for the 
Dignam idea, both in gist and terminology: “notice,” “assignment,” 
“company,” and “policy” are all used in the Ulysses passage.

Interestingly, Joyce’s annotation of Gandy, under the heading 
“Advances of Policies,” is far less precise: “operation protected by 
deed of assignment or by renewal notices being sent both to assured 
& bank” (Cornell 38:27, JJA 3:488). Whereas Gandy quotes “the act” 
in full (122), Joyce does not annotate this detail, perhaps suggesting 
that he referred not only to his “Banking” section for the “Cyclops” 
passage but also to the source itself. This raises the question of when 
he may have adapted these notes for the novel; to address the ques-
tion will require a fuller account of his use of these notes in Ulysses 
and further genetic analysis to identify when these phrases were 
introduced into the draft. Suffice for now to say that if Joyce knew 
“damn all about banking business” in 1906–1907, when he undertook 
this “dissipating” work in Rome (LettersII 203), he had made up for 
the deficiency by the time he came to write Ulysses. As indicated, he 
evidently annotated the Pitman’s primers sometime after 1912—quite 
possibly in connection with the Scuola “Revoltella” in 1913. But if 
his students benefited from his labor, so too did his characters, from 
Bloom to O’Molloy to Murphy, who were suffused, however so 
minutely, with the details from these notebooks.

It was clear from the start that Ulysses saw an intensification of 
Joyce’s interest in the minutiae of Dublin life. Critics have long recog-
nized that Thom’s Dublin Directory provided the outline for the shops 
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and businesses portrayed in the novel; numerous incidental sources 
for the representations have been found over the years. In reopen-
ing the “Notes on Business and Commerce,” however, we see that 
Joyce also made use of a quite extensive body of research to fill out 
the business practices he depicts—often in passing, but nevertheless 
in a plausibly realistic manner. Reopened for analysis, the “Notes on 
Business and Commerce” offer a new archive for the detailed inves-
tigation of the way in which Joyce incorporated important aspects of 
the business world into his work.

NOTES

1 An earlier draft of this article was published as “Reconsidering Joyce’s 
‘Notes on Business and Commerce,’” Genetic Joyce Studies, 12 (2012). I am 
grateful for permission to republish.

2 Further references to these notebooks will be cited parenthetically in the 
text as Cornell 38 and Cornell 63.

3 Skeat’s Etymological Dictionary of the English Language was published by 
the Clarendon Press in Oxford in several different editions by Walter W. 
Skeat, and it was an important source for James Joyce—see Gregory M. 
Downing, “Skeat and Joyce: A Garner of Words,” Dictionaries: A Journal of the 
Dictionary Society of North America, 18 (1997), 33-65.
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Further references will be cited parenthetically in the text.

5 Mark Osteen, The Economy of “Ulysses”: Making Both Ends Meet (New 
York: Syracuse Univ. Press, 1995), p. 13. Further references will be cited par-
enthetically in the text.

6 Franco Onorati, “Bank Clerk in Rome,” Joyce in Rome: The Genesis of 
“Ulysses,” ed. Giorgio Melchiori (Rome: Bulzoni Editore, 1984), p. 27. Further 
references will be cited parenthetically in the text.

7 Robert E. Scholes, The Cornell Joyce Collection: A Catalogue (New York: 
Cornell Univ. Press, 1961), p. 17. Further references will be cited parentheti-
cally in the text.

8 I am grateful to Ronan Crowley for his sharp eye in spotting this detail.
9 J. P. Gandy, The Elements of Banking: A Guide to the Principles and Practice 

of Banking (London: Pitman, n.d.). Further references will be cited parentheti-
cally in the text.

10 A. H. Douglas, The Elements of Commercial Law (London: Pitman, n.d.). 
Further references will be cited parenthetically in the text.

11 Edward A. Cope, Clerks: Their Rights and Obligations: A Complete Guide 
for the Clerical Worker (London: Pitman, n.d.). Further references will be cited 
parenthetically in the text.

12 Hélène Reinherz, Business Methods and Secretarial Work for Girls and 
Women (London: Pitman, n.d.). Digitalized copies of this book show that 
subsequent editions were published under the name Helen Reynard, reflect-
ing her Anglicization of the German family name at the start of World War 
I, as announced in The London Gazette (22 September 1914), 7538. The British 

Hayward_Essay2_52_3.indd   129 6/27/2017   4:12:56 PM



130

Library catalog lists the author as Helene Reynard, but the copy held there 
bears the original name Hélène Reinherz. My dating of Joyce’s annotation 
suggests that this is the edition he consulted.

13 J. A. Eke, The Elements of Insurance: A Guide to the Principles and Practice of 
Accident, Fire, Marine, and Life Insurance (London: Pitman, n.d.). Further refer-
ences will be cited parenthetically in the text. This source has been identified 
independently by Jaya Savige, as I discovered at the XXIII International James 
Joyce Symposium in Dublin in June 2012.

14 Arnold Hall and Frank Heywood, Shipping: A Guide to the Routine in 
Connection with the Shipment of Goods and the Clearance of Vessels Inwards and 
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Exposition of the Principles of Advertising (London: Pitman, n.d.). Further refer-
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Restraints, Agencies, Partnership, Illicit Commissions, Fair Comment, etc. etc. 
(London: Pitman, n.d.). Further references will be cited parenthetically in the 
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18 The Economic Bulletin, 2 (December 1909), 402.
19 The Economic Bulletin, 2 (September 1909), 279.
20 The Economic Bulletin, 3 (September 1910), 309.
21 See Luca Crispi, “A Commentary on James Joyce’s National Library of 

Ireland ‘Early Commonplace Book’: 1903–1912 (MS 36,639/02/A),” Genetic 
Joyce Studies, 9 (2009), <http://www.antwerpjamesjoycecenter.com/GJS9/
GJS9_LCrispi.htm> (accessed 27 October 2012). I am grateful to Crispi for his 
generosity in sharing his extensive knowledge of Joyce’s habits of annotation.

22 See John McCourt, The Years of Bloom: James Joyce in Trieste 1904–1920 
(Dublin: Lilliput Press, 2000), p. 179. Further references will be cited paren-
thetically in the text.

23 I am grateful to McCourt for suggesting the commercial schools as 
places where Joyce likely accessed the Pitman’s primers.

24 Matthew Hayward, “The Bloom of Advertising: Joyce’s ‘Notes on 
Business and Commerce’ and Ulysses,” Dublin James Joyce Journal, 5 (2012), 
49-65.
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