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1.0  INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1  Foreword 

Gobind Nankani 
 

Tackling multi-faceted, complex, inter-twined development challenges requires tools – 

research, policy and practice – that are broad based, inclusive and long ranging. Responses to 

the HIV/AIDS epidemic, to the growing flows of migrants, or to the challenges of climate 

change need to be well rooted in a thorough understanding and analysis of their causes on the 

one hand and consequences on the other. Many of the feasible options come from a fruitful 

dialogue across regions, academic-policy divides and disciplines. It is this latter kind of 

dialogue that the authors of this volume are trying to promote and enable.  

 

With candor and openness, this volume puts forth the challenges posed by inter-disciplinary 

research, from the clash of methods and contest for dominance to the dominant paradigms in 

each discipline and the potential for mismatched priorities. Yet it also makes a strong case for 

the strategic benefits of an inter-disciplinary research approach: holistic view, fresh and broad 

research insights, complementariness, and positive interdependence. On behalf of GDN, I 

would like to thank the authors for highlighting this important issue again and reviving it, 

supplementing the awareness with practical examples of topics that lend themselves well to 

this kind of research.  

 

As indicated in the volume, GDN as a network of social science researchers and research 

institutes from the developing and transition world has made considerable progress since its 

inception in promoting multidisciplinary research and encouraging mixed methods research to 

validate results. The recognition that perspectives from different social sciences are also 

helpful in formulating the right questions for research is widely shared. In practical situations, 

it is useful to embrace the concept of an “anchor” discipline for each project or major activity – 

whether political science, economics, sociology or other social science, based on the questions 

at hand. The use of economics as a “default” discipline, should there be doubt about what 

discipline might best be chosen, is also a favored view among many of GDN’s stakeholders, 

This is for practical reasons, especially given the emphasis GDN places on capacity building 

and training, to ensure rigor in analysis.  
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The tension between proponents of a narrower focus in terms of discipline coverage versus 

breadth in reach across social sciences will continue. This book adds valuable food for thought 

for both camps as well as a range of examples of successful inter-disciplinary research agendas 

on HIV and direct budget support from 13 low and middle income countries.  

 

1.2    Acknowledgements 

We are grateful to all the people at GDN who have facilitated the workshop on which this 

workbook is based. In particular we would like to acknowledge the valuable help of two 

Presidents of GDN:  Lyn Squire, whose initial encouragement at the St. Petersburg conference 

inspired the project and allowed us to attend the GDN workshop on Comparative Analysis in 

Beijing and, of course, President Gobind Nankarni, whose kind support, guidance and 

leadership have been greatly appreciated. We thank Aarti Khanna, Executive Assistant to the 

President, for facilitating a warm and productive visit by members of the editorial team to the 

GDN Secretariat in New Delhi. Grateful thanks are due to Ramona Angelsecu, Senior Political 

Scientist at GDN, whose encouragement, advice about policy focus, and managerial insights 

have made a real difference to the process and end product as a whole. Our sincere thanks 

extend to Dolly Rawat Singh, Projects Assistant at GDN, whose organisational skills and 

professionalism have kept this project on the proverbial rails and heading in the right direction. 

To Mithlesh Joshi, Assistant Events Coordinator, we all send our thanks for organising the 

complexities of diverse travel schedules and needs. We are grateful to Vidya Damera, Research 

Assistant, and Rajesh Sharma, Information Technology Assistant, for their kind help, patience, 

and expert interventions on the day itself. Thanks also to Emma Sherry of Capital Letters in 

Dublin for her expert copy-editing skills that contributed to the production of this manuscript. 

 

Finally, we wish to acknowledge the advice, input and ultimately pragmatic support of our two 

key sponsors, IrishAid and NZAid. Without the generous assistance of these two agencies, this 

project would quite simply not have been possible. The entire team is very grateful for their 

support, and for the confidence in the process and product which their joint backing has 

enabled. We hope that our readers will agree! 
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1.3  Contributor Biographies 

 

Akongbowa Bramwell Amadasun holds a PhD in Public Administration, a Masters Degree in 

Public Administration, in Business Administration and in Energy and Petroleum Economics; a 

Graduate Diploma in Computer Science and a Bachelor of Science Degree in Accounting. He 

is also a member of several accounting, marketing and management professional associations 
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Benson Idahosa University, Benin city, Nigeria, he is also Executive Director, Centre for 

Development Integration in Africa, Benin City, Nigeria. 

 

Emmanuel Remi Aiyede holds a PhD in Political Science and teaches at the Department of 

Political Science, University of Ibadan, Nigeria, where he directs postgraduate affairs of the 

department. He is a 2003 winner of the Award for Outstanding Research in Development on 

the theme ‘Reforms, Interest Groups and Civil Society’ organised by the Global Development 

Network (GDN). He has had wide-ranging experience in policy advocacy and interventions 

programmes in the area of governance in Africa. His research interest is in public policy and 

administration. More recently, his research efforts have been on the political economy of 

public institutions and development. In 2000, he was Visiting Fellow, Transregional Centre for 

Democratic Studies (TCDS), New School University, New York. He co-edited and co-

authored Readings in Development Policy and Capacity Building in Nigeria (2003) and 

Intergovernmental Relations in Nigeria (2004) respectively. His articles have also appeared in 

the Canadian Journal of African Studies and Development in Practice.  

 

Gloria Naumi Tahafa Talagi undertook her first degree at the University of the South Pacific, 

Fiji, in 1985. In 1994, she graduated from Griffith University, Brisbane, Australia with a 

Bachelors Degree in Commerce and in 2003 to 2004 completed postgraduate studies from 

Massey University, Palmerston North, New Zealand, majoring in Development Studies. 

Currently a Director of Talagi-Lines Consultancy offering services in accounting, taxation, 
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project reviews, design and management, she is a trainer in grant funding proposals and a tutor 

in economics and accounting at the University of the South Pacific, Niue campus.  

 

Maria Laura Alzua is an economist who works at IERAL, a think tank located in Buenos 

Aires, Argentina, which conducts research in economic issues for Latin American countries. 

She received her PhD in Boston University, Massachusetts, and her undergraduate degree in 

Universidad de Buenos Aires, Buenos Aires. Her areas of interest are labour economics and 

poverty and impact evaluation of social programmes. 

 

Syed Mohammad Ali is a development practitioner based in Lahore, Pakistan. He obtained his 

undergraduate degree from Tufts University and his Masters degree from Melbourne 

University. Since 2005, he has been affiliated with the Open Society Institute and the Central 

European University’s International Policy Fellowship programme. Ali has worked for a range 

of multilateral and bilateral development agencies and relevant line departments, as well as 

international and local NGOs. He has published several peer reviewed academic articles (for 

details refer to www.policy.hu/ali) and has written a weekly column on development in Daily 

Times (www.dailytimes.com.pk) every Tuesday for more than four years. 

 

Sohini Basu is working at the Centre for Human Development, Administrative Staff College 

of India. She has more than five years experience in the NGO sector. Before joining ASCI she 

had worked with national and international NGOS. She works primarily on gender and 

development issues. Her research interests include exploring culturally specific dynamics of 

intimate partner violence and sexual harassment, gender budgeting, and NGO partnership and 

its impact on gender equality. 

 

Cephas Lumina holds an LLB (with Merit) from the University of Zambia; an LLM from the 

University of Essex in the UK; a PhD in law from Griffith University in Australia; and an 

Advanced Diploma in International Human Rights Law from Abo Akademi University in 

Finland. He is also an Advocate of the High Court for Zambia and has over 20 years’ legal 

research, practice and teaching experience in several countries. Dr Lumina has served as a 

consultant to various regional and international organisations. He is currently a Visiting 



 9

Professor at the Raoul Wallenberg Institute of Human Rights and Humanitarian Law, Lund 

University, Sweden. 

 

Chigozie Jesse Uneke was born in 1973 in Nigeria. He obtained his B.Sc. in Zoology (1996) 

and M.Sc. in Applied Parasitology/Entomology (2001), both from University of Jos (UNIJOS), 

Nigeria. He has completed his PhD dissertation on Malaria and HIV co-infection in Nigeria, to 

be awarded by UNIJOS in 2008. He currently teaches courses in pathology, epidemiology and 

public health at Ebonyi State University, Nigeria. He has over 50 research publications in 

renowned international and Nigerian medical and public health journals as well as three text 

book publications. He received the Pfizer Scientific Publication Award of McGill University, 

Canada, in 2006. 

 

Jane Alison Green is currently completing a Masters in Maori & Pacific Development. She 

has a PGDip in Maori & Pacific Development and a Bachelor of Arts in Anthropology. She is 

a researcher at Nga Pae o te Maramatanga, University of Auckland, Aotearoa New Zealand 

and a member of the New Zealand team of the international collaborative indigenous research 

project investigating resilience and blood borne viruses among Maori, Aboriginal and First 

Nation peoples in Aotearoa New Zealand, Australia and Canada.  

 

Julito Contado Aligaen was born in the Philippines in 1964 and resides at Davao, Mindanao. 

He is married with 2 children. His native language is Bisaya, Tagalog, and his second language 

is English. He has completed a BS in Agriculture (Agronomy and Agricultural Education), an 

MS in Agriculture (Agronomy), and an MA in Instructional Design and Information 

Technology. He works as a community development consultant for KRDFI and NOCHEM, 

both local NGOs, and as a research adviser. He also works with the Department of Education 

for life skills curriculum development, particularly in the vocational schools. He develops 

curricula, facilitates workshops and has an interest in interdisciplinary action research. 

 

K S James is a demographer working on issues relating to demography and health in the 

context of India. His areas of research relate primarily to formal demographic issues, 

population and development, and mortality and health issues. He was educated in India and 
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completed his PhD in 1995. He has been working in different institutes and universities in 

India for the last 12 years. He was also a visiting fellow at Harvard Centre for Population and 

Development, Harvard University, Cambridge, USA, in the year 2000 and at INED, Paris, 

France, for a month in 2007. He is currently working as a professor at the Institute for Social 

and Economic Change, Bangalore, India and is head of the Population Research Centre in the 

Institute.  

 

Mohammad Didarul Alam is a medical anthropologist and a member of casual teaching staff 

at the University of South Australia. He is teaching a Cultural Perspective on Health course to 

nursing and midwifery students. He has also taught Behavioral Science in a Masters of Public 

Health course at the State University of Bangladesh. He has worked 17 years in various areas 

of public health and social sciences (research, training, teaching, programme management, 

advocacy and communication) with UN agencies (UNICEF, UNFPA, UNESCO), national and 

international organisations (ICDDR, B DINA Foundation etc.) and Government ministries in 

Bangladesh. He has carried out more than 15 research studies with multidisciplinary teams 

across the world and presented many of these research papers in national and international 

conferences. He has implemented several national and local level HIV/AIDS projects and 

developed policy documents, training, IEC/BCC and advocacy materials and guidelines that 

are now widely used by the government, national and international agencies in Bangladesh. He 

has designed and facilitated workshops and seminars on various aspects of public health and 

community development with national and international participants. He is a foundation 

member and president of several voluntary social development organisations and has 

established a national network of 220 voluntary youth organisations for promoting voluntary 

social, public health and youth development activities throughout Bangladesh. 

 

Sri Idaiani was born in Pekanbaru, Riau province, in 1965. Since 2004, she has been a 

researcher at the National Institute for Health Research and Development (NIHRD), a part of 

the Ministry of Health of Indonesia. She is a medical doctor and has completed a postgraduate 

programme in psychiatry. Her research area is mental health and HIV, because of the 

association between mental health and HIV problems. Besides that, she is involved in several 

areas of research such as surveying of non-communicable risk factors in population, the cause 
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of death, the mapping of care, support and treatment, and scaling up of HIV/AIDS treatment 

programmes. She is currently a supervisor of National Baseline Health Research in the Kutai 

Kartanegara district in East Kalimantan. 

 

Nikunj Soni Became a comedian after graduate studies at Oxford. He was hampered by the 

fact that he was not funny. Eventually, he became an econometrician. Here he was hampered 

by the fact that he knew very little and therefore could not model anything. As a result he went 

to PNG with the ODI for three years working as a local civil servant. He was then in Vanuatu 

for six years, where he established the treasury. After that he set up the Pacific Institute of 

Public Policy and eventually ended up at a conference in Brisbane. He now lives happily ever 

after… 

 

Stuart C. Carr is Professor of Psychology in the Industrial and Organisational Programme at 

Massey University, New Zealand/Aotearoa. Professor Carr is Coordinator of the Poverty 

Research Group, which leads the ESRC-DFID-funded research on aid worker salaries (Project 

ADDUP). He is convenor of the Global Task Force on Organisational Psychology for Poverty 

Reduction, and facilitator for the world’s first Global Special Issue, by a range of leading 

psychology journals simultaneously focusing on one issue - human poverty reduction. Stuart 

has co-edited, edited, co-authored and authored numerous books and articles on the 

organisational psychology of poverty reduction. He has consulted widely in development 

practice. He is currently a co-editor of the Journal of Pacific Rim Psychology (formerly the 

South Pacific Journal of Psychology), which takes an interdisciplinary approach toward 

poverty reduction in Oceania, and across the Pacific as a whole. 

 

Ishbel McWha holds a first class honours degree in psychology from Massey University in 

New Zealand. Having worked in the field with aid organisations in India and Cambodia, Ishbel 

returned to New Zealand in mid-2007 to take up the role of project manager of the ADD-UP 

project based at Massey’s Poverty Research Group in Auckland (http://poverty.massey.ac.nz). 

She is concurrently completing a PhD within the scope of the project, focusing on aid 

organisations in Cambodia. Ishbel’s interests focus on I/O Psychology and poverty alleviation, 

including the social marketing of aid and methods for improving the effectiveness of NGOs, 
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both internally (within the organisation) and externally (in terms of effective use of donor 

funds). 

 

Malcolm MacLachlan is at the School of Psychology and Centre for Global Health, Trinity 

College, Dublin. Prior to becoming an academic he worked as a clinical psychologist and as a 

management consultant. He worked for three years at the University of Malawi’s Chancellor 

College and subsequently has also held visiting positions at the University of Limpopo, 

University of Cape Town, University of Malawi, College of Medicine, and is currently 

Extraordinary Professor of Disability & Development at Stellenbosch University, South Africa. 

He has published 15 books and over 150 academic papers and book chapters. He has served on 

research and capacity development committees for the Irish National Committee for 

Development Education and Irish Aid and has been Chair of the National Committee for 

Economic and Social Sciences (NCESS) and a member of the Irish Research Council for 

Humanities & Social Sciences. He has also worked with a broad range of NGOs (including 

Concern, Academy for Educational Development, Finnish Refugee Council, American 

Refugee Committee, Banja La Mtsogolo) and multilateral agencies (including WHO, UNICEF, 

UNHCR, OECD, UNESCO) and was a member of an EU specialist group on Psychotrauma 

and Human Rights. He is currently a research advisor to the Southern African Federation of the 

Disabled.   

 

1.4 How to use this book 

Most good books, academic or otherwise, arrange themselves to ‘tell a story’. This book is ‘the 

story’ of a workshop on interdisciplinary development run under the auspices of the Global 

Development Network, with support from Irish Aid and NZ Aid.   

 

The book, or ‘workbook’ as we like to call it, is made available as a GDN e-book so that its 

contents are freely accessible to all. It comprises ‘content’ chapters (section two) on HIV/AIDS 

and direct budget support by researchers and practitioners from the ‘South’, as well as 

‘process’ chapters outlining how researchers working in these two subject areas provided 

subject-related case studies of interdisciplinary collaboration. 
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We hope that those interested in the process and facilitation of interdisciplinary work and/or 

undertaking interdisciplinary research work will find much to interest them in our description 

of the challenges and opportunities for interdisciplinary research that are described throughout 

this volume.   

 

We also hope that those interested in HIV/AIDS and in direct budget support will find the 

content chapters – describing research statements of intended or already conducted research – 

coming from quite diverse disciplinary backgrounds, illuminating and insightful. 

 

Those readers who wish to go through the whole book will recognise that the research 

statements in the second section of the book effectively position their authors as having a 

particular disciplinary perspective, and that the ‘owners’ of these views are then challenged 

with the difficult task of integrating them, demarcating them or negotiating them in the 

uncertain territory of working with others with different and often quite strongly held views. 

The book is thus an exercise in critical self-reflection. 

 

We hope that such a workbook has something for those who want to see the story unfold; for 

those who want some insight to the techniques of running such a workshop; and for those who 

have an interest in HIV/AIDS and direct budget support, particularly from a Southern 

perspective.  
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1.5 Why Interdisciplinary Research for Development?   
Malcolm MacLachlan, Stuart C. Carr & Ishbel McWha 
 
“We are not students of some subject matter, but students of problems. And problems may cut 

right across the borders of any subject matter or discipline”. Karl Popper 

 

“Interdisciplinary research (IDR) can be one of the most productive and inspiring of human 

pursuits – one that provides a format for conversations and connections that lead to new 

knowledge. As a mode of discovery and education, it has delivered much already and promises 

more – a sustainable environment, healthier and more prosperous lives, new discoveries and 

technologies to inspire young minds, and a deeper understanding of our place in space and 

time.” (National Academy of Sciences, 2004).  

 

Introduction 

This volume arises from a workshop facilitated by the authors on the theme of 

‘Interdisciplinary Research for Development’ at the Global Development Network’s 2008 

conference held in Brisbane, Australia. The workshop had two thematic foci: Direct Budget 

Support and HIV/AIDS rollout. Leading and promising researchers from low income countries 

participated in the workshop, with an interest in both increasing their expertise within their 

own content area of specialised knowledge and opening themselves up to some of the 

challenges of stepping outside their own disciplinary comfort zones. We wanted to work across 

disciplines, and to explore the possible benefits and costs of doing so. The volume presents 

papers submitted prior to the workshop, outlining disciplinary approaches and some very 

innovative ideas from the two thematic areas. The book also presents an account of the process 

of the workshop, as participants moved through the various stages of developing an 

interdisciplinary research idea. This volume is therefore about both (i) the content and (ii) the 

process of interdisciplinary research. We hope that our discussion of the process we all went 

through during the course of the workshop will be of interest to people outside the content 

areas, and that many of the process issues may generalise to other areas of research.   

 

This chapter considers the definitions of ‘interdisciplinary’ and related terms, including the 

idea of ‘development’. The chapter argues that an interdisciplinary approach to research for 
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development is necessary, and then contextualises this necessity in terms of the aims of the 

Global Development Network. Hence the book, like the workshop, is conceptualised and 

contextualised in recent discussions within the network concerning broadening its membership, 

focus and ethos. 

 

What is Development? 

Our understanding of ‘development’ is that it describes a relationship where things get better 

for people involved in certain activities (Eyben, 2005). It is not something that one person, 

group, country or multilateral aid agency ‘does’ to another individual, group or country. All 

countries are ‘developing’, and none have reached the end point of that process. We therefore 

reject the dichotomy between ‘developed’ and ‘developing’, preferring to use the terms ‘low-

income’ and ‘high-income’, although we recognise that these terms are also problematic, but 

perhaps less pejorative (MacLachlan, McAuliffe & Carr, 2008). Development is something we 

are hopefully all trying to engage in, and international aid seeks to add to those efforts. 

Sometimes, it can be argued, aid relationships promote the development of the donor but not 

the recipient, for instance in the case of tied aid. Other times it may promote the recipient but 

not the donor; although generally when this happens it does present an opportunity for the 

donor to learn from the experience, strengthen their capacity to intervene in other contexts and 

promote their position of influence and/or loyalty among the recipients. Thus, ‘development’ 

should be what happens to both parties, when they collaborate and things get better.   

 

How, then, do things get better?  How should we measure development?  It is widely 

recognised that while economic growth may be a component, in most cases where 

development occurs at a national or local level economic growth in itself is not the aim of 

development, rather it is simply one of its possible mechanisms (Spence, 2008). Thus measures 

of GNP, GDP, FDI etc. are not measures of the extent to which a country is developed, but 

may be useful indices that give summary description of the state of its economy. Most people 

recognise that development is what may – or may not – accompany a well working economy: 

improved health, better education, more job opportunities, greater realisation of human rights, 

and so on. This recognition is what is at the root of increasing enthusiasm for multi- and 

interdisciplinary approaches. Put simply, if development is not about the economy then we 
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need to look outside of economics to find out what it is about, and how to measure what’s 

going on. If development is about health, education, employment, human rights and so on, we 

are going to need people who know about these things – and not just the economic aspects of 

them – if we want to evaluate the efficacy of different interventions that seek to improve the 

lives of people in low-income countries.  

 

What is Interdisciplinary Research? 

Arguably, development has been overly identified with a single disciplinary outlook, and 

questions about development – measures of it and methods to induce it – have been developed 

within a single discipline’s focus, to a much greater extent than is sufficient to recognise its 

varied, interacting and multiple causes, processes and outcomes. Disciplinary (or mono-

disciplinary) research generally constructs research questions derived from theories within a 

single discipline and then tests out these theories by operationally defining aspects of them 

within particular research designs favored by that discipline. Multidisciplinary research 

describes a situation where this approach is undertaken in parallel between two or more 

disciplines, but usually with one discipline remaining dominant. While the suggestion is that 

there may be an interaction between these disciplines, often that interaction is modest and the 

researchers within each of the research disciplines are primarily interested in progressing 

thinking within their own discipline by exploring from their own discipline’s perspective a 

research question which is of common interest to several disciplines.   

 

Interdisciplinary research has as its starting point an integrated research question to which 

different disciplines contribute by bringing their own perspective, and ideally thinking through 

the research issue from more angles. The essence of this approach is interaction between 

disciplinary perspectives, from beginning to end of the research process. Thus an 

interdisciplinary research project will from the very outset produce a research question that 

more accurately approximates the complexity of the real world in which policy and practice 

decisions must be made. Finally, transdisciplinary research is an ideal rather than actual state; 

in a transdisciplinary world, disciplines are transcended altogether. Theories and processes are 

not anchored in any one discipline and there is equal participation, in research, by researchers 

and community. An example of the former might be Systems Theory, and of the latter, Latin 
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American Community Social Psychology (Sánchez, 2005). For these reasons, transdisciplinary 

research is sometimes termed ‘outer-disciplinary’. Whilst the goals of outer-disciplinary 

research are certainly commendable, its own development is at an early stage. This book 

therefore focuses on interdisciplinary research, with an eye on prospects for that research 

becoming more transdisciplinary. When a group of people from different disciplines get 

together to tackle a research question they may move between multi-, inter- and 

transdisciplinary discussions, methodologies and so on. The key difficulty for this kind of 

research is how to ‘tie in’ different perspectives to a coherent research project. It is this 

challenge that we set for ourselves in the workshop. 

 

Increasingly, research producers and research users are recognising the need for closing the 

‘know-how’ gap; the need for creating virtuous feedback loops between research question-

research generation-research utilisation. Policy makers and practitioners want to get more 

involved in the process, so that the research produced addresses their knowledge needs and 

allows them to act in a more evidence-based fashion. Again, these needs are driven by specific 

problems, problems that are usually multi-faceted and require multiple – but joined-up multiple 

– research to address them. In essence, the commissioners of research want the researchers to 

do the difficult job of integrating different perspectives, rather than researchers producing 

multiple single disciplinary lines of advice that are difficult, and often impossible, to synthesise 

into real world action.   

 

The Benefits of Interdisciplinary Research 

The National Academy of Sciences’ (NAS, of the United States) paper on Facilitating 

Interdisciplinary Research (2004) stresses the importance of promoting “conversations and 

experiences” cutting across traditional disciplinary boundaries. According to the NAS, 

“Interdisciplinary research is a mode of research by teams or individuals that integrates 

information, data, techniques, tools, perspectives, concepts, and/or theories from two or more 

disciplines or bodies of specialised knowledge to advance fundamental understanding or to 

solve problems whose solutions are beyond the scope of a single discipline or area of research 

practice” (NAS, 2004). 
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Figure 1 below provides a useful schematic representation of the difference between 

interdisciplinary research and multidisciplinary research. Figure 1 indicates how the former is 

integrative, whilst the latter is usually additive but not genuinely interactive. One key added 

advantage of an interdisciplinary approach is its inherent potential to pick up processes that are 

themselves interdisciplinary. In that sense, interdisciplinary research may counteract the 

‘confirmation bias’ (a tendency of researchers to interpret findings in a way that confirms their 

prior beliefs) that has arguably dominated development research and policy (Easterly, 2006).  

In addition to this, throughout the process of holding the workshop itself we have to be 

prepared for a possible dis-confirmation. It may well turn out, for example, that 

interdisciplinary research is felt to bring too many practical difficulties, or career costs, etc.   

 

 

. 

FIGURE 1: Difference between multi- and interdisciplinary research (Reproduced from an 

NAS adaptation of work by L. Tabak)  

The NAS identifies four primary drivers for the need to facilitate more interdisciplinary 

research.  These are the inherent complexity of nature and society, the desire to explore 

problems and questions that are not confined to a single discipline, the need to solve societal 

problems, and the power of new technologies. Crucially, the NAS then argue that “Social 

science research has not yet fully elucidated the complex social and intellectual processes that 
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make for successful [inter-disciplinary] research. A deeper understanding of these processes 

will further enhance the prospects for creation and management of successful IDR 

programmes”. In terms of the inherent complexity of nature and society, the NAS argues that 

human society constitutes an interaction of complex systems and that interests such as how to 

relate wholes to parts, macro processes to micro behavior, and global to local, are common 

across many disciplines. They also talk of “a second generation of scientists transcending their 

disciplines and schooled in problem-driven common knowledge”.   

As regards the desire to explore issues in disciplinary twilight zones, the NAS notes that some 

of the most interesting scientific questions are found at the interfaces between disciplines, and 

that exploring such interfaces moves investigators to seek the participation of researchers in 

complementary fields. Sometimes this may even stimulate the development of a new 

interdisciplinary field. For example cognitive science, which incorporates anthropology, 

artificial intelligence, neuroscience, education, linguistics, psychology and philosophy, has 

evolved because no one of these disciplines was able to adequately address the complexity of 

the issues they had a common interest in; that is, they each only had a partial view. 

The need to solve societal problems has also been a powerful driver for interdisciplinary 

research, and it is argued that many of these problems arise from the application of 

technologies and techniques developed through research. Thus the technological ability to 

clone animals and perhaps humans has presented moral and theological dilemmas that require 

the contribution of social sciences. Finally, the stimulus of generative technologies, those being 

ones that can transform how existing disciplines operate, such as the Internet, present new 

ways of doing things, push back the boundaries of disciplinary access and may even generate 

new fields of study, such as cyber-psychology. 

If the push to embrace interdisciplinary research is apparent across the range of sciences 

represented by the NAS, then it is important to emphasise that there are organisations within 

the world of international development studies that are similarly calling for more conversations 

between disciplines. The GDN, which has hitherto been dominated by the discourse of 

economics, is one of these.    
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The Global Development Network and a Drive for more Inclusive Research 

 

We chose to propose a workshop on ‘interdisciplinary research for development’ to the GDN 

because they have, in fact, moved further along the path to committing to this approach than 

many other organizations engaged in development research. The objective of the GDN to 

support policy relevant research is predicated on the belief that high-quality policy-oriented 

research accelerates development. In the GDN context, ‘policy relevance’ refers to research 

results that will have an obvious, immediate, or ultimate application to an important policy 

issue confronting a government (or governments) in low-income countries. This is an 

extraordinarily broad sweep as it includes any research in the social sciences that can promote 

evidence-based decision making regarding, for instance, who gets what sort of healthcare, how 

education is targeted at addressing the educational needs of marginalized groups, how human 

rights are ensured through local democratic representation and how security of employment 

can be promoted. 

 

In 2001, the GDN produced a ‘Statement on Promotion of Research in all Social Sciences’. 

This statement sets out the GDN governing body’s views on ‘multidisciplinary research’ and 

describes the specific steps that will be undertaken by the Network to promote research in all 

social sciences. Thus, which social science discipline(s) are supported is not critical, but what 

is critical is that the research has policy relevance.  

 

Could it be that the idea of ‘policy relevance’ is seen by some to be more relevant to 

economics than to other social sciences? There does remain a preference for a “core” 

discipline, at least in GDN. The rationale for this is stated as the need for both academic rigor 

and capacity building, which require expert advisers and a network of peers able to interact and 

provide feedback to each other. As GDN build these networks in other disciplines, they want to 

expand the scope for multidisciplinary research. The “core” discipline may vary with the topic 

and GDN is supportive of exploring research questions posed by various social sciences, not 

just economics.   While we respect the possibility of such a model enhancing the 

interdisciplinary play between social sciences; we would not see this as the optimum approach, 

preferring instead research perspectives arising from the nature of the problems to be 



 21

addressed, rather than from disciplines, per se.  However, we believe that the difference 

between these two models, and other possible models, provides a useful creative tension in 

which interdisciplinary research can flourish.   

 

Although the GDN has already embraced research from more than one discipline in principle, 

in practice the inclusion of other disciplines is not always apparent. For instance, there has 

been a strong perception that the GDN is “an exclusive club for economists”.  This was found 

in the 2004 evaluation. The GDN Statement (2001) suggested that this perception can be traced 

to several factors, including that the GDN statement on scope gives primacy to economics in 

that it explicitly states that “the GDN will have a strong economics core but will draw on all 

social sciences.” However it is important to note that the 2007 evaluation found evidence of 

greater inclusiveness, particularly in selection of GRPs (Global Research Projects), conference, 

awards and medals competition themes and grant recipients.  Also GDN has strongly 

encouraged the use of both quantitative and qualitative methods (Ibid. FANELLI, 2007).  

 

At present, the members of the governing body at GDN are overwhelmingly (11/16) drawn 

from one discipline – economics. In addition to this, the first Global Research Project, which 

GDN supported, “Explaining Growth”, is seen as primarily an economic issue. However, GDN 

sponsorship of Global Research Projects, e.g., on Impact, Understanding Reform, Migration 

and Governance, is introducing a more multi-disciplinary ethos into development research in 

general.  Attendance at the annual conferences is still perceived to be dominated by 

economists, with the latest estimate of non-economist participation being 40 percent on 

average over the past five GDN conferences (GDN Secretariat, 2008). The Regional Networks 

that administer most GDN funds are also primarily economic in focus. However they have 

generally made concerted efforts, with some success, to encourage applications from other 

disciplines.  

 

To sum up, despite an in-principle commitment to including a range of social sciences, and a 

range of practical advances which place GDN at the forefront of moving towards inclusivity, 

there remain according to the 2007 evaluation some organizational and structural barriers to 

full inter-disciplinarity in research. In the recent strategic review it has been decided to 
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maintain the focus on economics as a “default” discipline while continuing to adopt topics and 

themes that are multidisciplinary, or possibly inter-disciplinary in nature.  For those who feel 

that ‘development’ and ‘economics’ are sometimes far apart, this ‘default’ option will remain a 

motivating challenge, though not one that should distract us from the primary need to conduct 

research that can improve people’s lives; a recognition shared by all disciplines. 

 

In editing this book and running the workshop from which this book arose, we want to 

contribute to the increasing momentum within the GDN to broaden its base and hopefully to 

broaden the sort of topics it prioritizes. After all, Nobel Prize winning economist Michael 

Spence reminded us at the opening of the 2008 conference in Brisbane that the GDN should 

not be interested in economic growth per se, but rather in what it can do for a population. 

Perhaps the most challenging policy relevant research therefore needs to address the “What to 

do with it” questions, as well as the “How to make it happen” type of questions. 

 

The 2001 GDN statement reached three substantive - and enduring - conclusions. First, the 

involvement of multiple disciplines “allows the exploration of research questions which would 

not otherwise arise within the boundaries of a single discipline and therefore are closely 

connected to originality in development research”. Second, and similarly, different social 

sciences “are required to tackle different problems, and a combination of techniques will 

frequently yield greater insight than one used in isolation”. This conclusion makes explicit 

reference to the combined use of qualitative and quantitative research techniques. Third, it was 

argued that “Good scholarship must involve a tension between ‘discipline’ and ‘anti-

discipline’... one of the most fruitful ways of maintaining this tension is through deep 

immersion in a discipline, combined with subjecting of knowledge deriving from the discipline 

to that developed by others”. The notion of ‘triangulation’, in which the results emerging from 

different disciplines can be compared in order to achieve greater validity, is seen to be of great 

importance. 

 

This volume contributes to the GDN drive to include more social sciences in its activities. The 

participants in the workshop, who each contributed a chapter to this volume, represent many 

different disciplines. They also represent some disciplines outside the social sciences, 
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disciplines that also have a part of the jigsaw puzzle; disciplines with which social sciences 

must interact if the social sciences are to achieve their full potential contribution to global 

development. The unique challenge of this volume is, however, to try and encourage the GDN 

and other influential organizations in research for development to move beyond the limited 

aspiration of multidisciplinary research.  We want GDN and others to engage with the 

intellectually more challenging endeavor of interdisciplinary research, which we feel has the 

potential to lead us in new, exciting and ultimately more productive research; research that is 

of policy relevance to the challenges of global development.     

 

This volume builds on previous GDN activities. It follows on from a workshop held at the 

2007 conference in Beijing on Methodology for Comparative Analysis, which included 

combining diverse methodologies (Global Development Network, 2007). One of us (Carr) was 

privileged to be a participant in that workshop. Among the many positive conclusions and 

recommendations derived through the process (for details see Fanelli, 2007), it was suggested 

during the workshop that future events focus on concrete issues as exemplars. For this new 

workshop, therefore, we provide both a content and process account of how that can be 

approached from the perspective of two specific issues: Direct Budget Support (DBS) and 

HIV/AIDS. 

 

Development Policy and Interdisciplinary Research 

The broader backdrop for this workshop, and the topics where it focuses, is reflected in 

development policy globally. In particular, the Paris Declaration outlines a set of principles for 

attaining the 2015 Millennium Development Goals. Those principles include harmonisation 

and alignment. One way of thinking about interdisciplinary research, in broader policy terms, 

is in terms of precisely these two principles. Interdisciplinary research is about (i) 

harmonisation between disciplines and (ii) alignment with communities. Hence the workshop - 

and the accompanying workbook - is a reminder that research is not above development policy. 

Research, like practice, can and should be harmonised and aligned too.   
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2.0 RESEARCH STATEMENTS 

 

2.1  The Call for Research Statements 

Below we reproduce the call for participants that was issued by the GDN in the 3rd quarter of 

2007.  

 

Global Development Network 

Workshop on Interdisciplinary Research for Development 

Brisbane, Australia, January 2008. 

 

Call for Participants 

Many development initiatives address only a narrow range of activities and fail to incorporate 

the complexities of the social environments in which they operate. For instance, Structural 

Adjustment Programmes (SAPs) were arguably ‘blind-sighted’ because they did not take 

account of the broader social and welfare implications of their programmes, and failure to do 

this reduced the ability of SAPs to achieve their goals. In short, they were not sufficiently 

‘interdisciplinary’. While a need for interdisciplinary research is often recognised, the means 

by which to achieve that goal, and the advantages of doing it, are seldom articulated. This 

workshop provides a unique opportunity for interdisciplinary interaction. It addresses the 

process and utility of interdisciplinary research. It brings together researchers from diverse 

disciplines to address a crucial development issue. That issue will be familiar to some and new 

to others - Direct Budget Support. 

 

Development agencies are currently increasing the share of aid that is given as direct budget 

support. As the name suggests, direct budget support consists of financial aid that is given as a 

direct contribution to a partner government's budget. This includes a general contribution to the 

government’s overall budget (general budget support), as well as contributions to the 

government’s budget in specific sectors (sector budget support). A budget support approach to 

giving financial aid can be contrasted with project aid, which is usually more specific and 

localised, with a focus on specific projects. So, direct budget support is not just a financial 
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transaction, but also a process that requires a different type of relationship between donors and 

recipients. This workshop on interdisciplinary research is about exploring that relationship. 

 

The means of providing financial assistance begs a number of potential research questions: 

Who is accountable to whom? Who sets agendas? What determines our criteria of impact? 

How do we measure it? How is capacity built? What role does trust play? How do we engage 

and disengage?  How do we evaluate impact, and so on. Interdisciplinary questions like these 

and others invite a range of policy-relevant questions for research. 

 

We invite committed researchers from a wide range of disciplines in low-income countries to 

tackle these or other related questions concerning the antecedents, process and outcomes for 

development of direct budget support. Disciplines with an interest in the question of direct 

budget support will include, but are not restricted to, sociology, political science, economics, 

social anthropology, ethics, human geography, management, psychology, statistics, history, 

and development studies. Your approach from any of these disciplines might also, if deemed 

appropriate, include a comparative focus, either cross-country or with alternative forms of 

support such as project aid. If selected, you would be contributing directly to a pre-GDN-

conference two-day workshop on Interdisciplinary Research for Development, and attending 

the GDN conference. Specifically, we invite you to: 

 

1.  Submit a one-page proposal-to-participate (Maximum 500 words). We ask that you 

indicate how you would approach the topic of direct budget support, from your own 

discipline’s perspective, and to highlight its policy relevance. For some participants, we 

realise that this will mean developing entirely new lines of thought, as we do not expect all 

participants to have an existing track record in this domain.   

 

2. Submit your CV. Your proposal and CV must be submitted, at the latest, by 30th April, 

2007 by email to the GDN (contact email below). 

 

3.  By 31st May 2007, we will have selected the workshop participants. If your proposal-to-

participate is one of those selected, you will be expected to prepare a fuller position paper of 
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1500 words, again based on your own disciplinary perspective. This will be circulated prior 

to the workshop, and presented in summary form at the outset of the workshop itself.   

 

4.  The primary task of the workshop is then to interactively derive a viable integration of 

the various perspectives presented. There is an emphasis on critically and respectfully 

examining what is gained and lost in the process of combined approaches. Ultimately we 

address not only whether a multidisciplinary perspective better meets the complexity of real-

world development challenges, but also how, concretely, it does so.  

 

5.  There will be a symposium within the GDN conference to present the outcomes of the 

workshop. This symposium will be delivered by participants themselves. Along with workshop 

participants’ initial 1500-word papers, the symposium will form the basis of a subsequent 

publication. Outcomes from the workshop will also feed into a post-conference workshop on 

Fragile States. 

 

We are pleased to announce that for those selected to participate, the Interdisciplinary Research 

for Development Workshop and the GDN conference are fully funded by Irish Aid and NZAID 

in conjunction with the GDN. 

 

____________________ 

 

While many of the participants for the workshop used the suggested format, they did not all do 

so. The chapters below are what participants submitted to us prior to the workshop and are 

reproduced as submitted, subject to some minor editing: 
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2.2   Economics and Evaluation of Direct Budget Support 
Maria Laura Alzua  - ERAL of Fundacion Mediterranea, Argentina 

 

1. How does your discipline view the key issues in budget support? 

Economics uses quantitative impact evaluation tools in order to assess the effectiveness of 

budget support. With the transition to market-based systems, many countries are designing and 

implementing social policies targeted to specific populations, e.g. social protection to poor 

people, job training programmes, agricultural development programmes to farmers, etc. 

Decision makers, donors and taxpayers are interested in knowing whether the programmes 

have the expected benefits. A rigorous assessment may lead to improvements in the design and 

implementation of the programmes, also fostering accountability. 

 

The evaluation of the effectiveness of programmes began with welfare and job training 

programmes in the US and is now increasingly employed in developing countries. Many 

interesting lessons emerged from this literature regarding how to conduct a rigorous evaluation. 

One of the major lessons is that conducting a rigorous evaluation is crucial for generating 

political support for the continuation or expansion of the programmes. In most cases, impact 

evaluation is conducted for the case of project aid, as requested by international donors. 

 

The change in the share of aid given as direct budget support as opposed to project aid entails a 

great challenge for international donors and development organisations in terms of how to 

monitor and evaluate the impact of such interventions.  

 

One of the main stylised facts observed in developing countries is that existing capacities in 

executing agencies often lack the expertise to implement monitoring and evaluation systems 

required by donors, especially in terms of conducting impact evaluation.  

 

While it can be argued that evaluations are costly, they are of utmost value to donors, as has 

been argued above. However, while conducting impact evaluation in the case of project aid is 

already a difficult task, it is an even greater challenge in the case of direct budget support. For 

that reason, strengthening local monitoring and evaluation systems is a key aspect that should 

complement the expansion of direct budget support. 
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2.  What methods of inquiry does your discipline bring to the above issue? 

Economics mainly uses quantitative information and regression analysis in order to measure 

aid impact. The main identification assumption to conduct such analysis is the existence of a 

valid ‘counterfactual’, i.e. an individual (or institution, etc.) who shares most of the 

characteristics of the individual (or institution, etc.) under the aid intervention. The intervention 

is the only observable difference among the counterfactual, which is called the control group, 

and the individuals under the intervention, called the treatment group.  

 

The main challenge is how to build such groups in order to ensure the only difference, once 

personal characteristics are accounted for, is the treatment itself. During the past 30 years, first 

in OECD countries and more recently in developing countries, academics and policy makers 

started to work more closely in some areas related to social development, with the intention of 

evaluating the impact of social programmes. Economic science has shown significant 

improvements in this area, especially in designing methods to construct a valid counterfactual. 

Several methods are used, but mainly they respond to two different design settings: 

experimental and non-experimental. Choosing one or the other depends on several things that 

are equally important.  

 

First of all is the timing of evaluation design. For experimental settings, it is crucial that the 

evaluation component is present at the project design; otherwise it becomes impossible to 

implement it afterwards. Second, a key issue is that of the availability of funds to conduct 

impact evaluation, since they are costly in terms of project’s funds. Furthermore, policy makers 

often neglect evaluations, favoring anecdotal evidence instead. Donor agencies are cash 

constrained or lack the technical capacity to conduct such evaluations. Fortunately, more 

donors and governments are realising that the only way to conduct sound policies is to assess 

their impact, in order to improve the effectiveness of development programmes. Impact 

evaluation creates a positive externality in the sense that past evaluations can be used to better 

design new programmes. 

 

For the specific case of direct budget aid, all these challenges are even more important, since 

such support must be conditioned to the evaluability of each development programme. 
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3. What outcomes do you expect from these methods of inquiry? 

The main outcomes expected from economics’ methods of inquiry depend on each specific 

programme. Such impact evaluation techniques have been applied to a wide array of social 

programmes: anti-poverty, health, education and labour training programmes, among many 

others. In general, a variable of outcome and a specific date for measurement is defined. For 

example, for the case of a youth labour training programme the outcome variables often 

measured are: differences in income, employment, and quality of employment with respect to a 

control group a specific number of months after finishing the training. In the case of health 

programmes, outcome measures can be: haemoglobin levels (in an iron supplementation 

programme, for example), diarrhoea incidence (in a programme to induce hand sanitising with 

alcohol gels in daycare), etc. Finally, in educational interventions, several quantity (enrollment, 

dropout rate, etc) and quality (test scores, etc.) variables are defined. 

 

To sum up, the most important tool that economics can provide to policy evaluation is of 

observing the difference that can be attributed to the developmental intervention between a 

treated and a non-treated group.  

 

4. How do the outcomes normally feed into policy and practice? 

One of the most difficult tasks of impact evaluation is not how to feed its results into policy 

and practice but how to obtain the appropriate outcomes. In that sense, it has not been until 

recently that experimental evaluations have started to influence policy design in developing 

countries. The most active areas for such interaction are health, education (basic education and 

early childhood development), and conditional cash transfer programmes. Most programmes 

start with a pilot test in specific areas; statistical information is gathered on the pilot 

programme and then the sample size and implementation timeline are established. According 

to the evaluation results of the pilot tests, the programme is adapted or modified in order to 

overcome the potential problems during implementation.  

 

Feeding outcomes into policy and practice requires some basic institutional settings, which 

may not be available in many low-income countries. It is important that donor agencies help 



 31

governments to strengthen the necessary institutions in order to conduct development 

programmes in a timely and consistent manner. 

 

5. What do you perceive to be the facilitators and barriers to working with other 

disciplines? 

Working with other disciplines in the area of impact evaluation has proved extremely useful. 

Economists have long interacted with sociologists, anthropologists and physicians. In the case 

of social and health programmes, quantitative information is complemented with qualitative 

interviews of beneficiaries, which can shed light on issues which may be overlooked by 

quantitative analysis. For example, the use of qualitative interviews to conduct participatory 

poverty assessments and ethnographic analysis has greatly benefited the evaluation of already 

existing programmes, like PROGRESA in Mexico. There, detailed interviews with 

beneficiaries allowed the policy makers to improve the health intervention they were 

conducting in rural areas. Qualitative interviews showed low iron tolerance for children taking 

iron pills to fight anemia. Quantitative indicators were showing no affect of iron on anemia 

levels, so, a priori, the intervention was not being effective. Detailed qualitative interviews 

proved that caregivers were not administering the pills to children because they were showing 

symptoms of diarrhoea (caused by low iron tolerance). As a consequence, the programme 

administrator decided to change the iron composition in order to make it tolerable for children. 

 

For the specific case of health interventions, interactions with medical science specialists have 

also been of great benefit for both economics and medical science. Economics has learned a 

great deal from methodological issues used commonly in clinical trials in medical sciences. 

The latter has also benefited from economics since more and more socio-economic data is 

being gathered and used to complement the information obtained in clinical trials.  

 

One of the main barriers to interdisciplinary teamwork is that it requires constant interaction 

among different teams. Moreover, different scientists belonging to different disciplines must 

ensure they are familiar with techniques and approaches used by each team member.  
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2.3 Direct Budget Support and the Politics of Budget Reform and Accountability in 
Nigeria 
E. Remi Aiyede - University of Ibadan, Nigeria 
 

Abstract 
One of the dilemmas of development assistance has been the very low returns on foreign aid to 

Africa. Without accelerating the process of development, dependency and poverty have 

deepened.  One of the most significant reasons put forward to explain the apparent failure to 

catalyse development by means of financial and technical aid has been patronage politics. 

Funds have been misappropriated by public office holders who perceive public offices as 

reward for the support given to political leaders keen on sustaining power. Positions of 

authority are used for private enrichment and reward for reference support groups. To deal with 

this challenge, governance reform has been demanded by the donor community. At the core of 

reform is the emphasis on political liberalisation to improve transparency and accountability in 

governance. The essence is to ensure that aid is properly utilised to achieve specified 

objectives.  

 

Another important perspective on this dilemma views aid as an instrument of control, 

especially against the backdrop that Sub-Saharan African countries’ economic crisis was linked 

to a severe debt overhang. Thus, as donors point to the first reason, nationalists from aid-

benefiting countries argue that aid was not designed to achieve development in the first place.  

 

The dominant form of aid is specific and localised support for particular projects, with clear 

monitoring and evaluation regimes. Such aid is, however, usually very difficult to capture in 

general budgeting and accountability processes. The accountability structures built around such 

projects have been hardly beneficial to the routine budget processes of government, because 

they are removed from it. Yet, specific macroeconomic and budget reform has been a central 

element of the reform and capacity building initiatives supported by donors. Thus, direct 

budget support has become very attractive as a means of capturing aid in, and directly 

impacting on, the budget and accountability processes of aid recipients. This will, however, 

complicate the issues of dependency and accountability.  
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Indeed, part of the claim of dependency is that African governments have become more 

responsive to the donor community and the Bretton Woods institutions than their own citizens. 

Yet patronage politics have not diminished in many countries after over a decade of 

governance reforms. Direct budget support therefore calls for a critical engagement with 

budget and accountability reform and reform of how donors engage with politicians, where 

politicians may seek to subvert the provisions for transparency and accountability. There must 

be a greater focus on both formal and informal institutions of accountability and the ways in 

which citizens’ and civil society’s role in accountability can be strengthened to check large 

scale corruption and embezzlement, whether at the top or at the local level. There is a need to 

explore how politics limits accountability at various levels, and the implications for direct 

budget support. This paper examines these using Nigeria as a case study. 

 

1. How does your discipline view the key issues in budget support? 

Usually, the budgeting process is viewed as a rational scientific process that allocates resources 

to match the policy preferences of the public, or at least their elected officials. In reality, 

however, allocation of resources often depends on the priorities of those who have power to 

make significant decisions in the budget process. It more or less reflects their worldview, their 

vision of the future society they would like to create, using the budget as their instrument. 

The budget process involves several players: Political officials, interest groups and multilateral 

agencies, and other non-governmental actors. The budget process, as such, constitutes a forum 

in which these actors test their might and struggle to protect their interests, concerns and 

support base.  It is in this light that Peters (1996:253) describes the budget process as “a crucial 

battleground” for stakeholders in governance.  This is the case because the budget determines 

not only the prospects of a single government agency, but also the prospects of elected 

officials, of ordinary citizens for a good quality of life, and for the success of the entire 

economy.   

Thus, the direct budget support programme cannot be understood, nor its objectives achieved, 

without taking the political context into account. If the budget process reflects forms of power 

relations, direct budget support is fundamentally a political matter, in terms of both the 

priorities of the budget and for budget effectiveness. Direct budget support presents a political 
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opportunity and a challenge. It offers additional resources for political officials, interest groups 

and ordinary citizens, an opportunity for capacity building to improve governance through 

direct intervention in terms of monitoring and evaluation regimes. But it also represents a 

major intervention in the politics of budgeting, may threaten the political patronage systems 

that sustain rule, and is bound to be riddled with tension, controversies over claims of 

imperialism and accountability. These processes call for rigorous political and institutional 

analyses.   

2.  What methods of inquiry does your discipline bring to the above issue? 

A political science approach to direct budget support will seek to understand the ways that 

donors engage the budget and accountability process, as an element of politics. This will 

involve institutional analysis. Of critical importance will be how powers are distributed within 

governmental institutions, agencies and offices. The roles and powers of specific stakeholders, 

and how these roles are played out and powers exercised, become very central. There will be a 

need to examine non-formal accountability processes and possibilities and the ways in which 

citizens and civil society accountability roles can be strengthened. The methods of 

investigation will be largely qualitative.  The first step will be to do a literature review and 

content analysis of relevant official documents such as the constitution, available guidelines for 

budgeting, financial rules and regulations in the civil service, budget documents, agreements 

and MOUs, etc. Attention will be paid to reports of committees and panels that have been set 

up to investigate the budget process. It will be important to understand the reasons for such 

investigation and what has been done with the reports; the specific challenges faced by the 

committee or panel, and levels of commitment or support enjoyed by the committee, from 

those who set it up.  

Content analysis of relevant documents and review of literature on the political economy of 

budgeting will help in identifying critical stakeholders and their networks, and unveil the 

formal locus of power. To achieve a nuanced interpretation of the behaviour of these actors 

requires in-depth interviews with selected actors. These will include elected officials, experts 

(public servants), activists and officials of donor organisations. Such interviews will elicit 

information on the budget process, accountability issues such as monitoring and evaluation, 
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transparency, corruption and oversight and lobbying. Focus group discussion can also be useful 

for eliciting views of ordinary citizens on some of these same issues. 

3.  What outcomes do you expect from these methods of inquiry? 

An important outcome of these methods of inquiry is detailed information on the nature and 

character of the budget process. It will put in bold relief the espoused normative values of 

governance, as they agree or conflict with the pragmatic requirements of politics. It will also 

provide insight on how these conflicts play out in the budget process. 

The study will also suggest ways to deal with conflicts and contradiction in order to raise the 

degree of budget effectiveness, so that direct budget support will yield positive results. This 

may include fundamental institutional reforms. 

The research will also identify critical stakeholders and situate their behaviour within the 

political economy of budgeting. It will show key actors’ roles and powers, their behaviours, 

and the likely effects on a budget support programme. 

4.  How do the outcomes normally feed into policy and practice? 

One important way for ensuring that the outcome of this study feeds into policy and practice is 

through a participation forum to sensitise key actors and stakeholders in the budget process. 

Another way is to generate policy briefs that are written in non-technical language for decision 

makers. In addition, a policy roundtable may be organised for decision makers to discuss the 

content of the policy brief, facilitated by experts. Such roundtables may include the 

development of guidelines or action plans for budget reform, and the promotion of institutional 

reform. 

 

5. What do you perceive to be the facilitators and barriers to working with other 

disciplines? 

There are a variety of issues that arise in an interdisciplinary context. The first is that the focus 

of research and emphasis may vary regarding the subject of inquiry. This is the case because 

disciplines usually discriminate between what is central or marginal to research. This ambit 

will vary as we move from one discipline to another on a specific issue. Thus, interdisciplinary 
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research calls for a particular sensitivity to the interest(s) of other disciplines. Indeed, this 

sensitivity enables us to achieve enrichment, a fundamental ‘value-added’ of interdisciplinary 

research. 

Methods of enquiry are sometimes determined by the kind of data required. This in turn may 

be determined by the aspects of a phenomenon that research seeks to investigate. Thus, there 

are tendencies towards qualitative or quantitative methods as issues transverse disciplines. 

Such transversals may also reflect differences in preferred forms of modeling: mathematical 

and non-mathematical. 

Also significant in interdisciplinary research is the difference in theoretical values and 

assumptions.  This is a major area of difficulty that needs to be clarified in interdisciplinary 

research. Such differences can, however, be overcome by the common interests in policy 

effectiveness and problem solving. 
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2.4  A Development Practitioner’s Perspective 
Syed Mohammad Ali - South Asia Partnership, Pakistan  
 

1.  How does your discipline view the key issues in either HIV/AIDS or budget support? 

From the viewpoint of a development practitioner based in a developing country, one has seen 

numerous international development initiatives devised on the basis of a narrow range of 

activities. These seem unable to adequately adapt to the complexities of the versatile social 

environments in which they had to be implemented. For instance, Structural Adjustment 

Programmes (SAPs) funded by the World Bank and other donors failed to take into account 

broader imperatives such as the tendency of developing countries to renege on social sector 

spending targets, which led to the failure of these programmes to achieve their goals.  

 

While international financial aid did contribute to supporting budgets of developing countries 

during the 1970s and 1980s, this contribution largely used to take the form of improving 

balance of payments, or helping to manage external financing constraints. By the 1990s, 

however, the emphasis began shifting from enabling countries to relieve fiscal constraints to 

trying to address poverty reduction goals. International aid is now being funnelled directly to 

national budgets, and is seen to basically take two forms: It can either provide a general 

contribution to the overall national budget, or it can contribute to a national budget in specific 

sectors only. The direct budget support approach aims to transcend the evident hurdles faced 

by project aid, by providing a more simple method to release foreign aid that reduces 

transaction costs, avoids the need to fulfil varied reporting and accounting procedures, and 

improves predictability in the flow of development funds.  

 

However, providing national governments more ‘fungability’ with regards to budget 

expenditures must be accompanied by a degree of certainty that development funds will be 

spent on the right priorities. To make this assessment requires not only cognisance of 

conceptual issues, but also use of some accompanying analytical tools. These include budget 

analysis to help determine if the government is allocating its resources and spending them in 

line with its promises. Examining conceptual imperatives, and thereafter their implementation 

and impact on ground, thus requires adopting a multidisciplinary approach, which is 
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simultaneously analytical and practical with regards to its methodology. Doing this is 

something most development analysts are fairly used to.  

 

2.  What methods of inquiry does your discipline bring to the above issue? 

While the need for interdisciplinary research is often recognised, the means by which to 

achieve this goal, and the advantages of doing it, are often not explicitly articulated. Yet 

multidisciplinary development precepts relying on notions borrowed from varied subjects like 

economics and ethics can prove invaluable to understanding and evaluating increasingly 

complex policy frameworks and mechanisms being used by international actors to work with 

poor countries. Application of a multidisciplinary approach in this particular context implies 

beginning with an examination of the conceptual underpinnings of a given international 

development mechanism - the increasingly popular principal of direct budget support - to be 

able to understand the implicit assumptions of this mechanism, and the contending approaches 

to it within the development aid context. Thereafter, it is necessary to see how and why 

developing countries choose to adopt this mechanism, and what domestic implications the 

approach has had in a given country – Pakistan.  

 

It is necessary, however, to go beyond this sort of broader analytical understanding, to conduct 

stakeholder analysis/consultations; to be able to realise the on-ground successes and challenges 

facing implementation of this mechanism. Thus, a multidisciplinary approach can be applied to 

better understand not only the theoretical premises, but also donor imperatives and recipient 

country rationale to opt for direct budget support, as well as take account of the prerequisites 

that need to be in place to ensure that this direct budget support has a discernable development 

impact. To gain further insight, budget analysis can be undertaken to determine if the national 

government of Pakistan is actually allocating its resources in line with its promises, while a 

human rights approach can help identify the need for shifting existing budgetary priorities to 

meeting more of the basic human needs of poor citizens.  

 

(3)  What outcomes do you expect from these methods of inquiry? 

This multidisciplinary approach to assessing the experience of direct budget support to 

Pakistan can offer valuable outcomes. At the onset, it can highlight implications concerning 
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use of strategic frameworks like the Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper, which is used by 

multilateral and bilateral agencies (like the World Bank or DIFD) to judge whether a sufficient 

commitment to reducing poverty exists within a developing country for it to qualify for direct 

budget support. Application of a rights-based perspective, thereafter, can help assess if direct 

budget support is increasing the capacity of the government to address on-ground needs. There 

is in fact considerable potential for collaboration between analysts that do applied budget work 

and those working in human rights (as mentioned in the above section on methods).  

 

4.  How do the outcomes normally feed into policy and practice? 

In the case of Pakistan, direct budget support is already in use. DFID is supporting the health 

sector using the above mentioned sector-specific direct budget support approach. DFID’s 

support to the National Health Facility has aimed to improve access to good quality health 

services, with an emphasis on the poor. DFID is providing the Pakistan government with 

resources for seven health and population programmes. These include the Population Welfare 

Programme, the Lady Health Worker Programme, the National Tuberculosis Programme, the 

Expanded Programme of Immunization, the National Aids Control Programme, the National 

Malaria Programme and the Nutrition Programme. A consortium of international and local 

companies with expertise in health and population welfare issues has been formed to assist in 

providing technical inputs.  

 

The United States is also providing US $200 million as direct budget support for Pakistan's 

Federal Public Sector Development Programme for the financial year 2007-08 to fund health, 

education, water and sanitation programmes and to help rebuild the earthquake hit areas. The 

World Bank is helping by providing additional resources to the provincial education budget 

through its Punjab Education Development Policy Credit. Several research studies have 

indicated the need for more funding at the provincial and lower levels, to help improve the 

quality and access of public education in Pakistan.  

 

The multidisciplinary approach assesses these varied instances of direct budget support, their 

different implications, and subsequent implementation into activities on the ground. Such 

assessments should be able to provide more insight concerning not only what seems to be 
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working well at present, but also why some of the challenges confronting the approach exist. 

Subsequently, how those challenges can be met within Pakistan, and in the application of this 

approach within other developing countries, can be determined.   

 

5.  What do you perceive to be the facilitators and barriers to working with other 

disciplines? 

In the context of Pakistan, providing direct budget support has been difficult within the context 

of the Local Government Ordinance 2001, which suddenly shifted designated planning and 

finance responsibilities between tiers of the government. Direct budget support to a provincial 

government in the education sector, for example, represents a particularly new disbursement 

modality, which has required exhaustive explanations at the federal level. Building capacity at 

the provincial and district levels to improve current financial, monitoring and management 

systems for the direct budget support to take place effectively has emerged as another practical 

challenge. Donor agencies are providing technical assistance to the government’s financial 

management and reporting systems, and assisting in building the capacity of education 

personnel. However, the need for involvement of civil society actors, like NGOs and the 

private sector, is vital to facilitate awareness and build capacity to ensure more effective 

implementation of direct budget support.  
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2.5 The New Economic Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD): Budget 

support, conditionality and impact evaluation. 

Akongbowa Bramwell Amadasun - Benson Idahosa University, Nigeria 
 

 

SECTION ONE 

My discipline view of the key issues in budget support discourse within the context of NEPAD 

and the MDGs includes the following: 

 

Aid Alignment and Development Performance 

This is viewed as the challenge of the pragmatic alignment between budgetary aid and country 

policies. It is viewed too as entailing specific problems that should be addressed. Specifically, 

these issues include: systems alignment, harmonisation among aid donors, and the interface 

between the annual monitoring of Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers (PRSPs) and the Joint 

Performance Assessment Frameworks (PAFS) used as the centerpiece for aid conditionality.  

 

Policy Ownership 

The view is that traditional approaches to conditionality in programme aid or the typical 

practices associated with projects have failed to reconcile with the high degree of country 

ownership of poverty reduction policies - a critical variable influencing effectiveness. Thus 

donors on the one hand act in ways that are capable of undermining country policy ownership, 

whilst on the other there is a weak impulse to assume ownership of policies on the part of 

many poor country governments. 

 

Conditionality 

Donors have always attached conditions (ex-ante and ex-post) to aid, usually at the level of 

individual projects with a view to promoting donors’ interests or raise project returns. 

Consequently, conditionality in aid proposals is tied to results achieved, rather than to policy 

changes. Yet the debate continues as to whether making aid results-based introduces 

undesirable volatility in aid flows or effectiveness. 
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Impact Assessment 

Fundamental problems exist on how aid is to be evaluated if it is given in the form of budget 

support rather than project finance. Controversies exist concerning whether aid actually makes 

a difference in terms of chosen impact indicators, using cost benefit analysis. A much more 

difficult challenge exists if we want to use impact evaluation studies to evaluate budget 

support, i.e., at sector and national levels. 

 

 

SECTION TWO 

Aid support development activities are evaluated in an unusual context, one in which it is 

difficult to sequester an area in public sector activities in which more information is collected 

for taxpayers. 

 

In this context the methods of inquiry that my discipline has used to address these issues 

include: 

 

i. Historical and theoretical analysis of inputs and outputs 

ii. Focused group interviews 

iii. Questionnaire surveys (stating the area of coverage) 

iv. Auditing and investigation 

v. Performance Assessment Frameworks (PAFs) and Annual Progress Reports (APRs) 

vi. Econometric Techniques, e.g. regression analysis, trend analysis etc. 

 

SECTION THREE 

The outcomes I expected from these methods of inquiry include: 

 

i. Indications of the degree to which donors’ assistance (budgetary support) to 

NEPAD programmes and policies has become aligned 

ii. Provision of a basis for policy dialogue 

iii. Determination if budgetary aid is focused on mainstreaming government activities 

within the context of NEPAD programmes/policies. 



 44

iv. Indications of what percentage of NEPAD’s externally funded programmes and 

policies (activities and resources) are subject to national budget processes 

v. Ascertaining if there is a more favourable budget financing structure (predictable, 

fungible resources) 

vi. Revealing whether donor activities have become harmonised 

vii. Determination if democratic accountability is enhanced through activating 

budgetary aid in NEPAD programmes and policies 

viii. Ascertaining changes in performance against previous levels of performance 

ix. Assessing the level of attention that is given to the recipient side, and if aid has the 

qualities that donors expect  

x. Revealing the role of poverty reduction and social protection in donor programmes 

in sub-Saharan Africa, within the context of NEPAD programmes and policies 

xi. Ascertaining the manner in which donors relate and adhere to the PRSPs in sub-

Saharan Africa, within the context of NEPAD programmes and policies 

xii. Revealing new instruments and methods used by donor countries to promote 

development in terms of budget support vis-à-vis sector wide approaches within the 

context of NEPAD programmes and policies 

xiii. Providing an evaluation of donor programmes to promote exports or investments 

(from donor countries themselves as well as from recipient states in Africa) 

 

SECTION FOUR 

The outcomes normally feed into policy and practice through: 

 

i. Measurements that enable government to re-design and re-align its programmes and 

policies in relation to funds received in the light of sector and national policy 

requirement within the context of NEPAD 

ii. Providing donors with performance indicators that ensure donors’ reasonable input 

into government NEPAD policy statements (annual budget policies) and 

implementation of such policies vis-à-vis: 
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a. Indicating whether the country is NEPAD compliant through reviewing the 

policy environment of aid productivity; and 

b. Measuring ultimate policy objectives such as poverty reduction, and how well 

they are being implemented within the context of NEPAD policy intentions. 

 

iii. Use of econometric instruments (particularly regression instruments) for realistic 

and sufficiently ambitious levels in result-based aid contract policy consultation 

between donors and individual recipient government, particularly providing an 

approved policy. Also, contribute to international comparability through country 

regressions that give the expected level of progress on a particular performance 

indicator for a country with a particular set of characteristics; thus assisting in 

policy review and implementation control. 

iv. Engaging PRSP monitoring systems alongside APRs and PAFs provides 

governments, parliaments and civil societies with an output for assessing and 

inputting greater domestic policy learning and accountability, against long lists of 

prior actions and policy measures. 

v. Various reporting models in various combinations that provide government room 

for policy experimentation, incentives and scope for adjusting generic reform ideas 

to country circumstances, including political circumstance. 

vi. Being used as organs for stimulating hypotheses, internal policy debates and 

desirable policy measures that are easy to implement, and sensitive to particular 

policy actions. There is benefit from some degree of real commitment from the 

government side, and consensus from government and donors; particularly when 

APRs and PAFs (including PRSC policy matrics) are deployed. 

 

SECTION FIVE 

In implementing financial aid within the context of NEPAD, the facilitators and barriers to 

working with other discipline include: 

 

i. In the deployment of econometric instruments for disciplines with low or non-

econometric content, appreciation of the impact (positive or negative) might be 
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weak or too shallow, so that it sometimes hinders the degree to which there can be 

productive collaboration and cooperation in evaluating the results of budgetary aid. 

ii. Scholars from the statistical or mathematical disciplines are usually too committed 

to the technicality of econometrics, to the detriment of literary analysis, and/or lack 

the necessary literary skill for interpretation of data information gotten from the 

deployment of sampling and/or econometric techniques etc. There are limits on 

much needed historical or literary skills for drawing in-depth historical, 

theoretical/literary and/or feed-forward conclusions from available data or 

information. 

iii. The ego trip of scholars from other disciplines’ conservative superiority claims, in 

terms of ownership of deployed instruments, and engagement and research 

methodology, is a major barrier in the manner they appraise and contribute to 

overall conclusions drawn from observations and actual results on budgetary aid 

policies design, implementation and evaluation. 

iv. The eclectic or multi-action nature of some disciplines should be a source of 

strength in working with them in the design, implementation and investigation of 

budgetary aid policies and accompanying performance evaluation. 

v. Other disciplines have developed sophisticated research instruments, methodology 

and expertise over time. These are useful tools deployed in the design and 

implementation of budgetary aid policies and accompanying performance 

evaluation, and thus a critical facilitator in working development relationships 

within the discipline. 

vi. Periodic performance review reports usually require the critical inputs (comments) 

or contributions of a multi-disciplinary team. This no doubt is a major facilitator in 

working with other disciplines.  
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2.6 Researching Partnership: A Focus on Good Governance 
Sohini Basu - Administrative Staff College of India, India 
 
 
View of Direct Budget Support 

Development Studies as a discipline is interested in development issues like health, education, 

livelihood, gender etc., in relation to developing countries. To solve a myriad of development 

problems, the states/governments of these less developed countries seek financial help from 

donor agencies like international financial bodies, foreign governments of developed countries 

and Northern NGOs. These days, donors often render direct budget support to the governments 

of developing countries, mostly to different developmental sectors, for bettering public 

services. The utilisation of this support by the recipient government should depend on good 

governance based on people participation, and particularly on partnership with NGOs and 

public-private joint venture. 

 

The last two decades have witnessed a significant rethinking of what governance means, what 

government is and should be responsible for, and a coincidental drive to maximise scarce 

resources in the pursuit of the public good. In the 1980s and early 1990s, the role of the state 

changed from “rowing” to “steering” (Osborne and Gaebler, 1992), and the delivery agents of 

public services were expanded to include the private sector as well as non-governmental 

organisations (NGOs) (Salamon, 1989). In the 1990s, this movement focused on issues of 

governance with an enhanced role for the citizen (Diamond, 1994). In the new millennium, 

attention is being paid to the role of the state and of the citizen, to encompass the notion of 

direct budget support for public service. Indeed, the exploration of such a support is growing at 

a fast pace, and increasing examples are noted, particularly at the local levels of government. 

In supporting such contributions, direct budget support offers much promise and potential help 

in improving the relationship between governments and NGOs. 

 

Methods of Inquiry 

In order to learn how donor-supported government-NGO partnerships are used to augment and 

improve NGO involvement, a single donor would be chosen who has worked consistently for 

many years in the global South. The grantee organisations, i.e. the local governments and the 
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southern NGOs receiving aid from such a donor through the governments, and the 

beneficiaries of these grantees’ programmes, will participate in data gathering and analysis. 

The grantees would be chosen using the following criteria: 

 

1. Each organisation has existed for at least 10 years and has received support (funding and 

accompaniment) for at least five years for at least two projects.  

 

2. The organisations view this study as an opportunity for joint learning, and are willing to 

discuss study issues with the researcher candidly. 

 

3. The grantees are to include a mix of: 

a. Faith-based organisations/churches and non-sectarian organisations 

b. NGOs and CBOs 

c. Current and former funding recipients 

d. Funded activities and types of work. 

 

Through this process, the partners themselves (government staff, grantees and beneficiaries) 

will: 

- Describe the current partnership practice 

- Identify and describe effective and innovative approaches being utilised 

- Identify and discuss barriers to optimal performance 

- Identify and describe successes and failures; and 

- Discuss changes which should be made to improve and enhance the practice of 

partnership. 

 

Once the data gathering is completed for all partners in a three-partner grouping (government 

staff, grantee organisations, beneficiaries), score sheets will be designed to rate the 

effectiveness of the partnership process, and the specific efforts that have been taken to engage 

NGOs in the design, delivery and monitoring of development strategies. The score sheets will 

be based on a checklist that has been adapted from the ‘Partnership Self-Assessment 
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Checklist’, created by Suzanne Kindervatter and Carolyn Long at Inter-Action (the US 

coalition of 165 NGOs) in 1991. 

 

Outcomes 

The methodology itself will involve three phases. The outcomes from each of these stages will 

consist of: 

 

First Phase:  Representatives of each partner (government staff and grantees) will give their 

definition of donor-supported partnership and describe their vision of the ideal – or needed – 

partnership. 

 

Second Phase:  During this phase, the representatives will ‘tell their story’ of the current 

partnership, by describing how the relationship has kindled improvement of public services at 

the local level by engaging citizens in the design, delivery and monitoring of development 

strategies, and has helped to build social capital during each of the sequential phases of 

partnership, namely, pre-project phase (getting to know you), project design phase, grant 

approval phase, project implementation phase, finances and budgets, monitoring and 

evaluation, project renewal phase, transition to post-funding phase, organisational 

development/capacity strengthening, advocacy efforts and learning. 

 

Third Phase:  The response to the questions: 

- What are the most effective aspects of the partnership process? 

- What are the least effective aspects of the partnership process? 

- What have been the most important lessons learnt? 

- In what ways is this relationship contributing to strengthening the organisation’s 

capacity? 

- What specific efforts have been made to engage citizens in the design, delivery and 

monitoring of the development strategies? 

- What aspects of the donor-supported partnership process will the organisation consider to 

be the best practice? 

- How has this partnership evolved over time? 



 50

- From the viewpoint of the organisation’s needs, what are the most important actions to 

take in the future in order to have this partnership relationship more closely match the 

vision of the ideal partnership? 

 

Given the relatively small number of cases and the exploratory nature of the study, results at 

this stage will be definitely tentative. Propositions will be offered to build theory of effective 

donor-supported partnerships and guide good governance. 

 

Policy Agenda 

Development policy is now dominated by an agenda where private initiatives are seen as the 

most efficient mechanisms for achieving growth and NGOs are seen as the most suitable 

vehicles for providing welfare services for the poor who cannot be reached through markets. 

NGOs are also under pressure to enter into contractual agreements with governments to 

provide public services. In such a context, the policy of the local government should be to 

prescribe practices that would enable NGOs to play a useful role in strengthening civil society, 

thereby conveying to the donors the message of effective utilisation of direct budget support 

through good governance. Moreover, under this new policy agenda and subsequently increased 

financial resources, NGOs are expected to be more accountable, transparent and effective, 

thereby fulfilling the criteria of good governance. This is all possible only if the outcomes feed 

into the agenda. 

 

The outcomes would feed into the practice agenda of NGOs, whose central responsibility is to 

strengthen the role of the poor in the activities of the institutions of the state at local and 

national levels through participation or advocacy. The outcomes can feed into the processes 

through which government-NGO collaboration can mobilise and educate these poor about their 

civil rights and obligations. The educated citizenry then would make demands for better 

performance and for accountability from the governments. 

 

However, the role of NGOs is not to be seen as that of an alternative institution to the state. 

Instead, they should regard themselves as both facilitators of local development and corporate 
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political actors, representing the interests of their beneficiaries in key political forums within 

the existing democratic structures. 

 

Facilitators and barriers to working with other disciplines 

An attempt to properly integrate two or more disciplinary approaches in a research can 

definitely benefit research on good governance as a condition for securing and utilising direct 

budget support in bettering public services, provided their specific merits and demerits on the 

issues of research are properly evaluated. 

 

Increasing differentiation and refinement of development studies may tend to develop some 

blind spots because of uncritical acceptance of its basic working assumptions, and its 

sophistication has the tendency to be purchased at the cost of excessive narrowness of focus. 

That is why attention to research in allied disciplines may produce more searching and 

imaginative developmental analyses. By sharing the understandings of developmental 

viewpoints of economics, political science, sociology, anthropology and the like, development 

studies may be led to new questions or more elaborated answers to old questions. 

 

If we ask what good governance is, different disciplines will answer the question in their own 

unique ways based on certain kinds of specific data, methods and habits of thinking. We have 

here to pick and choose which allied disciplines (like political science, public administration, 

economics, sociology or psychology), and what inquiries and results of them are to be 

consulted. In that case, interdisciplinary research strategy would strengthen the coherence and 

social relevance of the results that a development researcher on governance generates. 

 

In fact, while asserting the values of interdisciplinarity in our research, we must not forget the 

barriers to working with other disciplines in order to overcome them as far as possible. We 

have to go beyond dichotomous stereotypes like objective versus subjective, quantitative 

versus qualitative and positivist versus post-positivist. At the same time, we have to be 

conscious of not losing our separate identity, our particular approach to why, how, and to what 

effect of our own research.  For example, though we should take the help of economics for cost 
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benefit studies, we must not indulge its ‘reductionist’ viewpoint in order to protect our 

epistemological stand. 
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2.7 Challenges of International Aid: Comparative Analysis of the Caucasus Region and 

Baltic States 

Tebrone Gomelauri - Oxford University, United Kingdom 
 

The aim of this project is to study similarities and differences in provision and use of 

international aid across two regions as cases, with a special focus on direct budget support 

programmes. These include a general contribution to the government’s overall budget, as well 

as contributions to the government’s budget in specific sectors such as post-conflict 

rehabilitation, infrastructure and energy. The question is: Does a comparison elucidate the 

causes of success and failure in donor projects, or do the causes lie in country-specific factors?  

 

In order to develop a comparative framework, the paper begins with a taxonomy of projects, 

financing, objectives and outcomes. It will then examine the different strategies of recipient 

countries in efforts to change (adapt or subvert?) donor behavior, and explore the consequences 

for them and for the aid regime. Examples of such strategies might be a government insisting 

that each donor concentrate resources in an individual sector, or setting a floor on the level of 

aid they are prepared to accept from each donor, or stipulating that all aid must flow through 

the government budget. The study will be undertaken in selected fields of World Bank 

programmes, with special focus on direct budget support programmes. Comparative analysis 

on the use of aid will be provided for three Caucasus states and three Baltic countries. The 

major points of contrast and comparison will be the amount and distribution of international 

aid by sectors, and positive/negative changes in these sectors. Data to be used will come from 

the Human Development Reports of UNDP, reports of the IMF and World Bank, and 

Transition reports of the EBRD, materials that illustrate the dynamics of growth and failure. 

The reading will also include the theory of aid for development in transition – when it is 

offered, why it can work, and how these theories were applied in the Caucasus and Baltic. 

 

The results of the research will contribute to an understanding of the effectiveness and 

efficiency of international aid and specifically direct budget support. Based on the research 

findings, the issues in local capacity building, local accountability, the role of civil 

organisations, local monitoring and evaluation systems will be reassessed. 
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The research outcomes will provide the foundation for developing a different type of 

relationship between donors and recipients, thus promoting good practice and supporting sound 

policy-making processes on both sides.  
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2.8 Direct Budget Support versus Project Aid 
James McMaster - The University of the South Pacific, Fiji Islands 
 

Discipline view of Key Issues on Direct Budget Support versus Project Aid 

From an economics discipline perspective, the key issue is to determine which of the two 

alternative approaches to aid funding is likely to produce the maximum long-term sustainable 

economic development benefits to the recipient government and country citizens. 

 

The two approaches have a very different impact on the recipient governments and their public 

financial management systems and institutions. The direct budget support approach has more 

positive impacts on building sustainable government capacity and institutions including public 

financial management and planning systems. Direct budget support involves the distribution of 

aid funds through the recipient government’s own public financial management system. This 

approach has become more prominent since the late 1990s in the quest to improve the 

effectiveness of aid. Country case studies of direct budget support have demonstrated that it 

has a number of advantages in comparison to project aid. The findings from evaluation studies 

of direct budget support demonstrate that the main benefits are: 

 

-  Lower transaction costs than project aid through mainstreaming aid funds 

- Higher allocative efficiency of public expenditure in alignment with recipient 

government priorities 

- Greater predictability of the timing and volume of funding 

- Less conflict of interest between donors and recipients 

- Recipient government has full control over allocation of resources, determining priorities, 

monitoring and evaluation 

- Improved domestic accountability through increased focus on governments’ own systems 

- Improved capacity development of public financial management system and institutions 

- Improved coordination and harmonisation among donors 

- Greater policy alignment of aid with recipient country systems and policies 

- Improved implementation, monitoring and evaluation systems in recipient governments 
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Impact on Public Sector Capacity Development 

The move from a Project Aid approach to direct budget support changes the power relationship 

between donor and recipient governments. Under direct budget support the recipient 

government has more control over the use of the aid funds provided by donors for budget 

support in areas such as prioritising of expenditure in ministry operating budgets, and in the 

selection of projects for inclusion in the public infrastructure development plans, as well as the 

methods and systems for undertaking monitoring and evaluation of projects and programmes, 

and reporting to donors and parliament on the outcomes of public expenditure.  

 

A key issue is the impact of the two alternative approaches on capacity development for 

improving the public sector financial management systems and developing effective medium 

term expenditure plans.   

Other key issues in this debate are the role of the donors and the recipient governments in 

setting agendas, conditionality issues, determining priorities, approving sector development 

strategies, deciding on institutional strengthening approaches, allocating resources for local 

capacity development, reducing foreign aid administrative costs, increasing local 

accountability and improving country ownership of development assistance.  

There has been a large amount of research undertaken on the effectiveness and impacts of 

project aid. Some of the common weaknesses of project aid are: 

 

- High transaction costs of project aid systems 

- Inappropriate project technology that does not suit the local environment 

- Top-down planning approach that is undertaken by foreign consultants with minimal 

participation by local clients and stakeholders at the design stage 

- Expensive parallel off-budget aid modalities and high-cost project administrative systems 

- Tied aid and lack of opportunities for local firms to undertake work for the project 

- High cost of expatriate project managers compared to local project managers 

- Overseas procurement of project inputs rather than the use of locally available inputs 

- Failure to effectively consult with the stakeholders in the project formulation and design 

stage resulting in poorly designed projects that do not meet the needs of clients 
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- Lack of alignment with the recipient government budget calendars.  

 

Some of the Pacific Island governments, civil societies and politicians have publicly expressed 

concerns on the effectiveness of project aid delivery systems. For example, recently PNG 

officials have labeled Australian development assistance to PNG as Boomerang aid, claiming 

that a high percentage of the aid goes straight back to Australian contractors and consultants 

that win contracts to deliver aid projects and that aid has only a small positive impact on local 

PNG private companies and service providers. Project aid often has a high level of 

administrative cost. Some of the costs include programming missions, sector investment 

studies, costs of marketing the project opportunities and cost of preparing applications for 

grants to meet selection criteria applied by the donors. 

 

The key issues can be addressed under the following categories: 

 

- Effects on harmonisation and alignment 

- Effects on public financial management and strengthening national budget systems and 

the prioritisation of expenditure. Development of the public infrastructure plan and 

maintenance of public infrastructure and asset management 

- Support to the development of planning and budgetary systems 

- Effects on policies and policy process 

- Effects on service delivery 

- Support for nationally owned sustainable development strategies 

 

1. Methods of Inquiry of the Economics Discipline 

The economics discipline has a number of evaluation models and techniques that are suitable 

to analyse the costs and benefits of direct budget support versus project aid. Social cost-benefit 

analysis is one suitable evaluation framework. It provides a framework for identifying the 

long-term impacts of the two options and quantifying the impacts in monetary terms expressed 

in present value terms. It focuses on the measurement of the annual stream of outputs over the 

life of the evaluation period of 20 years or more and converting them to a present value so that 

the two alternatives may be ranked in terms of the return on investment, cost-benefit ratio and 
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net present value. The weakness of this technique is that many of the impacts of the two 

alternative approaches to aid funding are very difficult to quantify in monetary terms and add 

up to gain a total score for costs and benefits. Another approach is the application of a multi-

criteria evaluation framework, which could take the form of a Planning Balance Sheet 

approach developed by Nathaniel Lichfield. This technique illustrates the distribution of costs 

and benefits to the main stakeholder groups as follows: 

    Project Aid             Direct Budget Support 

Group Cost Benefit Cost  Benefit 

Donor 
Government 

High transaction 
costs 
 
Political cost of 
project failure 
 

Generates local 
employment and income 
for local business 
community and 
consultants 

Political risk 
 
Less control of 
budget allocations 
by recipient 
governments 

Reduced transaction 
costs 
 
Improved efficiency 
and effectiveness of 
aid 
 

Recipient 
Government 

Less autonomy 
and budget 
expenditure 
discretion 
 
Donor 
harmonisation 
problem 
 
Parallel off-
budget project 
management of 
aid project 

Efficient project 
management by expats 
during construction 
/implementation phase 
 
Technology transfer 
through foreign projects 
 
Institutional 
strengthening through 
projects 

 Improved efficiency 
and effectiveness 
 
Improved public 
financial 
management 
 
Greater policy 
alignment of aid 
 
Greater 
predictability of aid 
flows 

Recipient 
country  
 
Local 
citizens  
 
Customers 

Unsuitable 
project design 
that fails to meet 
needs 

  Accelerated 
economic 
development 
 
Poverty reduction 
 
Better service 
delivery 

Local 
suppliers 

Reduced business   Increased business  

Foreign 
suppliers 

 Increased income and 
employment 

Reduced business  

Local 
consultants 

Reduced business   Increased 
employment opps. 

Foreign 
Consultants 

 Increased income and 
employment 

Reduced income 
and employment 
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The Economics discipline has developed an evaluation framework that applies Multi-Criteria 

Analysis (MCA). The appropriate criteria for assessing the likely impacts of Budget Support 

versus Project Aid are: 

 

- Efficiency and cost effectiveness 

- Effectiveness in the achievement of objectives 

- Performance indicators that measure outputs, outcomes and impacts 

- Sustainability 

- Capacity building in public financial management and institutional strengthening 

- Ownership and incentives 

 

Country Readiness Assessment 

Before donors decide to change the modality of aid funds in a particular country from project 

aid to direct budget support, it is important to assess the capacity and performance of the 

recipient country’s public financial management system and its ability to cope with direct 

budget support. Some countries may not have a reliable, transparent and accountable public 

finance system, an effective audit process, and the monitoring and evaluation capacity to be 

able to responsibly account for the use of direct budget support aid funds. The donor may 

decide to undertake a comprehensive assessment of the public financial management.  

 

Issues to investigate may include: 

- Prevalence of corruption in the government accounting and budget system 

- Public financial management capacities 

- Country governance standards 

- Assessment of political risks 

- Strength of the country monitoring and evaluation systems 

 

2. Outcomes Produced by Methods of Inquiry 

The application of an economics discipline evaluation framework using the techniques of cost-

effectiveness analysis, cost benefit analysis and multi-criteria analysis, and the planning balance 
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sheet approach on selected country case studies will produce quantitative evidence on the 

economic impacts of the two approaches to aid delivery.  

 

Some of the impacts of these two alternative modalities may prove to be easier to quantify 

using economic models and techniques rather than other impacts. Other disciplines such as 

political science, management, sociology and behavioral sciences have more appropriate 

models and techniques to assess complex political and managerial issues, and impacts such as 

corruption, incentives to use resources effectively, effectiveness of project management, donor 

recipient relationships and harmonisation and alignment issues. 

 

It is important that an interdisciplinary evaluation framework is adopted and that the 

contributions of the disciplines are integrated into a comprehensive evaluation system that 

provides clear findings on the impacts of the two alternative modalities under the five suggested 

headings below: 

 

- Harmonisation and alignment 

- Public financial management 

- Support to the development of planning and budgetary systems 

- Policies and policy process 

- Service delivery 

 

3. Feeding back Outcomes into Policy and Practice 

Feeding back the findings and recommendations of evaluation studies on Budget Support 

versus Project Aid has been an area of weakness. The simple act of publishing the findings in 

books, paper reports and journals is often not effective in reaching the target audience of 

foreign aid policy decision makers. A more direct approach of the researchers visiting the 

donors and presenting their research findings directly to aid donors and governments is likely to 

be more effective. Presentation of the findings at aid donor coordination meetings and 

international conferences on aid effectiveness is another useful feedback mechanism. Making 

the reports and findings available on a well promoted development studies website linked to the 
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international development assistance agencies is also important to assist with providing instant 

access to the research findings and recommendations. 

 

Other approaches include: 

- Establishment of direct budget support demonstration projects with comprehensive 

monitoring and evaluation of Budget Aid versus Project Aid 

- Production and distribution of a guide manual for direct budget support approach 

 

4. Facilitators and Barriers to Working with other Disciplines 

Benefits of Multidisciplinary Team Research Projects 

Benefits of interdisciplinary conferences, workshops and joint planning sessions 

There are considerable advantages to be had from bringing researchers together at 

interdisciplinary conferences such as the current workshop to discuss and analyse major 

research and evaluation issues. Each discipline has its own set of values, models, theories and 

techniques of investigation. In the social sciences, the disciplines all use a similar basic 

approach to research design and statistical analysis, with overlapping techniques. A single 

discipline approach is inadequate to address the complex impacts of this topic on alternative 

foreign aid modalities. 

 

Barriers, isolation of disciplines, jargon and terminology 

University researchers often work on research projects in isolation in their own discipline-based 

academic department within the university. More effort needs to be made in the selection of 

multidisciplinary teams to undertake research and evaluation studies. Barriers to an 

interdisciplinary approach include a lack of appreciation on the part of some researchers of the 

value of a more comprehensive multidisciplinary approach, and the problems generated by the 

use of jargon and specialised terminology. 
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2.9 Economic Analysis of Budget Support as an Instrument for Sustaining Policy and 

Institutional Change 

Roman Mogilevsky - Centre for Social and Economic Research in Kyrgyzstan (CASE-
Kyrgyzstan), Kyrgyz Republic 
 

 

Budget Support from an Economics Perspective 

General or sector budget support to governments of developing countries is an increasingly 

popular form of aid delivery. According to the OECD/DAC, budget support is a method of 

financing a partner’s budget through a transfer of resources from an external financing agency 

to the partner government’s National Treasury. The financial funds thus transferred are 

managed in accordance with the beneficiary’s budgetary procedures. In many cases (in 

particular, in the practice of the European Commission), budget support is provided in the form 

of a Budget Support Programme (BSP), which includes grant money for a recipient country’s 

government budget with policy conditionality, technical assistance, and NGO support 

programmes attached to the budget support.  

 

Budget support could be considered from different angles. One important approach is to look at 

it from the perspective of economic analysis. Key economic issues of budget support seem to 

be: 

 

Macroeconomic environment for and impact of budget support. Any positive impact of budget 

support programmes, and sustainability of results to be achieved by means of this programme, 

critically depends on its role in macroeconomic stabilisation of the recipient country, and on the 

ability of its government to generate additional domestic resources. These are necessary to 

continue funding of expenditure items supported by the BSP after the programme’s completion. 

This ability, of course, is a function of economic growth, tax collection, and budget priorities of 

the country.  

 

Institutional environment for and impact of budget support. Implementation of BSPs is often 

associated with establishing new or strengthening existing institutions in the recipient country. 

These institutions may include government agencies responsible for policy change 
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implementation or non-governmental actors which could be seen as alternative service 

providers for activities supported by the BSP. Both public and private sector institutions are 

often weak, and require a lot of support. Such BSP components as technical assistance and 

NGP support programmes provide good chances for building required institutional capacity of 

domestic stakeholders, but positive results in this direction may be achieved only when 

necessary institutional analysis is conducted, and needed resources are allocated. 

 

Political economy of budget support. Existing evidence of BSP implementations sometimes 

show mixed results. Suboptimal results of BSPs could be partially attributed to the fact that, 

typically, there are discrepancies in different stakeholders’ attitudes towards policy and 

institutional changes promoted by BSP. There are not only champions of change, but also 

stakeholders who resist changes, because they fear losing their positions as a result of BSP-

supported policies implementation1. So, careful mapping of stakeholders’ interests, and their 

possible strategies, seem to be an important pre-requisite for the design of BSPs. 

 

Economic Approach to the Budget Support Issues 

A set of methods usually used in economics could be applied to the analysis of the budget 

support issues. 

 

To address the macroeconomic issues of budget support, it is necessary to analyse trends in 

economic growth and fiscal situations, in order to assess sufficiency of the planned 

contributions to the government budget for making sustainable change in government policies. 

More specifically, it is necessary to consider the relative role of budget support vs. domestic 

revenues; this would indicate whether the resources are large enough to provide the political 

leverage necessary for the planned policy and institutional reform implementation. It is also 

necessary to analyse prospects for budget revenue growth, in order to ensure that additional 

resources provided by donors can be eventually replaced by domestic resources.  

 

                                                 
1 For example, increase in transparency of budget allocations may not be supported by those officials who enjoy 
substantial discretionary power under current conditions. 
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To assess institutional impact of the BSP and design specific components of the programme 

(conditionality, duration, etc), it is necessary to conduct social cost-benefit analysis of the 

interventions to be supported by the programme. This implies a careful estimation of social 

impact of the BSP per unit of expended resources. This could be technically difficult to do, as 

much of the necessary data may not exist. Nevertheless, even rough estimates may be useful in 

order to exclude infeasible BSP implementation options. If data are available, traditional 

economic optimisation techniques could be employed to determine BSP parameters’ values, 

which maximise net social benefits under existing constraints. 

 

To conduct political-economic analysis, an approach via game theory seems to be useful. This 

requires identification of key players/stakeholders in the BSP, their operation modalities 

(possible strategies), and interests (payoffs) in different situations. Again, it is highly probable 

that there will be difficulties with finding the information necessary for accurate quantification 

of payoffs and other sensitive matters, but the very attempt to consider these issues in a 

systematic way may be beneficial. 

 

Outcomes of Economic Analysis of the Budget Support 

Economic analysis of the budget support issues should facilitate certain outcomes: 

Better understanding of macroeconomic and sector (in case of sector budget support) 

significance of the BSP from the point of view of its contribution to macroeconomic stability, 

supported sector(s) development, institution building and improvements in decision-making 

processes in the government. Economic analysis may also help to identify some possible risks 

for the BSP implementation, including institutional constraints, conflicting interests, etc. 
 

The combination of macroeconomic, institutional and political-economic analysis should allow 

for more concrete and realistic design of the budget support programme, which explicitly 

accounts for the most important implementation constraints and risk factors and provides 

options for resolution of potential problems. 

 

The detailed analysis of social costs and benefits may also help with the design of a proper 

monitoring system for the BSP, as it involves consideration and quantification of relationships 
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between the programme’s inputs, outputs, and outcomes. This makes possible the compilation 

of a coherent set of monitoring indicators. While selection of input and output indicators is 

usually straightforward and directly follows from the policies to be included into the BSP 

conditionality, the choice of outcome indicators is more complicated, as in many cases it is 

difficult to attribute change in potential outcome indicators to the BSP implementation only; 

many other factors also influence these indicators. For selection of possible outcome 

indicators, economic multivariate analysis may be useful. 

 

Use of the Results of Economic Analysis for Practical Implementation of Budget Support 

The above-mentioned outcomes of economic analysis of budget support issues determine some 

possible uses of these results: 

 

Assessment of socio- and political-economic feasibility of different policies that are considered 

for inclusion into the BSP could allow formulating a set of recommendations at the BSP 

formulation stage. These recommendations may concern a selection of the most promising 

sector to receive budget support, the most effective and consistent and least risky mix of 

policies and activities to be incorporated into the BSP conditionality, and complementary 

measures to ensure sustainability of the BSP results (including technical assistance and NGO 

support). 

 

Technical work at the analytical stage should help with determining concrete values of the 

programme’s variables, which are to maximise positive impact of the programme and 

neutralise risks of its implementation. This includes setting weights for different policy 

conditions in the programme’s policy matrix, finding a balance between values of fixed and 

variable tranches and other measures, ensuring on one side sufficient leverage to support 

desired policy change, and on the other side allowing for relatively smooth flow of budget 

support. Another set of recommendations may relate to the design of the BSP monitoring 

system as it was outlined in the previous section.  

 



 66

Economic Analysis as an integral part of Interdisciplinary Treatment of the Budget 

Support Issue 

Economic analysis is obviously important, but by no means could it replace other types of 

analysis of budget support issues. In fact, to implement many types of analysis described above, 

a close collaboration of economists with representatives of other disciplines is mandatory. 

Examples include social cost-benefit analysis, where meaningful valuation of social benefits 

(often of a non-monetary nature) is impossible without contribution of sector specialists (e.g., 

health or social workers), or political-economic analysis, where identification of strategies and 

payoffs of stakeholders requires contributions from public policy/management experts. 

 

Analysis of budget support problems by different disciplines’ representatives would always be 

based on some discipline-specific hypotheses regarding possible policy options, stakeholders’ 

behavior, etc. It is therefore very important that all experts working on the same problem have 

sufficient background understanding of these underlying assumptions made by other team 

members. If this understanding of others’ logic is available, that enormously facilitates 

interdisciplinary dialogue and provides for complementarity and consistency of different types 

of analysis. On the other side, lack of knowledge of these discipline-specific approaches would 

be a barrier to fruitful interdisciplinary collaboration. 

 

This is a problem which could be solved relatively easily in the process of mutual learning, 

which usually takes place anyway in stable interdisciplinary teams. However, there could be 

discrepancies in discipline-specific approaches, which are more difficult to address. This may 

relate, for example, to differences in time horizons applied in the process of assessment of 

social benefits and costs. Social workers may insist on selection of some specific intervention, 

which is costly but known to be most effective in the longer-term. From the Economist’s 

perspective, ‘long-term’ may be somewhat shorter and this intervention may not be the most 

effective in this shorter period of time. This type of interdisciplinary contradiction may be 

resolved by some compromise and deviation from traditional beliefs on both sides, which is 

difficult and time-consuming to achieve. 
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In spite of all potential difficulties, for analysis of such complex and practically important 

phenomena as budget support, interdisciplinary dialogue and collaboration are absolutely 

necessary. 
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2.10 Budget Support and the Development Framework 
Gloria Talagi-Lines - Government of Niue, New Zealand  
 

1.    How does your discipline view the key issues in budget support? 

- Access to longer term research funding is essential for the recruitment and retention of 

skilled personnel, a fundamental aspect of capability building. Discontinuities in funding 

and multiple short-term contracts are common, and sometimes undermine efforts to build 

capability. 

 

- Individuals with the necessary expertise and personal attributes to become skilled 

personnel are in short supply. Universities cannot compete on salary with government 

organisations, and have limited incentives available to attract and retain staff. 

 

- Building research skills is only possible where funding is available from scholarships and 

fellowships, or via a research programme position. 

 

- Recognition of specific training needs for new researchers is essential. 

 

2. What methods of inquiry does your discipline bring to the above issue? 

- Two distinct approaches to capability building are evident: Research centres attempt to 

train and retain staff to meet research programme outcomes, and academic departments 

more commonly use research programmes as a context for training, with the expectation 

that they will move on to new and often non-research roles. 

 

- A highly valued form of capability building is working alongside senior skilled personnel 

and learning by doing. 

 

- There is a need for better access to methodology teaching at undergraduate and 

postgraduate levels and access to networks which would widen the skill base and advice 

available. 
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- An apprentice style on-the-job approach to training and mentoring junior personnel 

should be the model for building capabilities. It is also considered an essential approach 

if skill shortages at career entry level are to be addressed - especially those that are 

related to the specific technical needs of any programme. 

 

- A more diverse team in terms of skill levels and areas of expertise is seen as beneficial 

for training new personnel and for capability building generally. 

 

- On-the-job training is the most effective approach for building skills. It is not uncommon 

for new personnel to describe their initial experiences of working on research 

programmes as overwhelming, and being “thrown in at the deep end”. The new personnel 

often lacked necessary skills, and needed more assistance that was on offer from senior 

colleagues. 

 

3. What outcomes do you expect from these methods of inquiry? 

The outcomes should highlight some institutional and governance conditions needed for these 

methods of enquiry to take hold: 

Leadership: personnel in various disciplines have a crucial role in putting the methods of 

inquiry on the policy agenda and determining how important they are. 

 

Vision: comprehensive methods of inquiry that take hold are founded on a coherent vision of 

goals, broad objectives, and notional timetables for bringing about improved public 

participation. 

 

Selectivity: methods of inquiry take hold when they are widely recognised as important, and 

have good potential to be carried out in a timely manner, and to be a catalyst for additional 

inquiries or researches. 

Sensitivity: each discipline has its own unique historical, political and cultural context that 

needs to be factored in. 
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Stamina: any fundamental method of enquiry usually takes time to take hold, and needs to be 

sustained across changes in policies or changes in funding. 

4. How do the outcomes normally feed into policy and practice? 

Through: 

- Increasing the team’s relevant knowledge base and understanding of pertinent local 

issues; extending the reach of the programme; providing channels for dissemination to 

different audiences; and increasing the visibility and potential implementation of research 

findings 

 

- End-user relationships including informal interpersonal contact, advisory groups, 

secondments and joint workshops 

 

- The involvement of communities sometimes generally funded by programmes, and this is 

seen as essential to the development process. 

- Working with community groups and advisory boards 

 

- End-user contact in diverse ways, for example to engage with unfamiliar groups of 

people, establishing enduring networks with people with common interests, and receiving 

advice and support 

 

- Relationships of long standing which are refreshed as interests morph 

 

- Relationships range from informal opportunistic encounters between individual team 

members to structured project specific joint activities. 

 

- The capability building potential of international linkages including access to data, 

exchange opportunities, contextualising, comparing and validating current activities, and 

benchmarking standards. 
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- The opportunity to situate the programme within an international context, develop more 

extensive networks, build research confidence, enjoy the stimulation of exposure to new 

ideas and validate methodological approaches. 

 

5. What do you perceive to be the facilitators and barriers to working with other 

disciplines? 

 (i)     Inter- and trans-disciplinary practices 

- Most portfolio programmes were described as inter- or transdisciplinary. The complex 

nature of social issues and engagement with the policy sector are seen to have 

precipitated the surfacing of inter- and transdisciplinary practice. 

 

- The merging of disciplinary knowledge to create new ways of conceptualising social 

issues is sometimes seen to stimulate innovative and productive social science research. 

 

- Working in an inter- or transdisciplinary environment did not change the disciplinary 

orientation of new personnel but expanded their repertoire to encompass perspectives 

and/or methods from different disciplines.  

 

- Some new researchers, for example Pacific researchers, are aware that their cultural skills 

made them valuable contributors to social science projects on diverse topics that could be 

framed from a number of disciplinary perspectives. They became adept at applying core 

skills in a range of projects. 

 

- As a consequence of working on multiple projects in inter- and transdisciplinary 

environments, some new personnel often found assigning themselves to a specific 

discipline was not meaningful. 

 

(ii) Funding the development of new ideas 

- Common strategies were utilising internal university funds as seeding funding and 

‘leveraging’ from current programme resources. The ideas themselves generally emerged 
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from the skills and knowledge base of the team, and from new questions that arose 

through the analysis of data from earlier research projects. 

 

- Maintaining the inspiration and energy within a research team is a necessary part of 

resourcing the development of new ideas. 

 

- Engaging with external stakeholders and drawing on new and existing relationships and 

networks is also important for developing new ideas. 

 

(iii) Continuity/discontinuity of research employment 

- Maintaining continuity of employment for highly valued personnel is a major frustration 

and challenge for programme leaders and is sometimes seen to be an inevitable 

consequence of the low funding base of investigator-initiated social science research and 

the short-term nature of contract funding.  

-  Short-term contracts and casual, often part-time, work creates an unstable working 

environment for personnel. Higher financial rewards and the employment stability of 

government contribute to the vulnerability and instability of university-based research 

teams. 

 

- A scarcity of funding and skilled personnel promotes a competitive rather than a 

collaborative research environment. 

 

- The less secure the funding environment, the more flexible personnel need to be to 

maintain their position. Retaining individuals with specialist rather than generic skills is 

difficult. 

 

- Juggling people and funds between projects to maintain continuity of employment is 

sometimes a common practice for programme leaders. 

 

- Building a career can be a precarious exercise, from acquiring the first job to maintaining 

a series of short-term rollover contracts, to securing funding for a longer-term position. 
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- A career path into research is often not transparent. It requires being in the right place at 

the right time, having interpersonal networks, and being able to take on casual or part-

time work until something more secure comes along. Issues of job security and career 

uncertainty featured less in the interviews with some researchers, who are aware of the 

limited supply and high demand for their skills. 

 

(iv) Career choice issues 

- Sometimes the expectations placed on researchers to fulfil a range of roles and produce a 

range of outputs are unrealistic. 

 

- The importance of weighing up and balancing work with other aspects of life. Funding 

and salary levels are important considerations in the decision of whether research is a 

manageable and desirable career in the longer term. 

 

- Non-monetary attractions of research work were also weighed up against the 

comparatively low salaries. 

 

 (v)    Awareness and participation 

- All lead researchers are members of some organisation or other. Awareness of activities 

ranged from individuals who claimed to have a vague knowledge of these organisations 

to those who reported a detailed knowledge of activities and frequent participation. 

 

- Being forward-looking and accurately diagnosing problems, providing a clear and 

comprehensive analysis of options and costs. 

 

- Strengthening linkages with other policy areas and ensuring internal consistency. 

 

- Recognising historical, cultural and/or political realities. 

- Ensuring solutions are cost-effective and practical. 

 

- Having a clearly defined and practical implementation strategy. 
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- Engaging stakeholders in all levels of society, including NGOs. 

 

- Accessing training opportunities. 
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2.11 Improving the outcome of Antiretroviral Therapy by effective control of malaria 

among HIV positive pregnant women in sub-Saharan Africa 

Chigozie Jesse Uneke - Ebonyi State University, Nigeria 

 

1. How my discipline views the key issues in HIV/AIDS 

Sub-Saharan Africa remains the worst affected region by the global HIV/AIDS epidemic with 

25.4 million people living with HIV. Women of reproductive age make up almost 57% of 

adults living with HIV in the sub-region, accounting for up to 80% of the world’s HIV-infected 

women, with the HIV prevalence rates sometimes exceeding 40% among pregnant women. 

Sub-Saharan Africa is also the most severely affected region by malaria, with about 90% of the 

two to three million annual deaths occurring in the sub-region. Each year, approximately 25 

million women become pregnant and are at increased risk of infection with Plasmodium 

falciparum malaria. The HIV and malaria epidemics overlap in sub-Saharan Africa, with the 

attendant severe public health consequences among pregnant women. The treatment of HIV in 

pregnant sub-Saharan African women has been particularly challenging because of a high rate 

of coinfection with malaria. Malarial infection of the placenta appears to increase placental viral 

load and, it has been suggested, may also increase the risk of vertical transmission of HIV; with 

inadequate antimalarial treatment, the HIV disease progression may be worsened. 

 

Effective prevention and treatment of malaria in HIV-infected pregnant women in endemic 

areas is increasingly regarded as part of basic HIV care. As access to antiretroviral drugs is 

increasing, and new combinations of antimalarial drugs are being evaluated in sub-Saharan 

Africa, there is potential for interactions between these therapies which may be beneficial or 

detrimental in pregnancy. For instance, concurrent administration of certain antiretrovirals and 

antimalarials among pregnant women with malaria and HIV coinfection has been associated 

with increased risk of toxicities, adverse drug reactions (ADRs), and mortality. Effective 

malaria control is imperative if improved outcome of antiretroviral therapy in pregnancy is to 

be achieved.  
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2.  Methods of inquiry my discipline brings to the above issue 

The methods of inquiry are as follows: 

 

(a) The first step is to initiate and design a scientific investigation that would target the issue 

to be addressed. 

 

(b)  The second step is to define or specify the research question. In this case the research 

question is thus: “How can malaria be effectively controlled in HIV-positive pregnant 

women in order to improve antiretroviral therapy among these women in sub-Saharan 

Africa?” 

 

(c)   The third step is to outline the research objectives as follows: 

(i)  To conduct studies with findings that would highlight the operational feasibility of 

concurrent use of antiretroviral and antimalarial agents to treat pregnant women with 

malaria and HIV co-infection in order to balance intervention efficacy with safety, 

availability, affordability, and simplicity of delivery in sub-Saharan Africa. 

(ii)  To outline strategies to overcome the challenge of low adherence, poor-quality 

drugs and inadequate treatment. 

(iii)  To establish the need for close communication between antenatal and HIV clinics 

and strategies to achieve this. 

(iv)  To develop a potentially effective malaria and HIV treatment content for prenatal 

care adapted to the context of developing countries especially in the sub-Saharan Africa. 

(v)  To establish the need for effective drug monitoring policy and strategies for its 

implementation. 

(vi)  To highlight the strategies to improve access of rural women to antenatal clinic 

services in the sub-Saharan Africa where they can obtain antiretroviral and antimalarial 

drugs free or at affordable costs. 

(vii)  To evolve strategies that would enhance the distribution and acceptance of 

insecticide-treated bed nets on a large scale and promotion of other malaria control 

measures.    
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(viii) To develop evidence-based health policy and system research knowledge that has 

policy relevance for effective control of malaria among HIV-infected pregnant women in 

sub-Saharan Africa. 

 

(d)  The fourth step is to outline the research methodologies to achieve the objectives as 

follows: 

(i)  Conduct extensive review of published works, synthesise findings and arrive at a 

conclusion. 

(ii)  Design and conduct various epidemiological studies such as observational studies 

(descriptive study, cross-sectional study, case-control study, cohort study) and 

experimental study (randomised control trials). 

(iii)   Design and conduct a KAP (knowledge, attitude and practice) survey. 

(e)  Produce a scientific report based on the results obtained.   

 

3.  Outcomes expected from the methods of enquiry  

The operational feasibility of the use of antiretroviral and antimalarial agents to treat coinfected 

pregnant women in order to balance intervention efficacy with safety, availability, affordability, 

and simplicity of delivery would be established. One very important aspect of this is the 

establishment of a treatment policy such as the administration of intermittent preventive 

treatment (IPT) with the antimalarial drug sulfadoxine pyrimethamine (SP); at least 3 courses 

for HIV-infected women according to their stage of HIV infection, while daily cotrimoxazole 

(trimethoprim and sulfamethoxazole) can be given as an alternative to IPT with SP for HIV-

infected pregnant women with CD4+ cell counts below a certain threshold. 

 

The identification of strategies to overcome the challenge of low adherence to treatment is 

expected. One important method that is expected to be emphasised is effective patient education 

by medical personnel, and how this can be conducted. Strategies of dealing with poor-quality 

drugs are also expected. Information would be available on the possibility of overcoming 

dubious drug quality by making the drugs free or very cheap through subsidy by either donor 

organisations or the government, regulating drug acquisition and distribution by regulatory 

bodies, and sourcing drugs from reliable manufacturers.  
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Findings that would support a policy that will enable close communication between ANC and 

HIV clinics in hospitals are expected. One such issue expected to be highlighted is possible 

severe adverse drug reaction, associated with the concurrent use of cotrimoxazole and SP in 

HIV-infected patients which usually occurs when health workers at either ANC or HIV clinics 

are unaware of what drugs the patient has been prescribed previously. 

 

A potentially effective malaria and HIV treatment content which integrates the socio-cultural 

aspects of the geographical area of infected pregnant women, and is adapted to local realities, is 

expected. Strategies to establish innovative pharmacovigilance tools, methods and systems to 

monitor drug resistance, adverse drug reaction and side effects are also expected.  

 

Other expected outcomes include strategies to improve access of rural women to antenatal 

clinic services where they can obtain antiretroviral and antimalarial drugs free or at affordable 

costs, either through increasing the number of rural health centres or establishing functioning 

outreach services and making ITNs available and affordable by HIV-infected pregnant women.  

 

 

4.  How the outcomes normally feed into policy and practice  

Evidence-based health policy and system research knowledge which has policy relevance for 

effective control of malaria among HIV infected pregnant women in sub-Saharan Africa is 

expected from this project. There are various ways these outcomes feed into policy and 

practice and the most important is enhancing the capacity to use evidence in policy-making and 

practice. The practical steps involved are as follows: 

 

 (a)  Report of the inquiry is made available, and improved access to the research findings by 

stakeholders in policy-making is ensured. The stakeholders include Ministries of health, 

health institutions (including hospitals and medical schools), civil society groups, health 

system managers, politicians, political advisors, legislators and the judiciary. 

 

(b)  By holding workshops in order to create awareness and educate stakeholders in policy-

making on the research findings. Extensive discussion is held in the workshop to review 
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and evaluate the findings. Also, to evolve strategies for capacity enhancement in health 

policy and systems research evidence use in policy-making, and to devise the most 

appropriate ways for the policy implementation.  

 

 (c)  Through the provision of training and/or mentoring in the use, adaptation and application 

of research evidence derived from the outcome of the investigation to strengthen 

individual staff skills, particularly those at management/decision making levels in the 

ministries of health.  

 

 

5.  Perceived facilitators and barriers to working with other disciplines  

(a)  Perceived facilitators  

(i)  Increased awareness of the need for an interdisciplinary approach to address global 

challenges 

(ii)  Establishment of national, regional and international forum for the promotion of    

interdisciplinary approach to solving global challenges  

(iii)  Periodic conduction of workshops, seminars, symposia etc., which will promote 

multidisciplinary approach to address global issues 

       (iv)  Establishment of research teams in which various disciplines are adequately 

represented 

(v)  Funding to be given only to research proposals that have interdisciplinary 

involvement 

(vi) High rating and acceptance of evidence-based health system research and other 

types of research that have interdisciplinary content  

(vii) Establishment of training programmes and courses in institutions that promote an 

interdisciplinary approach to tackling issues of public interest.  

          (viii) Establishment of special commissions and technical advisory groups with various 

disciplines adequately represented. 
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(b)  Perceived barriers  

             (i)  The existence of disparity between various disciplines.  

             (ii)  The excessive promotion of the importance of one discipline to the detriment of 

others and the lack of adequate understanding and recognition of the importance of every 

discipline in problem solving.   

             (iii) Absence of research grants that fund only interdisciplinary projects.  

             (iv) The existence of objectionable codes of conduct within certain disciplines that make 

working or collaborating with other disciplines very difficult or almost impossible.  
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2.12 Patents versus Patients? The TRIPS Agreement, Pharmaceutical Transnational 

Corporations and Access to HIV/AIDS Drugs in Southern Africa: A Human Rights 

Perspective 

Cephas Lumina  - University of Kwazulu Natal, South Africa 

 

1. LAW AND HIV/AIDS  

The general approach of law to issues of HIV/AIDS is advancing human rights; that is, 

promoting the human rights of people living with or affected by HIV (including through 

advocating increased access to treatment) and providing redress for violations of their human 

rights. The underlying assumption is that a human rights framework is essential to an effective 

response to HIV/AIDS.  

 

Within the field of human rights law, HIV/AIDS is primarily viewed as a human rights issue, 

with two main dimensions. First, HIV/AIDS is viewed from the perspective of the rights of 

people infected or affected. HIV-positive persons and AIDS victims are often subject to 

violations of many rights, including economic and social rights, such as work-related rights 

(compulsory testing, denial of employment based on HIV-positive status, dismissal, denial of 

medical benefits, etc.) and access to health care facilities (including treatment), as well as in 

relation to the enjoyment of civil and political rights, such as the right to dignity (involuntary 

testing), equality and non-discrimination, privacy (medical confidentiality) and freedom of 

movement (restrictions on movement). Secondly, persons who are infected or affected by 

HIV/AIDS often lack access to legal protection or remedies for violations of their rights. Thus, 

human rights focus on guaranteeing the availability of and ensuring access to legal remedies. 

It is notable that states can also be guilty of discrimination by omission, through, for example, 

lack of or failure to implement laws and policies that promote redress and safeguard the rights 

of persons infected or affected by HIV/AIDS. 
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2.  Methods of Inquiry 

Traditionally, research methods in law are almost exclusively in the form of analysis of existing 

legal documents and judicial decisions relevant to the topic being researched. In this vein, 

research into HIV/AIDS as a human rights issue focuses on the key human rights principles and 

legal standards essential for the effective protection of the rights of persons infected or affected 

by HIV/AIDS as well as on the legal remedies available to them. These norms are typically 

elaborated in international and regional human rights instruments as well as in national 

legislation, and are authoritatively interpreted and applied by courts or other competent 

tribunals. Consequently, research into HIV/AIDS from a human rights/legal perspective is 

concerned with analysis of relevant international, regional and national human rights and legal 

instruments (treaties and statutes) as well as the decisions of courts and tribunals with the 

competence to interpret and apply these principles. 

 

However, the intersection of law with other areas, such as international trade and public health, 

exposes the limitations of legal research (narrowly defined) and calls for a triangulated 

approach beyond the traditional legal textual analysis. The present research will examine the 

human rights implications of pharmaceutical patent protection under the World Trade 

Organisation’s Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Agreement (TRIPS Agreement) 

with a specific focus on access to treatment. In particular, it will assess the impact of the TRIPS 

Agreement on states’ obligations concerning the right to health and on access to HIV/AIDS 

drugs by affected persons as a core component of the right to health in selected countries in 

southern Africa. Further, the research will examine how the tension between the right to health 

can be reconciled with the policies and activities of the international financial and trade 

institutions and transnational corporations (TNCs) in general and the TRIPS Agreement in 

particular. Clearly, these issues cannot be addressed solely on the basis of a documentary 

analysis. Other relevant methods would therefore be policy analysis, statistical analysis, case 

studies, and surveys. 
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3.  Expected Outcomes 

Preliminary research reveals a dearth of focused analyses of the intersection between the 

international trade regime and human rights, particularly the right of access to treatment in the 

context of HIV/AIDS in southern Africa. It is expected that the current research will provide 

information concerning: 

 

- The legal obligations arising from international trade and human rights instruments and 

compliance by states with these obligations (especially the obligation to realise the right 

to health) 

 

- The national legal and policy frameworks governing access to medicines generally and 

HIV/AIDS drugs in particular in southern Africa 

 

- The laws and policies relating to HIV/AIDS in southern African countries and the extent 

to which these impede or promote the rights of persons infected or affected by 

HIV/AIDS, including the right of equitable access to treatment 

 

- The impact of pharmaceutical patent protection under the TRIPS Agreement, protection 

of the intellectual property rights of pharmaceutical TNCs, and the impact of drug pricing 

on availability, affordability and access to treatment 

 

- Identification of other barriers to access to HIV/AIDS medicines 

 

- How the conflict between the right to health and intellectual property rights can be 

resolved 

 

- Identification of a rights-based approach to global trade that promotes rather than hinders 

access to treatment 

 

- Use of flexibilities under the international trade regime to promote the right of access to 

health care.  
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4.  Implications for Policy and Practice 

A key assumption of this research is that application of human rights will advance HIV/AIDS 

health policy reform at both the international and national levels. Rights-based policies offer 

powerful instruments with which to address the challenge of access to treatment and health care 

services in countries that are profoundly affected by HIV/AIDS. It is hoped that the results of 

the research will offer basic principles to guide health policy formulation and implementation 

as well as legislation. 

 

At the international level, it is hoped that the research will make recommendations on how 

access to essential HIV/AIDS drugs could be guided by the four core standards laid down by 

the United Nations Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; namely, availability, 

accessibility, acceptability and quality.    

 

There are various implications of the research at the national level. First, a human rights 

approach to HIV/AIDS can assist in the formulation of sustainable, equitable and non-

discriminatory policies to achieve HIV/AIDS public health objectives, especially access to 

treatment and care by those affected by HIV/AIDS. Second, such an approach would enable 

policy makers to assess national laws and policies relating to HIV/AIDS against universal 

human rights standards, so that where the national standards or practices restrict or fail to 

promote human rights, human rights based policies that are consistent with universal standards 

can be developed to address the problem of HIV/AIDS. Third, the results of the research may 

also inform training schemes designed to develop the capacity of organisations. This would 

ultimately increase the access of people living with HIV/AIDS to legal protection. 

 

5.  Facilitators and Barriers to Interdisciplinary Research 

There are both barriers and facilitators to working collaboratively across disciplines. Facilitators 

include team identification of individual and mutually shared research goals, research questions 

and methods; shared intellectual ownership; availability of communication and conflict 

resolution strategies; opportunities for sharing experiences; opportunities to question 

assumptions and stereotypes; willingness and ability to share and learn from the diverse but 

complementary skills and knowledge of others; commitment; and consensus in decision 
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making. I believe that law, as a social institution, can be studied from the perspective of other 

disciplines and that it also uses information generated by other disciplines. HIV/AIDS is a 

global public health issue, which cuts across various disciplines. Consequently, an 

interdisciplinary approach is the most effective way to address the multifarious issues it raises. 

 

Possible barriers to working with other disciplines include issues of consensus and team 

building; clarification of intellectual property rights, ownership of data and credit for work; 

different disciplinary epistemologies, goals and traditions of research; the right mix of 

methodologies; analytical frameworks that integrate multiple levels; strong preconceptions 

about other disciplines; and difficulties of learning a new ‘language’. However, I believe that 

most of these obstacles can be addressed at the outset of the interdisciplinary research effort. 
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2.13   HIV/AIDS prevention among sex workers: A case study of sex worker interventions 

of National AIDS STD Programme (NASP) from a gender perspective  

Mohammad Didarul Alam - University of South Australia, Australia 

 

Bangladesh, with approximately 100,000 sex workers and an estimated 7500 cases of HIV-

positive, is on the verge of a concentrated HIV epidemic. These sex workers serve around half a 

million clients (men) a day in brothels, streets, hotels and residences throughout the country. 

Various studies indicate that both the number of sex workers and their clients are increasing 

gradually, but, despite a considerable increase in the number of clients, the average income per 

sex worker has decreased significantly. Studies and National HIV/AIDS surveillance data 

(NHSSB 2004-05) confirm that many sex workers are very poor, illiterate, underage, bonded, 

physically, mentally, sexually and economically abused, and used to life and work in a very 

unhealthy and unsafe environment. Group and anal sex with them have increased. 

 

Many sex workers have STDs. Most clients of these sex workers do not use condoms. Sex 

workers themselves do not always care for condoms as quicker sex means avoiding police 

harassment and many consider their income for survival more urgent than protection from 

AIDS. Moreover, they have low risk perception of HIV/AIDS.  

 

Many sex workers (40%) and their male clients are injecting drug users (IDUs) and a good 

number of them (along with 80% of IDU sex workers) share needles and syringes. Though the 

rate of HIV/AIDS among sex workers is still less than 1%, a concentrated HIV/AIDS epidemic 

has already started among IDUs in Dhaka. In this context, the injecting drug use of sex workers, 

and their unprotected sex with male IDUs and other (married and unmarried) clients, poses a 

huge risk of HIV transmission from sex workers to the general population through their clients 

(UNICEF 2006). Moreover, a huge number of sex workers (89.7% in one border area), as well 

as other people, frequently cross borders to sell or buy sex in India and Myanmar where the 

AIDS epidemic has already started.  

The knowledge of the general population and of sex workers about HIV/AIDS is low. Due to 

immense social stigma, cultural, economic, political, social, legal, programmatic and policy 

barriers, sex workers are either not always able to reach, or many of them keep away from, 
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HIV/AIDS related preventive, VCT and curative services. Sex workers have also prompted a 

dangerous outbreak of HIV/AIDS in three neighbouring countries of Bangladesh — India, 

Myanmar and Thailand. Similarly, heterosexual transmission to and from sex workers is 

believed to be one of the imperatives of HIV transmission, as all high-risk practices including 

unsafe sex and drug abuse are rampant. Hence the national HIV/AIDS policies and programmes 

have given priority to address sex workers and other high-risk groups to prevent the potential 

HIV/AIDS epidemic.  

 

NASP has been implementing several country-wide sex workers’ interventions targeting street, 

hotel, residence and brothel based sex workers under the HIV/AIDS Prevention Project (HAPP) 

through 21 NGOs covering 44 districts and all (13) brothels of Bangladesh. Under these 

interventions around 82 DICs (drop-in centres) have been established separately for street, 

brothel, hotel and residence based sex workers and their clients. Awareness raising programmes 

through peer education and folk media, local level advocacy, counselling, condom promotion 

and free distribution, free STI treatment and supply of STI medicine (limited), as well as 

referral for VCT and higher treatment services are provided to sex workers and their clients 

from these DICs. In addition to all these services, street based sex worker DICs provide rest and 

recreational services (like watching TV and playing some indoor games) to the sex workers. 

Peer educators visit sex workers and their clients in their working spots and provide health 

education and distribute condoms regularly, and motivate and refer them to DICs for 

counselling and treatment. All DICs services are available only during office times. A network 

of NGOs (working on HIV/AIDS) and government administration has been established by the 

project, and works in every district to support the smooth implementation of the project.  

 

Methods of investigation  

Gender analysis frameworks such as the Gender Analysis Matrix (GAM) and the Social 

Relation Approach (SRA) will be used to identify and explain gender issues (UNDP 2001) in 

HAPP. As every gender analysis framework has limitations, and each covers only certain 

factors, in order to have a comprehensive picture of gender issues in HIV/AIDS management, 

these two frameworks will be applied taking into consideration their area-specific strengths. 

GAM will be used to explain the NSAP responses (from programmatic and policy side) to the 
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risks and vulnerabilities of sex workers in relation to their profession, and the causes, 

prevention, treatment and care of HIV/AIDS. It will focus on NASP responses to biological 

factors (age, sex and reproductive issues), environmental factors (living and working 

conditions), DICs (location), social factors (social structure, gender norms and stigma), 

economic (poverty, income) and political factors (legal issues) - all of which have links with 

gender specific causes of and responses to HIV/AIDS for sex workers and their male clients.  

 

Social Relation Framework (SRF) will be applied to examine the NASP responses to survival, 

security, autonomy and rights of sex workers, and their access to and control over their lives 

and resources (information, goods and services). It will also be used to explain the NASP 

interventions in addressing the institutional (mainly state and society) rules and practices that 

create or reproduce vulnerabilities and opportunities for sex workers to HIV/AIDS. SRF will 

also be used to explain participation of sex workers in all stages of programme and policy 

development, implementation monitoring and evaluation. It will also help to investigate the 

contribution of programmes and policies in alliance building of sex workers and/or institutions, 

promotion of empowerment and self-reliance among sex workers, sustainable development and 

accountability. 

 

Expected outcomes  

This research will discover gender sensitivity of NASP - sex worker interventions in the areas 

of HIV/AIDS prevention, treatment, care, protection and empowerment. It will identify gender 

issues that have impact on the health and well-being of sex workers in relation to their 

profession and HIV/AIDS (causes, prevention, treatment, care, protection and empowerment). 

Then it will analyse the strengths and weaknesses of NASP sex worker interventions and 

policies in response to the above gender concerns. It will give some programmatic and policy 

recommendations to better address the gender issues in NASP programmes and policies.  

 

Fitting outcomes into policy and practice 

The outcome of the research will be disseminated among NASP management, policy makers 

and donors through regular and special meetings, seminars and publication in media and 

journals. A joint GO, NGOs, beneficiaries, donors and policy makers meeting could be 
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organised by NSAP where the research findings will be shared.  This would also allow for 

consultation to take place to reach a consensus, incorporating these research findings into 

existing and forthcoming programmes and policies, and to clarify the roles of different 

organisations in implementing the study findings. Individual meeting with key policy makers 

and donors could be considered before formal meetings, as a technique to motivate and 

convince them beforehand.     

 

Possible facilitators and barriers to work with other disciplines  

HIV/AIDS is a multifaceted problem. It needs addressing from various angles in a coordinated 

manner. In addition to the health sector, strategic, harmonised and meaningful involvement of 

all other sectors and interdisciplinary teams is important to better understand and address 

HIV/AIDS effectively and efficiently. Health professionals may place more emphasis on 

medical aspects, economists may consider economic aspects, and others may give priority to 

their discipline/ area specific concerns. As NASP is governed by health professionals, they may 

dominate in decision making from a medical point of view. Multidisciplinary research will help 

NASP to understand the multidimensional causes, impacts, and effect of HIV/AIDS and the 

importance of collaboration with other sectors.  
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2.14 Indigenous Development, Indigenous Knowledge and Preventing HIV/AIDS in the 

Pacific 

J. Alison Green – University of Auckland, New Zealand 
 
 
Background 
In the Pacific region, which comprises 23 countries and territories (PICTs2), there are 12,169 

men, women and children who are HIV-positive, most of whom live in Papua New Guinea, 

although other countries with medium-to-high HIV rates include New Caledonia, French 

Polynesia, Guam, Kiribati and Fiji (SPC, 2004, p. 1). Early cases of HIV were amongst men 

who had sex with men or recipients of blood products, but the modes of transmission have 

changed over the last two decades. Heterosexual transmission, injecting drug use, and perinatal 

transmission are now the main modes of transmission, against the backdrop of structural 

determinants that increase the risk of HIV and AIDS-related deaths. Young people and women 

are particularly at risk (Sladden, 2005, p. 36). 

 

Indigenous Development in the Pacific 

In the discipline of ‘development’, there are different schools of thought about what constitutes 

development theory and practice. The history of development theory and practice is located in 

programmes designed to increase the productivity of the economies of the colonies and former 

colonies of Britain, France, Portugal, and other European powers (Leys, 2005). Critics of 

development theory, including contemporary indigenous critics in the Pacific region, highlight 

the ahistorical, universalist, politically partisan, and colonising elements of much of what 

passes as aid and development programmes today (Emberson-Bain, 1999, pp. 7-13: Kelsey, 

2006). What is clear is that the successes in the indigenous development field depend on the 

ability of indigenous actors to self-determine and then implement their own visions of 

development (Cornell, 2006).  

 

 

 

 

                                                 
2 Pacific Island Countries and Territories 
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Key Issues in HIV/AIDS in the Pacific region from a Maori development perspective 

Within the broad discipline of development, sub-disciplines exist which include Maori 

development theorists and practitioners. Supported by research, the major themes within Maori 

development literature about what successful development means for Maori are: 

 

- Development models are defined by Maori (rather than by the state) and embody the 

process of ‘being and acting Maori’ (Henare, 2000, p. 5). 

 

- Models are transformative and contribute toward ‘tino rangatiratanga’ or Maori notions 

of self-determination (Henare, 2000, p. 6). 

 

- Successful economic development is necessarily sound social and cultural development, 

as well as protection of the environment (Durie, 1998, p. 4). 

 

- Keys to Maori economic and social development lie in good Maori governance and 

leadership (Dodd, 2002, p. 1). 

 

Applying these themes to preventing HIV/AIDS in the Pacific region, the issues that Maori 

development theorists and practitioners would likely propose for discussion with other 

indigenous peoples from the Pacific region would include the following: 

 

- HIV/AIDS prevention and treatment models should be defined by indigenous PICTs 

peoples (i.e. key actors), with the support of regional and international organisations 

providing technical assistance, funds, and suchlike. 

 

- Models for HIV/AIDS programmes should be ‘transformative’ in that such programmes 

should contribute to broader development programmes that strengthen the self-

determination of indigenous PICTs peoples. 

 

- Successful HIV/AIDS programmes must be integrated with economic, social and cultural 

development programmes that address the wider structural determinants of HIV/AIDS. 



 96

- Good indigenous PICTs governance and leadership is central to successful indigenous 

PICTs economic and social development, including the governance and leadership of 

local and regional HIV/AIDS programmes. 

  

Kaupapa Maori3 as a method of inquiry for preventing HIV/AIDS in the Pacific region 

Kaupapa Maori approaches have been developed and driven by Maori theorists and 

philosophers and derive from distinctive cultural, epistemological and metaphysical 

foundations (Dodd, 2004, pp. 3 - 4; Nepe, 1991, p. 15). Contemporary expressions and 

applications of Kaupapa Maori approaches are visible within the education and social services 

sector in Aotearoa New Zealand as a response to the subordination of Maori knowledge and 

ways of practice by the colonising state of New Zealand (Smith, 1999, pp. 64-65). Driven by 

Maori, Kaupapa Maori approaches have led to successful individual and collective outcomes 

for Maori in the fields of Maori language and Maori education, for example. These outcomes 

have not been achieved within state-driven initiatives.  

 

There are a number of different Kaupapa Maori approaches (Smith & Reid, 2000, p. 5) but the 

key element that all share are approaches that investigate issues in the context of the indigenous 

colonial experience. In this sense, Kaupapa Maori approaches are strategies for change in that 

these have a transformative and a decolonising agenda.  

 

The other elements of Kaupapa Maori approaches are as follows: 

 

- is concerned with tino rangatiratanga or Maori autonomy over Maori livelihood and 

wellbeing 

 

                                                 
3 For a full range of meanings associated with the term ‘Kaupapa Maori’ read the definitions at the 
kaupapamaori.com website at http://www.kaupapamaori.com/theory/6/ 
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-  assumes the validity and legitimacy of being Maori, including the survival and revival of 

Maori language, culture, Maori knowledge and values 

 

-  is a culturally preferred Maori pedagogy 

 

-  has an impact at an ideological level in terms of exposing unequal power relations in 

Aotearoa New Zealand 

 

- relocates the whanau or extended family as the model for human interrelationships 

 

- is focused on the principle of collective commitment and vision. 

 

Other indigenous theorists and practitioners from a range of disciplines have found that there is 

a resonance with Kaupapa Maori approaches and the key elements of their own indigenous-

centred theories and practices (Battiste, 2006). Notwithstanding this, it is important to note that 

while there are similarities between Kaupapa Maori approaches and those the indigenous 

peoples of the Pacific Island countries and territories claim as their own such as talanoa4, there 

are also differences. It is essential, therefore, that indigenous PICTs peoples utilise their own 

indigenous-centred theories and practices in the approaches that they use to address HIV/AIDS 

in their countries and territories, and across the Pacific region.  

In Aotearoa New Zealand, Maori working in HIV/AIDS prevention report that a Kaupapa 

Maori approach to preventing HIV transmission focuses attention on how state colonisation is a 

key risk factor for HIV transmission among Maori (Aspin, 2005, pp. 1-2). Preventing HIV is as 

much about advocating increased Maori self-determination as it is about changing individual 

risk behaviours. 

 

                                                 
4 For example, talanoa exists as an indigenous knowledge and practice that has developed within the Pacific 
region and which has been utilised as a foundation for addressing political reform in Fiji and in Tonga. See the 
writings of Dr Sitiveni Halapua, Pacific Islands Development Program, East-West Center on talanoa in the Pacific 
at http://pidp.eastwestcenter.org/pidp/talanoa.htm 
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Expected outcomes from using an indigenous PICTs-centred approach to preventing 

HIV/AIDS in the Pacific region 

There is no single ‘magic bullet’ with regard to what makes HIV/AIDS programmes successful. 

It is for indigenous PICTs peoples to determine exactly what the elements are that they will use 

in their particular approach to preventing HIV/AIDS. What can be assumed, however, is that a 

PICTs indigenous-centred approach necessarily puts indigenous PICTs people ‘in the driving 

seat’ as the key actors in terms of defining and developing programmes that reduce HIV/AIDS. 

Regional and international actors become supporters, invited to be a part of the indigenous-

centred approach in whatever way indigenous PICTs peoples determine. For example, Maori 

people in Aotearoa New Zealand have invited international actors to collaborate on a range of 

programmes designed to increase Maori self-determination and improve Maori health and 

wellbeing.  

 

A five-year collaborative indigenous research project involving indigenous peoples in 

Australia, Canada, and Aotearoa New Zealand is currently underway. The project will provide 

valuable information about how indigenous peoples in all three countries use protective factors, 

many of which draw on their traditional notions of resilience, to reduce the effect of blood-

borne viruses, including HIV (Health Research Council of New Zealand). Maori have chosen to 

utilise a Kaupapa Maori approach for the Aotearoa New Zealand component of the project. The 

indigenous research teams in Australia and Canada are developing their own culturally relevant 

approaches based on their own indigenous knowledge and practices.  

 

Indigenous development literature indicates that there are valuable lessons that indigenous 

peoples can learn from each other’s successes and failures. Preventing HIV/AIDS will involve 

programmes that reduce poverty and are located in the economic and political sectors as well as 

behaviour modification programmes that are part of the health and social service sectors. In the 

United States, for example, there is evidence that indigenous Native American tribes that work 

to reclaim greater levels of self-determination and self-governance are improving their socio-

economic positions and reducing poverty in a way that dependence on federal and state aid has 

been unable to match (Cornell, 2006). In Aotearoa New Zealand, research is planned which 
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explores the extent to which increasing self-determination and reducing poverty is preventing 

HIV/AIDS among Indian tribes that are part of the nation-building programmes5. 

  

How do outcomes normally feed into policy and practice? 

In Aotearoa New Zealand, Kaupapa Maori approaches have been utilised in a number of Maori-

driven research projects, service delivery programmes, and policy documents across the 

education, health, housing, justice, employment, and social services sectors (Smith & Reid, 

2000, pp. 13-40). Kaupapa Maori approaches have provided research findings, policy advice 

and service delivery models that have received strong support from Maori. The reasons for this 

include the fact that Kaupapa Maori approaches are normative in relation to Maori political, 

social, and cultural values and aspirations and they cease to perpetuate the assimilative, deficit-

driven approaches that characterise much of the research, policy, and service models operated 

by the state.  

 

Kaupapa Maori approaches are utilised by Maori-owned and controlled tribal authorities and 

other organisations as the basis for research, policy, and practice in the fields of Maori 

governance and management, and Maori economic and social ventures in the fields of business, 

education, health, and social services. While the state does contract Maori who utilise Kaupapa 

Maori approaches, nevertheless the state places limits on the extent to which it will implement 

outcomes within its policy programmes (Fleras & Spoonley, 1999, pp. 107-109).  

 

What limits the state implementing Kaupapa Maori is the perception of Unitarianism and the 

indivisible nature of state sovereignty advanced by the state. Yet there are pockets of Kaupapa 

Maori development within Maori communities where a degree of ‘de facto’ sovereignty 

flourishes; namely, within Maori preschool, primary and secondary Kaupapa Maori education 

centres, as well as within Maori tribal authorities. Limited as these are by state legislation, 

policy, and by racism, Kaupapa Maori approaches indicate that such approaches are at the 

frontier of Maori economic and social development. 

 

                                                 
5 See the Harvard Project on American Indian Economic Development and the Native Nations Institute for 
Leadership, Management and Policy at http://www.ksg.harvard.edu/hpaied/ 
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Facilitators and barriers to working with a range of disciplines to prevent HIV/AIDS in 

the Pacific region 

Much research indicates the range of factors and the complexities of preventing HIV/AIDS, 

particularly in countries undergoing transition to market economies such as PICTs in the Pacific 

region (Sladden, 2005: Linge & Porter, 1997: Elbe, 2003). Successful HIV/AIDS prevention 

programmes will be those that have indigenous PICTs peoples ‘in the driving seat’, that 

increase the self-determination of indigenous PICTs peoples, and that are integrated with wider 

sustainable human development programmes in order to ensure a well-coordinated and 

comprehensive approach to addressing the structural determinants of HIV/AIDS. To achieve 

this will require the involvement of a range of actors with a range of skills, and from a range of 

disciplines, both formal and informal. 

 

The HIV/AIDS policy environment at a regional level envisages a multi-disciplinary approach 

to combating HIV/AIDS, as evidenced by the range of strategic and operational activities 

proposed as part of Millennium Development Goal 6 (NZAID, 2006, p. 10), and by the Pacific 

Regional Strategy on HIV/AIDS 2004 - 2008 (SPC, 2004, p. 3).  

 

Partnership and collaboration between actors from a range of cultural, linguistic, health, 

economics and political disciplines is also envisaged in the policy documents above, and is 

supported by the Pacific AIDS Foundation (PIAF) who represent people living with AIDS 

(PLWAs) and their families (PIAF, 2003). 

 

The first barrier to working across disciplines is the different worldviews that underpin 

indigenous and Western scientific theory and practice. These differences have led to a 

hierarchical structuring of knowledge that has demeaned or romanticised indigenous knowledge 

and relegated it to the margins, while at the same time elevating Western knowledge and 

naming it ‘objective’, ‘scientific’, and as ‘benefiting mankind’ through the civilising and 

colonising process. Western disciplines involved in working with indigenous PICTs peoples in 

the Pacific will have to decolonise their own methodologies first if their work is to complement 

indigenous knowledge and practice.  
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“Many researchers, academics and project workers may see the benefits of their particular 

…projects as serving a greater good ‘for mankind’, or serving a specific emancipatory goal for 

an oppressed community. But belief in the ideal that benefiting mankind is indeed a primary 

outcome of scientific [process] is as much a reflection of ideology as it is of academic training. 

Indigenous peoples across the world have other stories to tell which not only question the 

assumed nature of those ideals and the practices they generate, but also serve to tell an 

alternative story: the history of Western [science] through the eyes of the colonised” (Smith, 

1999, p. 2). 

  

The other main barrier to working across disciplines is the extent to which indigenous 

pedagogies will be tolerated by those disciplines that are heavily involved in advancing trade 

liberalisation and other variants of neoliberalism across the Pacific region. Indigenous PICTs 

peoples will need to make some hard choices about which stakeholders they will work with, 

and what they are prepared to give up in terms of aid and other assistance in order to build their 

own self-determination, secure longer-term benefits for their collective well-being, and reduce 

HIV/AIDS in the Pacific region. 
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2.15 e-Organic Farming Systems and HIV/AIDS: Recounting the Poor Sector 

Julito Contado Aligaen - Kapalong College of Arts, Science and Technology, Philippines 
 

HIV/AIDS is no longer only perceived as a public health issue; it is now accepted by the 

world’s leaders as a global economic, social and development issue of the highest priority and 

the single greatest threat to the well-being of future generations. In particular, HIV/AIDS 

constitutes the largest war being fought in Africa today and now crawling in the Asian 

countries. 

 

HIV/AIDS was mainly perceived as a health issue. In addition, there was a prevailing belief 

that HIV/AIDS was mainly an urban and not a rural epidemic. Due to this lack of awareness, 

the issue of ‘agriculture and AIDS’ has not been on either the international or national agendas. 

As a direct consequence, there were no resources (financial and human) allocated to respond to 

HIV/AIDS in the rural populations, nor to its association with agriculture (LeeNah Hsu 2004). 

 

In underdeveloped or third world countries, the poor sector accounts for 60% -70% of the total 

population and 70% of this poor sector is living in rural areas. The main problem in this sector 

is primarily food insufficiency. The lack of a nutritious and balanced diet results in 

malnourishment, which in turn leads to increased health problems due to a lack of information 

facilities. The government tries to address the primary health problems with symptomatic 

treatment, but it does not guarantee sustainable solutions to the problems. 

 

This epidemic compounds other developmental gaps, since it mostly affects people at their 

most productive ages. For example, food production is impacted, which in turn contributes to 

worsen the effects of the disease, as malnourished people will be hardest hit. Every available 

asset must be put to use to confront HIV/AIDS. Organic farming, and agriculture in general, 

make up those assets while Information and Communication Technology (ICT) and the process 

of learning serve as the interaction agents to complement the intervention process. 

 

The most comprehensive method of performing inquiries or investigations in this proposed 

project will be situational analysis using analytical framework in the areas of Agro-Ecological 
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Systems, health status, food production information systems and educational focus on non-

formal or Alternative Learning Systems (ALSs). The methods of gathering data will be through 

survey, semi structured interviews and focus group discussions. 

 

 Human infectious disease patterns and agriculture or farming systems can be better understood 

when we look at them as an interactive system or embedded in the cultural pattern of the local 

community. This analytical framework will focus of course on the farming system, which leads 

to more comprehensive and effective intervention strategies.  

 

The Agro-Ecological System will be the most important component of the project because this 

will give us all of the information about the history and future of the area. Through research to 

be conducted in the area, we need to gather information on the carrying capacity of the natural 

resource to help us design the most appropriate intervention. I call this the Agro-Ecological 

System Analysis (AESA). 

 

The food production of the area will tell us how it was raised or produced and what type of 

farming system they use in producing cash crops, field crops, root crops and livestock 

production. In the livestock production we use the analytical framework called LESA or 

Livestock Ecosystem Analysis. 

 

The health status of the community will be analysed, because this will correlate with the food 

production and agro-ecological system status in the area, and we will be using the HESA (or 

Human Ecosystem Analysis). Likewise, the information system will also be examined, how 

information flows in the local area, the provider and infrastructure, and of the course the 

education system’s focus on the non-formal or Alternative Learning System (ALS), because 

this is the venue where the learning system should be facilitated. 

 

The expected outcome from the situational analysis using the analytical framework from the 

connected components, such as the agro-ecological system, food production, health, 

information system and education will be the actual situation of the subject area; this will be 

properly analysed and will exactly tell us the real scenario. In the case of the agriculture or 
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farming system, if they have non-sustainable systems or input-intensive farming, it is not 

resource-based farming, thus food production sustainability will be at stake. If the food 

production is unstable this will complicate the health system of the community, and if this 

problem is compounded the level of vulnerability to infectious disease will be relatively higher.  

 

A lack of information will jeopardise the system and, of course, the education (non-formal) 

system will be delivered in a very poor environment because there will be no available updated 

information that may help finds strategies and building knowledge for the community to use. 

 

The agriculture or farming system and the environment itself can be better understood when we 

look at it as an interactive system or embedded in the cultural pattern of the local community. 

Food sufficiency, health, the information system and education must be properly addressed and 

managed to minimise the spread of infectious disease. The agricultural sector can support HIV 

prevention by modifying farming systems or practices to promote the resilience and minimise 

the vulnerability of farm-households embedded in different types of farming activity. The 

agricultural policies and programmes (one of these will be the e-organic farming system) can 

impact on the background development factors that in turn influence the HIV/AIDS epidemics. 

Background development factors often operate at the macroeconomic level and include factors 

like farm prices and agricultural subsidies, and upgrading of information system to focus on 

organic farming, which is resource based. This will ensure the systematic dissemination of 

information using ICT for agriculture, animal husbandry, fisheries, forestry and food with an 

organic approach in order to provide ready access to comprehensive, up-to-date and detailed 

knowledge and information, particularly in rural areas. Likewise public-local NGOs and private 

partnerships should seek to maximise the use of ICT and rural credits for production and 

marketing support.  

 

In the case of exploring the potential of traditional medicinal plants, this can be done through 

providing access to information for the people, especially in the rural areas. Thus information 

systems and education should impact the development of natural resources for sustainable 

production of food for better health conditions that mitigate the spread of infectious diseases. 
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The process of integrating into an interdisciplinary working environment will largely depend on 

the perspective of every individual and their discipline. In my case I have perceived this 

discipline as the common denominator of all development initiatives; thus working with other 

disciplines within the interdisciplinary framework is very much feasible. In the case of organic 

farming or agriculture in general, the ecosystem is the common ground, and this ecosystem will 

be well understood using the analytical framework (AESA, LESA and HESA). This will be 

done through applying the education or learning framework with a discovery based and 

experiential learning approach through Experiential Learning Cycle (ELC), and this would be 

done in facilitating methods, not through lectures. All of these flows of activities will be 

enriched by providing ICT as a catalyst to attain development in the target area. That is why 

this initiative reckoned the term e-organic farming system, because the ICT will be embedded 

and plays an important role in the community development process.  
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2.16 Understanding Demographic Perspectives on HIV/AIDS  
K S James - Institute for Social and Economic Change, India 
 

1.  Key Issues investigated on HIV/AIDS by the Demographic Discipline 

The demography of HIV/AIDS is often considered synonymous with the counting of the 

number of HIV/AIDS positive cases. Although one of the important tasks of demographic 

research has been the realistic estimate of the number of cases as well as its future projection, it 

only tells a partial story of the research being carried out in this area by the demographers. The 

defining principle of a demographic approach to HIV/AIDS, however, has always been 

quantitative analysis of the question under consideration. 

 

Other than measuring and projecting the incidence, studies on knowledge, attitude and practice 

(KAP) are also commonly undertaken by the demographers. This is in line with the approach 

adopted by them to understand the contraceptive prevalence pattern, particularly in the context 

of developing countries. The initial research studies on HIV/AIDS had been oriented 

significantly towards understanding KAP patterns. 

 

The demographic research also looks at various social, economic, cultural and geographical 

factors associated with the spread of HIV/AIDS. As a discipline, the demographers have a long 

history of analysing the determinants of certain important events. For instance, the fertility and 

mortality transition models used to understand the correlates of these two vital events have 

considerably enhanced the understanding of these two issues both in the context of developed 

and developing countries. Similar lines have been adopted as far as HIV/AIDS are concerned 

but on a much smaller scale. While an overwhelming number of studies adopted a quantitative 

approach, there are qualitative analyses as well, particularly to understand the influence of 

social networks on the adoption of family planning and its impact on AIDS-related attitudes 

and behavior. But such studies have been limited in the case of India, primarily due to serious 

data limitations pertaining to HIV/AIDS issues in the country.  
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Lastly, but perhaps more extensively, studies from the demographers are located in 

understanding the likely impact of HIV/AIDS on demographic outcomes. The mortality and 

fertility connection between HIV/AIDS has been a major area of enquiry. The research in this 

area is also integrated with other disciplines to understand the economic impact and social 

impact of adult deaths due to HIV/AIDS. Even gender dimensions are also analysed, not purely 

from a gender perspective but more to understand the pattern. 

2.  Methods of inquiry  

The method of inquiry of demographic studies has mostly been quantitative in nature. Accurate 

estimates of levels and trends in HIV/AIDS utilising the available demographic techniques 

were in the forefront of earlier methodology. An important attempt has been to also incorporate 

HIV/AIDS into the population projection models. It was difficult, as population projection 

requires the information on death rates for different age groups. But demographic models have 

been found to be extremely good at projecting the population incorporating the HIV/AIDS 

component as well. However, there is a significant amount of mutual learning between 

demographic and epidemiological research in this regard.   

 

The KAP (Knowledge, Attitude and Practice) studies have a long and rich history in 

demography as a sound method of analysis. This has been extensively used to understand the 

contraceptive behaviour and pattern in many developing countries by the demographers. The 

same methodology is also extensively used in the case of HIV/AIDS to understand levels, 

determinants and the relationship between knowledge, attitude and practice of HIV/AIDS 

related issues.  

 

The demographers have a long history of modelling the determinants of an event through 

simple and complex models, which throw up deep insights into the future scenario of the 

particular issues under consideration. Such models also incorporate geographical patterns 

through multilevel framework. Thus, each of the demographic, economic, social, cultural and 

geographic determinants is examined in great detail through these models. Lack of adequate 

and reliable data had been the major handicap to modelling HIV/AIDS. Such models can be 

applied at the aggregate level or at the individual level. At the macro level, these models give 
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the determinants of geographical distribution of the cases while the micro models provide more 

details on the spread of the disease. 

The demographic models distinctly vary from the epidemiological models. The simpler 

epidemiological models incorporate only the infected population in the model. The 

demographic models, on the other hand, incorporate the entire population, uninfected as well 

as infected. Thus it makes it possible to generate numbers of new infections ‘endogenously’ as 

a function of numbers of currently infected and uninfected persons, perhaps disaggregated by 

pertinent characteristics.  

 

The demographic and other consequences of HIV/AIDS are often carried out with the tools 

available in the demographic discipline. These methods have been an extension of the adult 

mortality and fertility impact studies done in the discipline for a long time. Thus the mortality 

and fertility consequences of HIV/AIDS are studied in various population groups. In addition, 

the other economic and social consequences are also looked at by the demographers but not 

from a multidisciplinary perspective. 

3.  The outcome of the demographic research on HIV/AIDS 

There is no doubt that the outcome of demographic research to a great extent depends upon the 

conceptualisation and the formulation of models, methods and techniques designed to trace the 

effects of the epidemic. Although there has been good progress in this area, there are serious 

assumptions regarding these models, which fail to provide very long-term predictions. Both 

complex and simple models provide various results, which are stimulating but have their own 

serious problems.  

 

At the same time, the method of inquiry adopted by the demographers has enhanced the 

understanding of the subject considerably. The first important outcome of the inquiry is the 

reliable estimates of HIV/AIDS cases and its predicted future trend. In the past, adequate 

understanding of the levels, trends and future of HIV/AIDS has been negligible. The 

methodologies have significantly filled this gap.  
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The KAP methodology has provided adequate understanding of the knowledge level and its 

relationship with attitude and practice in the community. The correct information on 

HIV/AIDS is found to be poor in many developing countries. As a result the attitude and 

practice of preventive measures are also poor.  

 

Another important contribution of the demographic research is in the area of consequences of 

HIV/AIDS on mortality. The methodology is able to predict systematically the most dramatic 

effect of AIDS on life expectancy at birth. Such analysis showed the effect of HIV/AIDS in 

reducing the life expectancy figures in many African countries. In addition, the estimated 

impact of HIV on infant mortality, adult mortality, orphanhood etc has been an important 

contribution of demographic analysis of HIV/AIDS. The econometric analysis carried out has 

also provided understanding of the economic and social effects of the disease. 

 

The modeling of socio-economic and environmental aspects of HIV/AIDS has highlighted the 

influence of each of the indicators on the spread of HIV/AIDS. This provided vast 

understanding of the most vulnerable population groups and areas susceptible to the disease.  

 

4.  Contributions to Policy and Practice 

The demographic studies have, no doubt, significantly contributed to policy making. Various 

governments were able to assess the HIV/AIDS impact on their demographic pattern, 

particularly on death rates. Most of the projection on HIV/AIDS also provided two scenarios in 

a country: with HIV/AIDS and without HIV/AIDS. The life expectancy impact on HIV/AIDS 

provided the necessary warning to concerned countries. The age structure of the HIV/AIDS 

affected population has provided ample understanding of the problem, as it affects mainly the 

adult population in every country. All these indicators provided important clues as to what 

benefits a country can gain by controlling the menace. 

 

The impact analysis of HIV/AIDS is also carried out both at the household level and at the 

macro level. Hence, governments are able get an idea of the economic and social impact of 

HIV/AIDS allowing them to initiate appropriate policies. 
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The interactions between demographic variables and other socio-economic and cultural factors 

provided information on the most vulnerable population groups. This has helped in providing 

greater attention to these groups in the intervention strategy.  

 

Finally, although the demographic research studies were able to provide a general 

understanding of HIV/AIDS (magnitude and consequences), they did not provide any clue to 

the government as to the type of policy intervention necessary. The demographic research, no 

doubt, contributed in making HIV/AIDS an important issue needing central attention. However, 

it failed to provide any clear policy solution. The interdisciplinary research, perhaps, is the only 

way by which the demographic research becomes more relevant for policy formulation.  

 

5.  Facilitators and barriers to working with other disciplines 

Multidisciplinary research is extremely necessary and even inevitable for a better outcome of 

HIV/AIDS research from a policy point of view. As far as a demographic perspective is 

concerned, there are two areas in which there is an inevitability of multidisciplinary framework. 

First, the HIV/AIDS research in practice meant that research problems are defined more in a 

biomedical perspective. Hence, for better understanding and a better outcome, incorporating a 

bio-medical angle is important. Second, as already pointed out, the methodological and 

statistical tools used by the demographers can only provide a general overview of the issue 

under consideration. Unless and until there is a close interaction and coordinated research with 

other social sciences like economics, sociology etc, the quantitative analysis can only provide 

the magnitude of the problem rather than any serious policy solutions. Perhaps the major lacuna 

of the demographic research on HIV/AIDS is the lack of interdisciplinary work on these two 

aspects.  

 

However, the main barrier for the multidisciplinary research is the lack of coherent 

understanding of where to keep the balance between disciplines. As such, there is a tendency 

for each discipline to overemphasise their perspectives in any research project. As a result, at 

the end the research studies take a particular disciplinary framework. The contribution of the 

other disciplines will only be in terms of some references. The adoption of multidisciplinary 
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framework is always challenging and there is often a lack of understanding about how to go 

ahead with such research work. 

 

There is also the problem of appreciating the work of other disciplines. The demographers often 

think that qualitative description of the problems is rather redundant and is not applicable to the 

population at large as it does not follow scientific sampling. These apprehensions may be also 

due to the lack of opportunities to work together and learn from each other’s disciplines. It all 

indicates that there is a need to create some space for interdisciplinary research, which, I 

believe, does not exist in any serious manner currently.  
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2.17 HIV/AIDS in Indonesia  

Sri  Idaiani - National Institute for Health Research and Development, Indonesia 

 

HIV/AIDS has become the most important medical problem in Indonesia and in 2005 an AIDS 

epidemic accounted for a concentrated level. Based on the survey results on sub population, 

HIV prevalence in some of provinces has consistently reached > 5%. As a result, Indonesia has 

been given antiretroviral medicines to meet ‘3 by 5’ targets as directed by the WHO. Pursuant 

to the estimation of the Ministry of Health in 2002, it is estimated the number of people living 

with HIV/AIDS (PLWH) in Indonesia is 90,000 – 130,000, with about 18,000 urgently needing 

antiretrovirals. Surveys on HIV/AIDS in Indonesia have focused more on knowledge, attitude 

and behavior, and serosurvey of risk groups. These large-scale surveys were undertaken mostly 

by the Central Bureau of Statistics (Biro Pusat Statistik/BPS) in co-operation with the Ministry 

of Health and donor institutions. Other research undertaken by individuals or universities was 

generally small in scale. The National Institute of Health Research and Development so far has 

never performed any applied research on HIV/AIDS. My own institution has, however, 

conducted a mapping of care, support, and treatment in 25 provinces in Indonesia for 2005 – 

2006, sponsored by WHO and IHPCP. The budget for research for our institution is still so 

minimal. Though HIV/AIDS has been considered one of biggest health problems thus far, it is 

difficult for us to get research finance. Local or international donor institutions give more 

support to such programs as procuring antiretroviral medicines, agents for laboratorial 

examination, support for counsellors, human resources training, nutrition increase, and any 

other areas related to voluntary counselling, testing, and care, support, and treatment.  

 

The problem with getting research funding is that the Indonesian economy has not totally 

recovered (as the world economy suffers) and as a result of the frequent occurrence of natural 

disasters in Indonesia in recent years. The Indonesian government has focused more on wealth 

for the poor, assistance for the victims of natural disaster and restoration of infrastructures 

destroyed. Also, Indonesia still has a problem with controlling other infectious diseases, for 

example, tuberculosis, malaria, dengue, etc. Thus, there is still a lot of money needed to 

finance research, not only on HIV/AIDS. Indonesia is an agrarian country, with most of the 

population being in rural areas and susceptible to those communicable diseases, while HIV has 
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been found more frequently in a certain risk group of people, generally in urban areas; 

although in a small portion of remote areas, such as Papua, the disease has been found in recent 

years. Of our little budget, it is necessary to share the money with some communicable 

diseases as mentioned previously. 

 

As a research institution, the main task and function of the National Institute of Research and 

Development (Badan Litbang) is to carry out medical/health research to support health 

programmes of the Ministry of Health. We also perform activities that may not be considered 

to be purely research in character, for example the above mapping in 2005 – 2006. At the end 

of 2007, we carried out a behavioral research bibliography in Indonesia from 2003 until now, 

and an analysis of key reproductive health indicators, including HIV/AIDS indicators in young 

people and adolescents in Indonesia. Based on our mapping of care, support and treatment in 

25 provinces in Indonesia for 2005-2006, we can confirm the need and readiness for VCT 

clinics, CST services and other matters related to PLWH. For this year, 2007, our main agenda 

is national baseline health research (Riset Kesehatan Dasar/Riskedas) of 33 provinces 

consisting of about 450 districts/cities in Indonesia. In the research, we will create interviews 

on the history of communicable and non-communicable diseases, health services access, 

environment sanitation, etc, and also physical examination and blood sample taking. Today, 

samples we get are only 10% of urban area population, keeping in mind our limited funding. 

 

In 2008, NIHRD plans to do more basic research in the form of HIV-1 genotype with the 

PLWHs in Papua and Jakarta. We also plan to perform HIV tests on biomedical samples we 

own through national baseline health research (Riskesdas) in 2007-2008. Using the biomedical 

sample, we will check many others: routine blood, certain blood chemistry, and biomarkers of 

some diseases such as cancer and cardiovascular diseases. We have equipment that is capable 

of producing many results simultaneously. In this way, one of examinations we perform will be 

the HIV test. If all these activities go smoothly, we will know HIV prevalence in the general 

population. Though we have little funding for the research, we still consider that HIV research 

is very important and that initiatives in this area should be evaluated and researched for their 

success and feasibility. In order to apply new programmes it is also very good for us to review 
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previous research first. Not all activities considered successful in other countries will also be 

successful in Indonesia. There should be a social cultural factor and even policy to consider.  

 

We are sure that any activity or programme will be better if it is based on the current result 

findings. In connection with the plan of research we will undertake as mentioned previously, 

that is, examining HIV from biomedical blood samples we attain through Riskedas, we expect 

that we will obtain HIV prevalence mapping for the general population of Indonesia. Such data 

will be helpful to inform us which areas need immediate intervention, either by giving 

medicines, nutrition, or some other prevention programme. In areas with relatively low 

prevalence, the programme will be more preventive in character. For local government, those 

data will be necessary for local planning of health and social economic sectors. These 

databases are also valuable as they will then be delivered to more specific researches such as 

those revealing causes and intervention programme success, etc. Riskedas also contains 

important information on health, for example, numerous important indicators or variables. 

Those variables may be analysed against one another so that they give information on various 

matters. 

 

In addition to Riskedas, there is one plan of activity, which is examining HIV-1 genotype on 

PLWH in Papua and Jakarta. They are the areas with a high level of prevalence. An interesting 

thing is that the pattern of virus infection in the two areas is different. HIV infection in Papua is 

dominated by sexual intercourse, while in Jakarta it is more likely from injection drug users 

(IDUs). Data concerning the HIV subtype in Indonesia is relatively minimal. As well as this, 

the research on HIV subtypes will be useful for the knowledge of medicine or drug resistance. 

In addition to obtaining this very helpful data, there will be an improvement in human 

resources (researchers) of the Research and Development Centre of Ministry of Health. This is 

because there are few laboratories capable of examining PCR and sequencing. The two 

examinations needed for the genotype are biomolecular. A bibliography of research will 

contribute to summarising research findings on HIV/AIDS-related behaviors in Indonesia. 

HIV/AIDS indicator analysis will give data that will illustrate the HIV/AIDS situation of 

Indonesian young people.  
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Pursuant to the research we mention above, we always perform socialisation of such research 

results in the form of seminars, discussions, writing in magazines and through scientific 

meetings. In several studies, we also print books in large numbers and distribute them to 

provinces or regencies/cities and libraries of universities in Jakarta. We also distribute them to 

some of the board of managers of VCT clinics, NGOs, and organisations running HIV 

activities, especially to National AIDS Remedy Commissions (Komisi Penganggulangan AIDS 

Nasional). Thus far, we acknowledge that research findings we socialise do not yet influence 

the policy of government and programme implementers. It is not because they give no attention 

to those inputs, but more because of the limitation of the researches themselves, such as their 

small scale, mapping character, etc. From the collection of some behavioral research, they 

generally have different methodologies so that it is difficult for us to do a meta-analysis. With a 

plan to perform research on HIV genotype and subtype, we hope that it will give significant 

input to the advancement of HIV/AIDS therapy in Indonesia, because knowing the HIV 

subtype will mean knowing suitable and resistant ARV medicines, so that the therapy 

administered will be more efficient and effective. In other words, the research results will be 

very useful to the policy of HIV/AIDS therapy in Indonesia.  

 

Though the research findings so far seemingly have not influenced the government policy, we 

are informed that there are large surveys being undertaken in eight cities in Indonesia, such as 

Behavior Survey Surveillance, Integrated Behavior Based Survey, Indonesia Population 

Demography Survey, Contagious Sexual Infection Survey (Infeksi Menular Seksual/ IMS), and 

serosurveys performed routinely by all regional of Health Offices. The results of these surveys 

are mostly used to prepare the policy of government. Generally, these surveys are 

collaborations between many parties, for example, the Central Bureau of Statistics, Ministry of 

Health, WHO, IHPCP, Global Fund and many other international donor institutions. The 

preparation of national policies should be based on the results of research or surveys on a large 

scale, so collaborations among various donors and research institutions are needed.  

 

Problems with resolving HIV/AIDS were similar to those of other institutions in Indonesia, for 

example, those found in Papua and West Irian Jaya. These two areas had the highest 

prevalence of HIV in Indonesia and at the same time their social politic issues were 
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complicated. There have been security disturbances from separatists willing to disintegrate 

from the Indonesian nation due to the lack of attention paid by the government to them in the 

areas of development and wealth. Also, this separatist group felt an inequality in distributed 

revenues of mines located there and that those quarries have not given much benefit of wealth 

to them. Because of insufficient attention to them, there was a suspicion of government 

programmes. In addition to the existence of the separatist movement, there were many 

interethnic conflicts in Papua to add to the problem of security disturbances. It was exacerbated 

by hard geographic conditions of cities and villages, which in general were located in 

mountainous areas with no transport facilities and infrastructures. Intercity transportations in 

Papua were only accessible by aircraft. This condition leaves Papua much further behind than 

any other areas in Indonesia. In addition to Papua, other difficulties were to reach risk 

populations such as prisoners, IDUs and prostitutes. In the groups of prisoners and IDUs, the 

difficulty is that they are a closed group of populations, with prostitutes being hard to access 

for legal reasons. The impact on these prostitutes is that they work illegally and the 

government finds it difficult to implement intervention programmes with them.  

 

We could solve all the above mentioned difficulties by increasing human resources in local 

areas, eliminating stigma by, for example, involving community self-supporting institutions in 

any programme activities to make those programmes acceptable to the community. For all the 

above-mentioned difficulties causing problems while doing research, research institutions 

should also continuously engage non-government organisations with performing research and 

ethical clearance, including keeping the research findings secret. Other efforts we could make 

would be to create a joint collaboration in undertaking the research so that respondents or 

subjects of the research were not revisited again and again by the research staff.  It is expected 

that in the future the research to be done is an applied one, for PLWHs and their families to 

enjoy its results more easily.   
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THE INTERDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH WORKSHOP PROCESS 

Ishbel McWhar, Stuart C. Carr & Malcolm MacLachlan 

 

3.1  Workshop Management: Agenda, Participants, Methods & Process 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

INTERDISICPLINARY RESEARCH FOR DEVELOPMENT 

 

AGENDA 

Day 1 – Sunday 27th January, 2008 

 

Morning  (9.00 am -1.00pm) 

9.00 Welcome/Blessing 

9.15  Participant introductions (20x 1 min) 

9.35 Facilitator Introductions, workshop objectives, workshop orientation 

9.45 Icebreaker 

10.00  Power-point presentations by participants (2 streams, 11x15 minutes each stream) 

11.00 Morning tea 

11.15 Power-point presentations (continued) 

1.00 Lunch 
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Afternoon (2pm - 5pm) 

2.00 Orientation. Objective 1: What is gained and lost? 

2.15 Discussion: Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, Threats (SWOT, groups of 5) 

3.15 Tea 

3.30 Plenary session (SWOT summaries and integration) 

4.30 Pre-brief for Day 2 

 

Day 2 – Monday 28th January, 2008 

 

Morning  (9.00 am -1.00pm) 

9.00 Orientation.: Objective 2:  Does it address the complexity of the real world? 

9.20 Design a research study (groups of five) 

11.00 Tea 

11.20 Plenary session. Group presentations of proposed study (4 x 25 minutes) 

1.00 Lunch 

 

Afternoon (2pm - 5pm) 

2.00   Orientation. Objective 3:  ‘How’ can it work? (Plenary) 

(a) Facilitators and barriers in your own workplace? Apply Nominal Group 

Technique 

(b) Personal Reflections 

(c) Closing remarks, Where Next?, and Thanks 
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Methodology 

(The following is extracted from Carr, MacLachlan et al (2008)) 

 

Participants 

20 participants were originally formally selected to take part in the workshop. 17 made it to the 

conference. A number of participant observers, from national and international aid and 

research networks such as the Oceania Development Network, were welcomed into the 

workshop once it was underway. Among the N = 17 selected attendees, the following 

disciplines were represented:  Economics (n = 5), Political Science (n = 1), Development 

Studies (n = 2), Gender studies (n = 1), Management (n = 1), Law (n = 1), Public Health (n = 

2), Community Health (n = 1), Agriculture (n = 1), Demography (n = 1), and Anthropology (n 

= 1). Workshop facilitators (n = 3) had disciplinary backgrounds in Psychology (Industrial, 

Organisational and Health), although they were all working in multidisciplinary research 

teams. Participant observers had expertise and qualifications in a variety of disciplines. Some 

of the participants and observers had backgrounds in more than one discipline, in which case 

we have reported what their biographies indicate are a main specialty. The participants 

originated from or were working in Nigeria (n = 3), Niue (n = 1), Argentina (n = 1), India (n = 

2), Pakistan (n = 1), Fiji (n = 2), Papua New Guinea (n = 1), Aotearoa/New Zealand (n = 1), 

Philippines (n = 1), Bangladesh (n = 1), Zambia (n = 1), Indonesia (n = 1), and Vanuatu (n = 

1). 

 

Methods 

The SWOT analysis (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats) is a strategic 

planning measure developed from Marketing Science and applied in the past to assessing the 

strategic potential of development-related research (MacLachlan & Carr, 1993). The SWOT is 

a bootstrapping process in which subject matter experts as a group assess the internal resources 

for the potential development (Strengths and Weaknesses within the research community) and 

external market for the development (Opportunities and Threats) in the external environment. 

It has been widely applied to diagnose challenges and opportunities in development practice, 

including, for example, direct budget support (UNDP, 2005, p. 19).     
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The NGT (Nominal Group Technique) is a bootstrapping process used, like the SWOT, to 

maximise diversity of group input to collective and consensus decision-making. It has also 

been widely used, including, for instance, exploring attitudes toward HIV/AIDS prevention 

(MacLachlan, 1996). The NGT entails each member of the group individually recording their 

ideas on a topic prior to group discussion, during which phase the individual clarifies their best 

ideas and the group evaluates their relative merits. A key strength of the NGT is its capability 

to draw maximally on an initially diverse pool of ideas without closing down alternative 

avenues and ideas prematurely (Carr, 2003). 

 

Both the SWOT and the NGT have been found to result in superior decision-making compared 

to relatively unstructured ‘brainstorming’ (Sutton, & Hargadon, 1996). 

 

Process 

1.  During the introductory module, following formal introductions to the topic and each 

other, the two streams (HIV and DBS) gave individual presentations of the slides they had 

prepared following selection into the workshop. These presentations served to self-facilitate 

awareness of, and possibly respect for, diverse discipline perspectives, and to provide input to 

the subsequent modules.  

 

2.  During module two, the SWOT was administered. It was completed in four evenly 

balanced (numerically and in terms of discipline/professional areas) groups (two for HIV/AIDS 

and two for direct budget support). 

 

3.   The goal of the third module (i.e., Does it address real world complexity?) was to allow 

the groups to actually design potential interdisciplinary studies of the key topics, HIV/AIDS 

and Direct Budget Support. Occasions for such consultation are comparatively rare in many 

research settings. Hence the propinquity of the workshop was used directly, to sample how 

collective decisions can actually play out, and what they can actually achieve. 
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4.  The NGT was used during the last module session (in two groups, one for each focus, 

i.e., HIV/AIDS and direct budget support) to explore what participants felt could be done to 

promote interdisciplinary research in their own workplaces. 

 

5.  Finally, we conducted an anonymous evaluation of the workshop, these being returned 

directly to GDN rather than to workshop facilitators.  

 

3.2 Interdisciplinary Research Presentations 

The first day of the workshop consisted of a number of high quality and interesting 

presentations from all of the participants. We broke into two groups according to our own 

interests and specialities: one focused on direct budget support and the other on HIV/AIDS. 

The aim of this process was that each participant presented their chosen topic from the 

perspective of their discipline, and we were provided with some good examples of how 

disciplines differ in their approach to the same issues. In the groups it was very clear that the 

same issue could be conceptualised very differently by different group members. We were 

reminded of the value of working together to build a richer picture. 

 

It was clear from the presentations that everyone was aware that their own discipline is unique, 

in that we all bring our own perspective/ ‘lens’ to our research and discussions. It was a 

process of everyone laying their cards on the table, recognising and verbalising the strengths 

and weaknesses of their discipline and the divisiveness of the current research system, but also 

being respectful of and open to the perspectives of others. 

 

3.3 Interdisciplinary Research: The Pros and Cons 

The first objective of the workshop was to build on the morning’s presentations and discussion 

of the different disciplinary approaches to the thematic issues - HIV/AIDS and direct budget 

support – which, in effect, we were using as thematic case studies. We began by examining the 

implications of taking a multidisciplinary approach to the issues, where a number of different 

disciplines are involved in the research in parallel, but all remain within their own traditions of 

practice/research and undertake their own aspect of the research independently. From there we 

moved on to an examination of how this approach differs from the interdisciplinary approach, 
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which takes a problem/issue focused approach rather than a discipline focused approach and 

develops an integrated research question and methodology, developed out of interaction 

between the different disciplines.  

 

Understanding the difference between these two approaches was imperative for the success of 

the workshop. Many participants had experienced multidisciplinary research, but few had 

experienced true interdisciplinary research. While we presented interdisciplinary research as 

the optimal approach to research for richness and depth, we also discussed a number of 

practical issues raised by such an approach. We realised that there were both strengths and 

weaknesses inherent in the interdisciplinary approach and that important challenges would 

need to be faced up to if we wanted to use it. 

 

In order to better understand what is gained and lost by taking an interdisciplinary approach, 

we used a technique called the SWOT Analysis. This tool is often used by organisations to 

tease out the Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats of a project or business 

venture, or in this case, the interdisciplinary research approach. The tool came out of Stanford 

University in the 1960s and 70s, and is credited to Albert Humphrey. 

 

The SWOT technique considers the strengths and weaknesses internal to the research 

approach, as well as the opportunities and threats which are in the environment external to the 

research. In this process the strengths and opportunities are seen as helpful to the research, 

while the weaknesses and threats are harmful to the research.   

 

Participants were broken down into four groups of five for this activity, and completed a 

worksheet guiding them through the four different categories. 
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 Helpful Harmful 

In
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 Strengths Weaknesses 

E
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l Opportunities Threats 

 

 

Table 1 summarises the issues raised under each of the quadrants in each of the four discussion 
groups.  
 

DBS Group 1 

 Helpful Harmful 

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

 In
te

rn
al

 S 

- More practical 
- Multiple/more perspectives 
- Fresh insights 
- More rigorous – quality 
- Broader view 
- Richer 
- ID – Research – Aid Policy 
- Consultation – stakeholders 
- Team approach 
- ID process 
- Mono versus team 
- More likely to get funding 

W 

- Rewards/status for ID research are lower (in 
universities) 
- ID does not always capture culture 
- More time consuming – more coordination 
needed, more expensive 
- Broad but shallow 
- Need for good team leader 

   
   

   
   

   
   

E
xt

er
na

l O 

- Less or more likely to attract 
funding?? 
- Some areas such as public 
admin/policy analysis are 
multidisciplinary. 
More difficult to get consensus 
- Do not fit into a sector 

T 

- War/opposition from powerful disciplines 
- Academic promotion based on discipline 
(publications?) 
- Politics 
- Post Washington consensus 
- Dominant paradigms 
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DBS Group 2 

 Helpful Harmful 

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
 In

te
rn

al
 

S 
- Complementarity  
- Multiplicity of indicators 
- Diversity of predictors/variables on 

a mutually agreed research question 
- Bring wealth of inputs into your 

own academic outputs 
- Translation of findings (for policy 

makers) using different 
terminologies 

- Do less harm 

W 
- Methodological contradictions   
- Breadth versus depth in objectives and 

research questions 
- Inability to reach consensus on interpreting 

findings 
- Budget blow-out 

   
   

   
   

   
E

xt
er

na
l O 

- Selecting methodology to generate 
an adequate incentive structure 

- Credibility 
- Ability to convince/negotiate 
- New theories  
- More funding sources 

T 
- Corruption 
- Policy maker confusion 
- Regime intolerance to diversity 
- Career slowdown due to lack of 

specialisation 
- ‘Politicians love photographs’ (kills 

regressions) 
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HIV/AIDS Group 1 

 Helpful Harmful 

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

In
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S 
- Incorporation of other disciplines 

means it becomes everyone’s 
problem and is therefore more likely 
to lead to an effective solution. 

- Having other disciplines rather than 
just medical researchers means the 
community perceives the research 
process as likely to be more 
inclusive. 

- Multiple sources give you a rich 
history of evidence 

- Can lead to pushing the boundaries 
of research questions, theory and 
knowledge. 

- Lead to better utilisation of scarce 
research resources – not competing 
for funds but collaborating for them. 

- Learning the language of other 
disciplines widens the knowledge of 
the researchers, and the potential 
audience the results will reach. 

W 
- Budget allocations within inter-disciplinary 

projects may drive power relations and 
perceptions of control. 

- Potential clash of methodologies – working 
within each others frameworks. 

- Communication breakdown because cannot 
speak the ‘language’ of the other. 

- Power struggles for leadership always occur 
– particularly with individuals with 
historical perspectives on monodisciplinary 
research, and formal versus informal 
knowledge holders. 

- Very difficult to have a project where 
everyone can contribute equally (or are 
perceived to contribute equally). 

- New approaches and interdisciplinary 
approaches may take longer and need to 
ensure still providing timely input to policy 

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
  E

xt
er

na
l 

O 
- Non traditional experts are more 

likely (and able) to be involved. 
- New fields of research can evolve 

which can lead to new publication 
opportunities and courses in higher 
education institutions. 

- Funders will want quantification of 
the benefit from interdisciplinary 
approaches – good development of 
new monitoring methods. 

- Interdisciplinary approaches can 
better answer questions that are 
naturally cross-sectoral and get 
answers to systemic root causes of 
problems. 

- More likely to get marginalised 
voices involved in all stages of the 
research process. 

T 
- Funders’ priorities for interdisciplinary 

research need to match the research 
community’s desire for it – mismatch is 
inefficient. 

- An over-focus on interdisciplinary research 
could lead to single discipline funding 
streams for research drying up. 

- Funders will want quantification of the 
benefit from interdisciplinary approaches – 
imposing inappropriate performance 
frameworks. 

- Interdisciplinary approaches may be higher 
cost – therefore less likely to get funding?? 
Need to justify the benefits for the cost. 

- Questions around where to publish when 
there are few good interdisciplinary journals 
(lower impact factors) – new field therefore 
smaller audience at present 
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HIV/AIDS Group 2 

 Helpful Harmful 

   
   

In
te

rn
al

 S 
- Potential for holistic view 
- Enhanced funding opportunities 
- Checks & balances (ethics) 
- Broader understanding 

W 
- Diminishes disciplinary rigour 
- Requires equal team work 
- Complexity & higher risk of failure 
- Team coherence 
- Weak leadership 

E
xt

er
na

l 

O 
- Scarce resources pooled 
- New theoretical perspectives 
- Easier access to funding 

T 
- Conflict of individual interest 
- Loss of autonomy / influence 
- Being subsumed 
- Preconceptions about other disciplines 

 

The SWOT analysis helped us to consider and identify the deeper practical issues underlying 

the interdisciplinary approach, and stimulated discussion amongst the group as a whole about 

the real practicalities of this type of research. Many of us left the day with more questions than 

answers, feeling daunted at the prospect of trying to work through and overcome the issues, 

which seemed numerous and immense. 

 

Some of the difficult questions that arose on day one included: 

- Do the benefits of the research outcomes outweigh the costs in terms of time, money and 

effort?  

-  How does an interdisciplinary team actually work in reality? For example, who is the 

leader? How is the work (and recognition) divided equally? 

- If we do interdisciplinary research will we be able to be published, given that many 

journals have a single disciplinary focus? 

 

3.4  Interdisciplinary Research: Does it address the complexity of the Real World? 

Day two of the workshop took things further and began by examining how we might address 

the issues raised in day one within the context of the ‘real world’. The practical issues raised by 

the SWOT analysis were considered through a process of working together to design a piece of 

interdisciplinary research, simulating the way interdisciplinary research would be undertaken 

in a real world setting.  
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Workshop participants worked in much the same four groups as in day one and were told they 

would have 25 minutes to present their proposal to the plenary after the break for morning tea.  

Presentations were to address: 

 

- Research question 

- Proposed methodology 

- Anticipated analyses 

- Potential returns 

- Audience questions and suggestions 

 

Based on the idea that each member of the group has a different, but important, contribution to 

make to the planning of the study, group members were asked to individually identify three 

questions or issues that they would be interested in, and likely to study. Members then brought 

these questions to the group as a whole and areas of overlap were used as a starting point for 

developing the final research question to be used in the proposal. 

 

This process stimulated individuals to think about real research questions that might be posed 

by their discipline, and highlighted the difficulty of coming together to negotiate an 

interdisciplinary research question. Most groups reported that this was the most difficult and 

time consuming part of the process, because it required the most compromise from group 

members. Each group presented their research proposals, following which they were asked to 

provide feedback on the process of developing the proposal and working together as an 

interdisciplinary team. Table 2 summarises what each group came up with. 

 

Group 1 commented that the whole process was very time consuming, and that choosing the 

question was the most difficult and time consuming part of the process. Once they had decided 

on the question they commented that it would have been easier if they had been from the same 

country situation so that there was some commonality between the group members. Deciding 

where to do the research posed a second difficulty in the development of the research, given 

the variety of countries the team came from. 
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In addition, the team members came from very diverse backgrounds (including gender, 

agriculture and human rights) which made choosing demographic and thematic areas very 

difficult. Initially the proposed research was quite specific, however in order to include all 

discipline views the final proposal was much more general. The group described this as a 

‘qualified compromise’ though commented that the research question should be based more on 

convergence than compromise. 

 

Throughout the whole process compromise was required, and though this was difficult the 

group members found that it was good. Everyone wanted to have their own interests factored 

into the project and felt that unless their own interests were taken into account they weren’t 

really part of the research. Once they let that go and realised that disciplinary perspectives 

didn’t all need to be in the question itself, but could form part of the methodology or other 

parts of the proposal, compromise was easier.   

 

Importantly, the group members reflected that the research development process was a real test 

of group dynamics. There was conflict between group members, and while this may bring out 

new ideas and promote change in thinking, when there was no common ground between team 

members it became difficult to find a mutually agreeable compromise. Developing research 

clusters might minimise conflict within interdisciplinary research. The team commented that 

groups need some similarity to build on, and rather than being similar in terms of discipline it 

would be possible to be geographically or thematically similar. 

 

Group 2 commented that there was lots of debate throughout the design process. They started 

broadly with the poverty reduction strategy but were unable to agree on common indicators for 

all the disciplines and so ended up focusing on land reform. Although they had to focus their 

research more than they had initially intended, a number of team members commented that the 

research question was much broader than it would have been with mono-disciplinary research, 

and that this really forced them to go out of their comfort zones. This was viewed positively as 

they were forced to consider the research from different perspectives. However it became a 

question of the degree to which each discipline needed to be reflected in every stage of the 

research. 
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The team spent time considering the difference between interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary 

research. They reflected that interdisciplinary research seemed to be further out of their 

comfort zones than multidisciplinary, and the process of planning the research made salient the 

continuum between the research types. Team members commented that they felt the process 

used in the workshop reflected the reality of interdisciplinary research and that, though on a 

smaller scale, it was the same as working in an interdisciplinary team in the real world.   

 

Group 3 also found that deciding on the research question was the most difficult and time 

consuming part of the process, taking more than half of the allocated time. They agreed with 

Group 1 that finding a topic that cut across all disciplines as well as all countries was difficult. 

The process required a lot of negotiation, and compromise was essential. Specifically, the team 

felt they had to compromise some methodologies so that they could reason and think as a 

single entity with an integrated focus.   

 

Flexibility in the methodology was essential to ensure it was relevant to all, and this required a 

lot of negotiation and moving beyond the boundaries of each individual discipline. The group 

commented that the process of interdisciplinary research seemed to deviate significantly from 

standard research methodology. 

 

The team also raised the important issue of taking consideration of the beneficiaries of the 

research. For team members the vulnerable groups were sometimes different, particularly for 

those from different countries. They talked about the value of being explicit about the 

assumptions each team member brings to the research when the team is being formed. This 

was viewed as an essential part of the interdisciplinary process, and that other group members 

and the community should challenge the assumptions. Having participation from the 

beneficiaries in the research process was seen as important, and that interdisciplinary research 

at its best might include the people who are being ‘researched’ as part of the team, on the basis 

that they are experts in their own situation. 

 

Group 4 reported that they found the process easier than the other three groups. They credited 

this to the fact that the team members had more in common, mostly coming from around the 
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Pacific and with a government focus. The questions they came up with individually were 

therefore around a common thread, and they reported that this made it easy to narrow it down 

to a final question. Throughout the process of finalising the question the team members talked 

about their own disciplinary perspectives, and their indicators for the question. This process 

enabled them to develop the methodology for the research. 

 

The three most salient common issues that came through in the feedback from the group 

members as a whole were 1) that there was a need for considerable negotiation and 

compromise throughout the whole research process; 2) there was a need for some common 

ground between researchers, such as being geographically or thematically similar; and 3) that 

developing a mutually agreeable research question was the most challenging and time 

consuming part of the process. 

 

Table 2 

Potential Research Studies designed in an Interdisciplinary forum 

Stream Question Methodology Analysis Outcome/ 
outputs 

HIV/ 
AIDS 

How accessible is 
ARV treatment to 
selected HIV+ CSW in 
selected nations? 

Quantitative and 
Qualitative 
Epidemiological survey 

Descriptive and 
statistical analysis 

Identify barriers 
to accessibility. 
 
Identify 
solutions 

HIV/ 
AIDS 

Factors affecting the 
accessibility to 
HIV/AIDS treatment 
among rural 
communities in the 
Philippines 

Qualitative framework-
in-depth interview (with 
key stakeholders), FGD, 
PRA 
 
Analysis of Policy-
legislative framework. 
Primary survey using 
structured questionnaire 

Documentary or textual 
analysis 
 
Figures, charts, and 
tables 
 
Factor analysis 
 

Discover the 
barriers of 
accessibility 
 
Programmatic 
and policy 
inputs 

Budget 
support 

What are the 
accountability 
challenges of direct 
budget support? A 
comparative study 
(Niue, Vanuatu, 
Samoa, PNG, Nigeria, 
and Fiji) 
 

Interviews with 
government, e.g., 
finance, education, 
health; with community 
aid workers, teachers, 
donors, NGOs. 
 
Legislative review 
 

Compare requirements 
of the donors to the 
institutional capacity of 
the countries 
 
Identify the gaps in the 
above and suggest ways 
to address them 
 

Required 
disciplines: 
 
PFM specialists 
Accounting 
IT systems 
Strategic 
Planning 
Legal 
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SWOT analysis of 
donor requirements 
(input and output) 
 
Critical review of 
statistical systems, 
reporting systems, 
accounting systems, 
governance and 
institutional capacity 
 

Technological systems 
assessment 
 
Accounting system 
capacity review 
 

Making donors review 
their internal 
procedures 
Look at improving 
institutional capabilities 

Social 
scientists/ 
sector experts in 
health, 
education and 
governance 
Communication 
specialist 
Statistical 
expert 

Budget 
support 

Direct Budget Support 
versus Project Aid with 
respect to Land 
Reforms: How does 
DBS scale up land 
reform in Pakistan, 
Nigeria and Brazil vis-
à-vis project aid? 

Intervention-oriented 
approach using DBS in 
Region A, project aid in 
Region B, and no 
intervention in Region 
C, in each of the three 
countries 
 
Interdisciplinary 
feasibility study 
 
Randomisation to 
choose sites. 
 
Selection of indicators 
(health, gender, 
income/wealth, and 
consumption, education, 
etc) 
 
Intervention in regions 
A & B 
 
Intervention A – 
redistribute cultivable 
state land via DBS 
compensation 
 
Region B – Loans to 
buy land, agricultural & 
technological inputs via 
project aid 

Regression analyses 
 
Psychometric analysis 
 
Qualitative analysis 
(well-being analysis 
etc) 
 
Cross-comparison of 
regional data (A, B & 
C) across selected 
countries 

Availability of 
results 
concerning 
comparative 
effectiveness of 
using DBS and 
project aid with 
respect to land 
reforms. 
 
Cross-country 
data on what 
works best 
where. 
 
Highlighting 
results in policy 
agenda 

 

Source:  Carr, MacLachlan et al (2008) 
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3.5 Interdisciplinary Research: How can it work in your workplace? 

The final session of the workshop asked participants to consider the key facilitators and 

barriers to undertaking interdisciplinary research in their own workplaces and to identify 

methods for promoting it. To facilitate the decision making process we employed the ‘Nominal 

Group Technique’. 

 

This technique requires that all members of the group give their perspective on the issue, in this 

case methods for promoting interdisciplinary research. A list of all ideas is developed and 

members are asked to put the ideas in rank order from best to worst. The rank numbers are 

totalled and the solution with the lowest total ranking is selected as the final decision.   

 

The participants were broken into two groups for this exercise, based on their interest group, 

direct budget support or HIV/AIDS rollout, and the results are tabulated in Table 3 below.   

 

Table 3:  Rank-ordered Recommendations for Promoting Interdisciplinary Research for 
Development 

 

HIV/AIDS Direct Budget Support 

1. Provision of research grants that have a focus on 
and requirement for interdisciplinary research 

2. Establish a research cluster or a group 
3. Provide incentives like subsidies, recognition 
4. Engage communication - specialist to focus on 

language and visual tools 
5. Perform a small pilot project 
6. Conduct advocacy meetings (on behalf of inter-

disciplinary research) 
7. E-based interdisciplinary communication systems 
8. Develop a curriculum 
9. Fund two or more leading thinkers from different 

disciplines to write a paper on why 
interdisciplinary approach is best way to address a 
pressing development problem. 

10. Engage behavioral scientist as consistent member 
of HIV research teams 

11. Suggest working ID to speed up delivery 
12. Set up a multidisciplinary research centre 

1. Promote thematic ID groups (themes or org. 
structure),  e.g., environment (ID Research 
Networks) 

2. ID Seminar sessions 
3. Funding ID research 
4. Replication of ID Research workshop using the 

GDN model (Training new researchers) 
5. Peer reviews by ID panel 
6. Make ID Approach a requirement in all Calls 

for Proposals 
7. Stakeholder analysis and involvement in 

research: participatory/inter-disciplinary 
8. Publish ID Journals and research works 
9. Ensure balance between natural and social 

sciences: ID Research, study, etc 
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Having considered the practicalities of designing an interdisciplinary study, the workshop 

turned to the practicalities of how individual researchers might negotiate the wider potential 

barriers to initiating interdisciplinary research in their own workplaces. The outcome of the 

ensuing (twin) Nominal Group Technique processes (one for each stream) is presented in Table 

3. From Table 3 the higher ranked solutions tend to be structural or quasi-structural. They 

range from providing research grants that are focused on, and reward, interdisciplinary 

proposals and cluster formation, to promoting seminar series and greater recognition of the 

value of interdisciplinary research. By contrast with these structural recommendations, there is 

comparatively little that focuses on individual initiatives (an exception is to “fund two or more 

leading thinkers” to write a position paper on the topic). Instead, we see the fostering of 

networks using incentives such as grant and journal openings, coupled perhaps with training 

opportunities, and outcomes, such as our sponsors and GDN provided in the current workshop. 

 

For a change to occur, Table 3 indicates that many structural changes will be needed to align 

with the more micro-level initiatives, such as evidence-based workshops, with subject-matter 

experts in specific domains.     

 

3.6  Interdisciplinary Workshop Evaluations 

At the close of the workshop, participants were asked to email their reflections and evaluations 

of the two days to a named staff member in GDN head office, with the idea that this would 

allow them to remain anonymous, and therefore encourage more candid responses. The 

paragraphs below are the united responses from workshop participants.  

 

“The workshop was an interesting learning-by-interacting process. Composed of people from 

diverse disciplines, it constituted a process of learning to deal with a problem from the 

viewpoints of several disciplines both at the level of the issues associated with it and the 

possible methods of investigating it. It was at once academically rewarding, enriching and 

transformative. Interdisciplinary research holds great promise for dealing with issues, although 

there are specific challenges relating to working across disciplinary boundaries. I look forward 
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to working with my colleagues in the ‘powder room’ group to explore the possibilities of 

carrying out the research proposal we developed during the workshop process.” 

 

“I was very sceptical as to how such a workshop would be of use, since in my own case 

interdisciplinary research resulted in limitations I encountered when working in my own 

discipline. To my surprise, I met a very interesting group of researchers in different areas and 

disciplines and was able to interact with them and realise that most of us share the same 

questions about development, though we have different approaches to address them. I 

definitely would like to continue participating in these kinds of activities, promoting 

interdisciplinary research.” 

 

“My participation in the Workshop on Interdisciplinary Research for Development was a 

wonderful experience. It afforded me the opportunity to learn to accommodate other disciplines 

in research design and planning and to recognise the very vital roles of other disciplines in the 

entire process of research project development. In my opinion, interdisciplinary research 

appears to be a better approach to addressing the multi-faceted and complex challenges of the 

developing world. However, factors associated with differences in the contents of the various 

disciplines and their specific peculiarities can generate potential conflicts. This needs to be 

addressed with some level of negotiation without undermining scientific standards.” 

 

“As a development researcher I desire to make application of my personal skills in 

interpersonal relationships directed towards enhancing the personal and social functioning of 

the individual, women in particular, which necessarily involves using evidence obtained from 

research to help create a social environment conducive to the well-being of all. By attending 

this workshop I learned to look at a problem from different angles. This workshop, firstly, was 

an eye-opener to the complexities of interdisciplinary work. Secondly, it provided 

opportunities for comprehensive self-awareness training that enables a researcher to work from 

a position of strong inner stability”.  

 

“The interdisciplinary workshop arranged by GDN was useful and well run by the facilitators, 

who were friendly and very well informed. The participants were also very interesting. 
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Moreover, it was conceptually useful to have a tangible topic (HIV/AIDS) in addition to 

focusing on the issue of DBS itself. Some interesting ideas for potential projects were 

identified within groups, which could potentially be pilot-projects for the GDN to test, in order 

to facilitate the idea of interdisciplinary research in a fairly low cost manner, rather then just 

building the capacity of researchers to be able to do this.” 

 

“The workshop was a good learning experience for me in three key respects. First, it offered an 

opportunity for me to share ideas with and understand the perspectives of scholars from 

different disciplines other than my own concerning the same issue. Second, the activities I was 

involved in underlined the difficulty attending interdisciplinary research generally. Finally, I 

learned the value of compromise in trying to achieve consensus. However, I believe the value 

of the workshop would have been greatly enhanced if the aim of the workshop was to facilitate 

the development of a funded interdisciplinary research project by the participants.” 

 

“It was rewarding in terms of the psychological experience and cross fertilization of ideas. It 

was also amazing considering the pool of persons assembled for the workshop and the 

divergent academic, professional consulting and working backgrounds. It particularly provided 

the premise for a true dialogue and test in research between disciplines for a new thinking or 

paradigm shift for the conduct of a truly representational interdisciplinary consultation and 

research in tackling critical global problems that are ravaging the South. Lastly, the choice of 

subject coverage and marriage of the role challenges of each individual and the workshop was 

fantastic.” 

 

“Whilst a useful workshop, I think two days is too long. The activity based format and the 

organisation was great. However, I think there were only marginal benefits from having an 

extra day. There were two benefits from the workshop. The first was that it meant some 

delegates got to know each other before the actual main event which was good. Secondly, it 

highlighted the importance of interdisciplinary work. However, the limited variety of attendees 

(by and large university researchers from a social science background) was a bit hypocritical. It 

meant there was a degree of homogeneity already in the workgroup.” 
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“I think that single discipline-driven presentations on a shared topic (HIV/AIDS) was a very 

effective exercise for giving workshop participants a glimpse of the possibilities as well as the 

challenges that face us when we consider closer engagement with disciplines other than our 

own. I would have liked to have heard from researchers who had had direct experience of 

working in a more interdisciplinary manner, particularly on projects where one of the 

objectives was to influence policy. I hope that the GDN is able to stimulate research projects 

that utilise interdisciplinary methodologies both inside and outside of universities so that the 

possibilities and challenges that we identified in the workshop can be thoroughly investigated.” 

 

“I have done research work, from 2002-2005; it is about CP-IPPM Children’s Participation in 

Integrated Production and Pest Management and it is an integration of education (pedagogical 

development), agriculture for crop protection, water and nutrient management and 

environmental science for integrated pest management and a collaboration of respective 

concern agencies. When I attended this Interdisciplinary Research Workshop for Development 

I have found out that I am already doing an interdisciplinary research approach. It’s really 

great! I have also observed how the people coming from the academe reacted to the approach. 

I’d like to suggest if there will be another workshop like this, please increase the number of 

researchers coming from development organisations, not all from the academe. Thank you very 

much for the opportunity.” 

 

“The Interdisciplinary Research for Development workshop has been a new experience and has 

significantly contributed to developing an approach to carry out interdisciplinary research. The 

Workshop was different from the usual workshops as the emphasis was mainly interactive and 

emphasised more the practical formulation of interdisciplinary research themes rather than 

mere classes or presentations. At the same time, it looked like the purpose of the workshop was 

to provide training to the participants in interdisciplinary research rather than an in-depth soul 

search and working out strategies for a new form of interdisciplinary research. It also did not 

formulate a follow-up plan. The members of the groups were working in several institutional 

set ups and had different types of problems. Finally, the emphasis on the selected themes for 

the workshop (HIV/AIDS and Direct Budget Support) was minimal. However, on the whole, it 
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was a nice experience and good learning and more importantly there was excellent interaction 

among participants.”  

“I have enjoyed and learned a lot from the Interdisciplinary Research Workshop. Specifically, 

it has given us an opportunity to know what are the difficulties and challenges that we may 

face while working on interdisciplinary research in a multidisciplinary team. As the theme of 

interdisciplinary research is not very familiar with many researchers, the workshop seems to be 

a breakthrough in this arena. The workshop has enhanced our understanding on the subject, 

helped us to develop formal and informal networks which may help us to design and 

implement multi-country interdisciplinary study later on. Throughout the workshop, overall 

management and facilitation was very good. I specially thank the GDN for giving us such a 

wonderful opportunity and also the GDN staff who worked hard to make it a success.”  

 

“I am grateful to the Global Development Network (GDN) committee for the invitation to the 

Interdisciplinary Research Workshop and GDN conference in Brisbane, January 2008. IDR is a 

new perspective, even though we sometimes conducted it accidentally, and a longer time is 

needed to communicate that perspective to researchers and institutions. I hope that in the future 

the committee gives the invitation to more participants from Indonesia because it would be 

better if this perspective was communicated to more than one researcher or to several 

institutions. Donor agencies should be invited to this programme, with a special session for 

them to explain their roles”. 

 

“This is my first time attending the GDN workshops and conferences, what an eye-opener and 

an excellent opportunity to be part of a network of a variety of disciplines. The whole 

atmosphere is excellent. Apart from the departure logistics botch-up, I would like to suggest 

more of these workshops in the future”. 
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4.0   CONCLUSIONS 

4.1 Interdisciplinary Research: Recommendations.   

Stuart C. Carr, Malcolm MacLachlan and Ishbel McWha 

 

Interdisciplinary research is clearly quite challenging, but also potentially quite rewarding. This 

type of research approach is not going to be necessary, or perhaps even desirable, for all 

development challenges. However for many development challenges an interdisciplinary 

approach is going to afford a better approximation of ‘real world’ complexities, and how these 

may be addressed, than is any one disciplinary perspective on its own. In the introduction to 

this volume we talked of initiatives being ‘blind sighted’ by their failure to consider the 

broader ramifications of their recommendations.  This volume illustrates that there are 

personal, professional and institutional challenges to undertaking interdisciplinary research. 

Table 4 summarises issues identified by the US based National Academy of Sciences in their 

study of the views of interdisciplinary research leaders in that country. 
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 Table 4: Key Conditions for Successful Interdisciplinary Research at Academic 

Institutions (National Academy of Sciences, 2004). 

Aspect Key Conditions 

Initial Stages: Building 
Bridges 

Common problem(s) to solve 
Leadership 
Environment that encourages faculty/researcher collaboration 
Establishing a team philosophy 
Seed/glue money 
Seminars to foster bridges between students, postdoctoral 
scholars, and PIs at the same institution 
Workshops to foster bridges between investigators at different 
institutions 
Frequent meetings among team members 
Think of the end at the beginning 

Supporting the Project Science and Engineering PhDs trained in research administration 
Support project initiation and team building 
Seamless and flexible funding 
Willingness to take risks 
Recognise potential for high impact 
Involvement of funding organisation 

 
Facilities 

 
Physical co-location of researchers 
Shared instrumentation 
Enhance chance meetings between researchers, such as on-site 
cafeterias 

 
Organisation/ 
Administration 

Matrix organisation 
Rewards for academic leaders who foster IDR 
Tenure/promotion policies for interdisciplinary work 
Utilise experts with breadth and IDR experience for assessment 
Professional recognition of successful practitioners of IDR 

 

While some of the NAS issues are specific to their context, many of them resonate with the 

broader international context that we have explored, and in as much as this is the case, give 

credence to our own process and findings.  

   

We conclude with three strong recommendations for GDN and other networks to consider, if 

they wish to further promote interdisciplinary research for development: 
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1. International Conferences & Symposia: Whether these conferences are discipline specific 

or across disciplines, at least one session should be dedicated to an explicit 

interdisciplinary topic with speakers invited to present their differing views on the topic. 

Keynote speakers should be challenged to think of the strengths and the weaknesses of 

their disciplinary view and, where possible, speakers that can expound on an 

interdisciplinary approach should be invited. 

 

2. Research Calls and Evaluations: Some research calls should specifically target 

interdisciplinary research submissions to address topics that are of broad social relevance. 

In some cases it may also be appropriate for calls to provide funding to allow an 

interdisciplinary network to be formed and develop a research proposal, in response to a 

specific call. 

 

3. Research is not above Policy: The Millennium Development Goals are about human 

capabilities, and these are inherently interdisciplinary. Millennium Development Goal 8 

stresses partnerships for development, for example across disciplines and the community 

of stakeholders they serve. The Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness includes among 

its core principles Harmonisation and Alignment.  Our workshop participants stressed the 

potential for interdisciplinary research to help achieve each of these goals. Ultimately 

therefore, interdisciplinary research is not only about produce and process. It is also about 

policy. 
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