Ryota Nishino

From: Christine Weir
Sent: Friday, October 25, 2013 10:38 AM
To: Afrada Shah; Afshana Anzeg; Akanesi Tarabe; Akanesi Tarabe; Akanisi Kedrayate; Alex

Stewart; Andreas Kopf; Andrew Houlia; Anthony Rees; Anton Knuth; Arieta Tagivetaua;
Arieta Tagivetaua; Ashla Singh; Ashwin Raj; Atele Dutt; Barbara Hau'ofa; Bob Norton;
Christine Weir; Cliff Bird; David Harrison; Donald Yeates; Edwin Jones; Ella Bennion; Eta
Norton; Eta Verani Norton; EU; Florentino Rodao; Frank Thomas; Gaylene Osborne-
Finekaso; Gordon Dow; Gregory Fry; Haruo Nakagawa; Holger Szesnat; Igelese Ete;
Jackie-Anne I Ete; James Johnson; Jolame Sedra; Jonathan Griffiths; Jonathon Prasad;
Josephine Singh; Kambati Uriam; Karen Stevenson; Katherine Saxton; Kathy Foi ; Lea
Kauvaka; Liah Kaltoi; Lisa Madden; Litia Qionibaravi; Maebh Long; Maelin Pickering-
Bhagwan; Maelin Pickering-Bhagwan; Manfred Ernst ; Maria Orcherton; Mark Stephens;
Alan Quanchi; Morgan Tuimalealiifano; Nicholas Fuata; Nicola Baker; Nikita Chand ;
Niseta Buatava; Ofa Swann; Patrina Fong; Pauline Ryland; Peter Espiritu; Edward
Larmour; Priya Chattier; Rachel Morgain; Rex Kaikuyawa; Robert Arril; Robert Epstein;
Robert Nicole; Ropate Qalo; Ryota Nishino; $99001227; Sandra Tarte; Sekove Degei;
Sadhana Sen; Seniloli Inoke ; Shailin Gonelevu; Shazna Buksh; Sione Veituna; Sonam
Chand; Sudesh Mishra; Taiwan charge ; Taraivosa Baikeirewa; Tessa Mackenzie ;
Thomas White ; Tima Tuvuki; Tony Weir; Nawi Rakuita; Vijay Naidu; Vivian Koster;
Waisea Vakamocea; Yoko Kanemasu

Subject: Reminder - today's seminar

Place: School of Social Sciences Conference room (091-113)

Time: 12.30-2 pm on Friday 25 October 2013

Pacific Island women in the eyes of a Japanese travel journalist:

Impressions from Kanetaka Kaoru’s journey in 1961.

Ryota Nishino

School of Social Sciences, USP.

A Japanese travel journalist Kanetaka Kaoru (b. 1928) is best known for her weekly television documentary programme
Kanetaka Kaoru sekai no tabi [Kaoru Kanetaka’s “World around Us”] which ran from 1959 to 1990. On her sixth filming
trip in 1961, she visited the South Pacific islands for the first time — when foreign travel was still beyond the reach for
many Japanese people. Her itinerary included Fiji and Papua New Guinea (PNG). The trip resulted in several programmes
and a travelogue, Sekai no tabi: Oceania [Travel around the world: Oceania] (1962). Kanetaka’s travel-writing is
noteworthy for her candid aesthetic judgements on women she met in Fiji and PNG. The presentation asks what

messages and implicit assumptions of beauty her writing conveys. While Kanetaka is flattering about Fiji’'s women’s
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natural beauty, she is concerned the encroachment of western aesthetic values would harm the women’s self-worth. At
the same time other episodes underline commonality between her aesthetic values and the western imagining of ‘the
South Seas maiden’. Kanetaka’s aesthetic vision is challenged by the sight of the women in PNG. She then asks herself
“What is to be human?” Her conclusion — however problematic it may be —informs us how she attempts to resolve her

seemingly inconsistent, if not paradoxical, aesthetic judgements.

Ryota Nishino joined the USP in July 2011 and teaches History. Previous research interest in history of education
resulted in Changing Histories: Japanese and South African textbooks in comparison (2011). He is now working on a
contemporary history of Japanese travel-writing on southern Pacific islands.



