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Some person remarks

 Biographical
 No expert in Hinduism
 No expert in M.K. Gandhi
 Gandhi as starting point to reflect on Ethics and 

Development
 Communication and Exchange of ideas









Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi – bibliographical 
sketches

 Born Oct. 2, 1869 in Porbandar, Gujarat, to well settled parents
 May 1883 at the age of 13 married to 14-year old Kasturbai 
 1888 – 1891 law studies in London

 exposure to Christianity, critical to industrialism and capitalism
 1891 – 1893 tried to start law company in India, but failed
 1893 – 1914 works as lawyer in South Africa

 experience racism, Civil Rights Movement
 1914 return to India, Struggle for Indian Independence

 World War I
 Champaran (Bihar) and Kheda (Gujarat) Satyagraha, 1918
 Non-cooperation movement (1920 to 1922)
 Salt Satyagraha (Salt March) March 1930
 World War II and Quit India Movement (1939 – 1947)

 30 January 1948 shot by a Hindu nationalist



Gandhi’s vision of society

What did he want to achieve? 
What did he try to prevent?



 “Earth provides enough to satisfy every man's needs, but not 
every man's greed.” 

 “What we are doing to the forests of the world is but a 
mirror reflection of what we are doing to ourselves and to 
one another.”



"God forbid that India should ever take to industrialization 
after the manner of the west. The economic imperialism of a 
single tiny island kingdom [UK] is today keeping the world 
in chains. If an entire nation of 300 million took to similar 
economic exploitation, it would strip the world bare like 
locusts."



Swadeshi



Swadeshi (self-sufficiency)
Economic independence

Boycotting British products
Revival of domestic-made products 
and production techniques
It is more than import substitution
It is part of the struggle for independence 
Sometimes it is called “political consumerism”
The Charka and Khadi became symbols of the

independence struggle



Swadeshi



Swaraj / Ramraj

Political Independence
Hind Swaraj Indian Independence (Self Rule)
Swaraj vs. Ramraj Self-Rule and Rule of God

Closely related to Hindu, Buddhist and Jain philosophies of 
detachment, renouncement of material wealth, private property 

Closely related to the concept of moksha (or mukti "release”), 
the liberation from samsara and the suffering involved in being 
subject to the cycle of repeated death and reincarnation.



Sarvodaya (Welfare for all)

Inspired by John Ruskin’s book “Unto this Last” 
(1860), Christian socialism

Gandhi translated Unto This Last into Gujarati in 
1908 under the title of Sarvodaya ("well being of 
all"). The book can be considered Gandhi’s 
program on economics, as in Unto This Last, he laid 
down important part of his social and economic 
ideas.





Sarvodaya 

“Truth (Satya) and Freedom (Swaraj) as the 
ultimate aims of self-realization can only grow 
in an atmosphere of non-violence (ahimsa). 
Such an atmosphere will prevail only in a 
society where an equal share is given "even 
unto this last." Each individual must therefore 
work for "the welfare of all." 

This was Gandhi's simple explanation of the 
concept of Sarvodaya, and the "constructive 
program" was the  instrument with which he 
tried to link his own self-realization to that of 
the weaker sections of the sub-continent”

(Kantowski 1985)



Gandhi’s way to 
achieve his goals

How did he want to change society?

The way is the goal



Satyagraha



Satyagraha
Non-violent action
Civil disobedience
Non-cooperation

Forms to work to change society, in particular 
injustice, racism and exploitation through non-
violent means. Practiced in South Africa and later 
in India.



Gandhi in independent India

 Gandhi was in favor of dissolving the INC after 
independence and start constructive work in India’s villages

 Bhoodan and Gramdan movement – Vinoba Bhave
 Total Revolution – JP Narayan, opposition to Indira Gandhi 

1973-75, State of Emergency 1975
 Janata Government 1977 – 79, Charan Singh Finance 

Minister, Prime Minister
 National Front Government 1989 – 91, under leadership of 

Janata Dal Party, PM V.P. Singh, Deputy PM Devi Lal 
 Social and Environmental Movements in India









Gandhi in independent India

 Chipko Movement, Narmada Movement, Tehri Movement, Chilika 
Movement, Movement against shrimp aquaculture in Tamil Nadu, 
and, and, and……..

 “No one, I repeat no one will be allowed to stand in the way of 
Orissa’s industrialisation and the people’s progress.”

– Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik, commenting on the opposition to mining in 
Kashipur district, Orissa

 “You are all high-class people who live in Bombay, right? If there is 
a plan to make a huge dam in Bombay city, it’s obvious that the 
posh buildings where you reside would be submerged. Will you 
allow that to happen?”

 – Narmada Bachao Andolan activist Ramkrishna Bawa



Gandhi in the western world
During his life time Gandhi communicated with leading 

personalities in the western world. He was influenced by 
people like
Albert Einstein, Leo Tolstoy, John Ruskin, Henry David 
Thoreau

He had influence on
Nelson Mandela, Steve Biko, Aung San Suu Kyi, Václav 
Havel, Lech Wałęsa, Martin Luther King, Arne Næss 
(Deep Ecology), Johan Galtung (“structural and cultural 
violence”), Ernst Friedrich "Fritz" Schumacher (Small is 
beautiful).





Gandhi in the western world

 Peace Movement of the 1980s
 Environmental Movement since the 1990s



Himsa / Ahimsa / Satya

Krishna counsels Arjuna on the greater idea of dharma, or 
universal harmony and duty. 
The soul (Atman) is eternal and immortal. Any 'death' on 
the battlefield would involve only the shedding of the 
body, whereas the soul is permanent. 
Arjuna wishes to abandon the battle, to abstain from 
action; Krishna warns that without action, the cosmos 
would fall out of order and truth would be obscured.
“The battle described is, therefore, a struggle between dharma and 
adharma […] it is a battle between the innumerable forces of good and 
evil, which become personified in us as virtues and vices” CW32: 95)


