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Introduction

Have you ever seen a group of women sit down to string a few garlands? Usually it
looks something like this. Picture a group of older women sitting on a mat under
a tree, sprawled around them are scented flowers, usually carefully wrapped with
some piece of cloth, a variety of needles and strings of fzu (stripped from bark of the
fau tree). Buzzing around them would be children of different ages, who would be
venturing out to different gardens throughout the village collecting flowers and leaves
~ for the women to carefully string together into a kakala, a garland. As with every-
thing else in Tonga, each kakala is ranked as each flower and design used in a kakala
are ranked. It is 2 communal process that demonstrates collaboration, sharing of
resources and the passing of skills to the next generation. But at the same time, itisa
process with a distinct focus of preparing a designed garland for a particular occasion
and with a definite person in mind. It may seem from afar to be disorganised and
chaotic, but it is purposeful, strategic, and with meticulous attention to fine detail.

'The original Kakala framework was put together by Professor Konai Helu Thaman
as an articulation of her conceptualisation of teaching and learning. Professor Konai
Thaman and others have written extensively on the original Kzkals framework. The
original Kzkala framework gave Pacific students an opportunity to articulate theories
from their perspectives and to recognise Pacific wotld views in their thinking, The
original Kakala framework, in a way opened the door for others, it encouraged other
Pacific academics to take courage and conceptualise from their distinctive world view
recognising and giving value to Pacific philosophies, values, and customs. The origi-
nal Kakala was an example of how it may be done. The beauty of the original Kakala
was its apparent simplicity but complex underlying structures. The original Kakala
framework led the way for others, including the Vanua and the Huvatu frameworks
from Fiji, the Tivaevae framework from the Cook Islands, and the Lakalaka Educa-
tional Policy framework and the Langa fale ako Teachers Professional development
framework, both from Tonga.

‘The Kakala Research Framework as it is today was put together by Professor Konai
Helu Thaman, Dr " Ana Taufe' ulungaki, and Dr Seu' ula Johansson Fua with addition-
al ideas from the work of Dr Linita Manu'atu. It was two senior Tongan academics
sitting to string the garland, with one younger Tongan academic gathering garlands,
including flowers from Dr Manu'atu’s garden, upon instructions from the two senior
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the Tonga Primary school curriculum and the impact on the 40 field rescarchers
who were part of the Kzkala research framework. The 40 field researchers who took
part in this research project are now teachers and have continued to participate in
research projects from time to time. Their experiences as field researchers using the
Kakala research framework have been opportunities for them to refine their thinking
about education and their role as teachers in Tonga’s education system. Those who
participated in the study demonstrated their mafana in being part of the study, by
giving gifts to the field researchers at the completion of the study. Primary school
children are now enjoying new subjects that include design and technology, music,
and Tongan culture and customs. The hope is that the new curriculum will encour-






























