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emerged as the “powerhouse of Sino-Christian Theology” and conduit for outside 
engagement with China. 

Firstly, the inter-relationship between “transmission and appropriation” needs to 
be elucidated more. The history and influence of missionaries have always been a major 
research focus. A re-focus on local Chinese agents and why and how they appropriated 
the message is certainly timely. The missionaries transmitted the faith and the local 
people appropriated, adopted, adapted, reshaped, and re-expressed it in a multitude 
of ways. However, both the transmitter and the local receptors are globalising agents. 
An understanding of their interaction and the mutual understanding between them is 
crucial. It is perhaps best to see them as two points of constantly changing fusion and 
co-operation, rather than separately. This volume perhaps needs to acknowledge that 
interaction more. 

Secondly, throughout China, Sunday morning Church services and the theology 
they reflect remain very “western” in form and content. What was “transmitted” is 
still very evident. Asian Churches have preserved the 19th century Western forms of 
Anglicanism, Methodism and Presbyterianism which have long since been reshaped 
in the places from which the missionaries came. Nevertheless, this volume shows how 
there were innovative and creative local agents who had a major social impact. Many 
who were influenced by incoming religious ideas made no claim to be Christian, but all 
were exposed to globalisation and reacted to it. 

Lastly, this volume focusses on the effects of what it sometimes calls “liberal 
Christianity”. The readers should take some care here, as the notion of “liberal 
Christianity”, perhaps best personified in New Zealand by Professor Lloyd Geering’s 
thought, is little understood in China. Missionaries designated as “liberal”, such as 
Timothy Richard, present quite a different concept. Such missionaries were brokers of 
a wide-range knowledge, ideas and new and old expressions of cultural life, whether 
Christian or not. 

This is a very welcome volume with full notes and index and is recommended for 
those interested the role of religion in China today. 

Reviewed by STUART VOGEL
Auckland

Michele M. Mason and Helen J. S. Lee (eds.), Reading Colonial Japan: Text, Context, 
and Critique, Stanford, CA, Stanford University Press, 2012, xiv + 302 pp. 
ISBN: 0804776970 (hbk); 0804776974 (pbk)

Reading Colonial Japan is an anthology of finely written essays that squarely speaks 
to the burgeoning scholarship of ‘multiple Japans’. At least in English-speaking circles, 
there has been a shift towards critiquing the very notion of Japan’s singularity. The 
initial essay introduces the reader to the agenda of the book. The collection positions 
variegated media of this era as articulations of the Japanese colonial project and power 
(p. 2). Scholars of colonialism and imperialism would agree that these two represent 
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ever-pervasive forces that permeated the minds of the people – those who are in the 
metropole and those in the periphery. What is now gaining the attention of scholars 
has gone beyond, for want of a better term, the elite ‘high brow’ history of politics 
and economy, to now include the ‘middle’ or ‘low brow’ histories of the everyday and 
the ordinary. The latter encourages us to observe and critique how the ideologies of 
colonialism and imperialism found their expressions. As a relative late-comer, Japanese 
imperialism is often thought to have produced a smaller number of volumes compared 
to say other more ‘established’ empires such as the British. Reading Colonial Japan 
puts an end to this dearth – perceived or actual.

The structure of the collection is innovative. The introduction by Mason and Lee 
offers a concise survey of Japanese colonialism since the Meiji Restoration that was, 
amongst other things, founded upon the consolidation of a singular Japanese modern-
state. The authors point out it began with the colonisation of the Ainu in the North 
and the Ryukyuans in the South, and then branched off to Korea, Taiwan, China, 
Micronesia and Southeast Asia. The subsequent eight chapters take the reader on a 
time-trip around the Japanese empire. Each chapter begins with a brief summary of 
a primary text concerning a region within the Japanese sphere of influence. This is 
followed by a ‘context/critique’ which provides a detailed analysis of the text. The text 
is highly readable; and credit must go to the quality of the work required to translate 
Japanese primary sources. In particular, the translation of chapters by the prominent 
Japanese scholars, Komori Yōichi and Kawamura Minato, is a welcome bridge between 
Japanese - and English - speaking academies.

The first chapter features The Shores of the Sorachi River by Kunikida Doppo. 
Mason’s critique suggests Kunikida expresses the bewilderment of a coloniser in 
“domesticating Hokkaido” (p. 37) until it becomes a fully-fledged part of Japan’s 
domestic sphere. Yet it also mirrors the ways the Ainu have become consigned to the 
mists of time. 

The following chapter, Hokkaido Former Natives Protection Law, informs us 
about the legal foundation that enabled the Japanese colonisation of the Ainu. Komori 
Yōichi’s essay is a brilliant expose of the irony that the name of the law did anything 
but to protect the Ainu, but rather laid the material and cultural foundation that led 
to their near-extinction. These two chapters dovetail with two others on Okinawa 
and Taiwan where Japanese imperialism really ‘took off’. The third chapter ‘Officer 
Ukuma’ by Ikemiyagi Sekihō illustrates a similar yet subtly different tension to 
Kunikida’s. The protagonist in ‘Officer Ukuma’, Hyaaku, is a Japanese police officer 
in Okinawa of Chinese descent. His career aspirations are thwarted by discrimination 
– causing a substantial decline in his personal life. Davinder Bhowmik’s perceptive 
analysis shows Hyaaku as an archetypical subaltern character who finds himself in an 
ambiguous position between the Japanese citizen and the colonial subject. Bhowmik 
and Komori succeed in describing the delicate and insidious psychological effects 
colonial modernity has on those directly involved in its enforcement. 

If law and order represented overt mechanisms of colonial hegemony, the next 
two chapters would inform us about more subtle forces that cultivate the social and 
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capital literacy of colonialism and shift the focus from the public to the domestic. The 
Manual of Home Cuisine, as a text of culinary history, offered nutritional advice to 
Japanese settlers in Korea to help maintain their traditional diets. Helen Lee debunks the 
advice and transforms it into a reverse expression of resistance against the supposedly 
inferior Korean food and hygiene practices encountered. This refusal to assimilate into 
the Korean society is not a mark of failure, but rather an expression of their coded 
superiority. In contrast, Manchu Girl illustrates the powerful shadow of ryōsai kenbo 
ideology (Good wife, wise mother) and how it extended beyond mainland Japan to 
Manchuria. Kimberley Kono’s analysis of Manchu Girl reveals the power disparity 
in the relationship between two women as a microcosm of imperialism. We learn 
of a Manchurian girl, Guiyu, who acquires Japaneseness under the ostensibly well-
intentioned benevolence tutelage of Koizumi Kikue – whom Guiyu has come to regard 
as her Japanese mother. These two chapters demonstrate how the domestic realm is just 
as crucial in spreading imperialism as other spheres of the colonial project. 

Colonial projects usually entail projecting various civilisations into a hierarchy. 
In implementing them we are forced to draw a binary distinction between the coloniser 
and the colonised and place them within a hierarchy of progress or barbarity. This 
dynamic is well illustrated and critiqued by cases from Taiwan, the forests of the 
Tōhoku, and the Micronesia. Robert Tierney points out how Satō Haruo’s Demon Bird 
offers a powerful critique of imperialism by regarding the superstitions of the Taiwan’s 
indigenous peoples as a sign of backwardness and a pretext for colonial violence (p. 
133). Kota Inoue’s essay on the highly acclaimed writer Miyazawa Kenji’s Wolf Forest, 
Basket Forest and Thief Forest recasts Miyazawa’s literary legacy as a critique of the 
ecological colonisation of Japan rather than just a mere nostalgic celebration of the 
bygone era. Kawamura’s analysis on the popular comic, The Adventure of Dankichi, 
addresses the racist assumptions the character Dankichi has conveyed to the adolescent 
reader and projected upon Micronesians. These chapters show the malleable nature of 
imperial discourse in different media.

Undoubtedly, the anthology exhibits perceptive as well as theoretically- and 
historically-informed scholarship. The collection would appeal to scholars whose 
work straddles several disciplines as it places various forms of text in their historical 
contexts. This interdisciplinary focus is especially useful for those wishing to teach 
Japanese colonialism from historical, anthropological and literary angles. However, I 
was tempted to think of somewhat passé yet still pertinent logic of ‘internal colonialism’ 
and Fredrick Jackson Turner’s ‘manifest destiny’ as useful theoretical backbones that 
further provide bases for comparison with other, albeit Western, contemporary empires. 
As someone teaching in the southern Pacific region, and researching Japanese travel 
writing, I find Kawamura’s essay the most arresting. Especially when he compares The 
Adventure of Dankichi to a travelogue - an allied popular medium that has also provided 
ideological sustenance for colonial project.

The eclectic range of contributions in Reading Colonial Japan is quite clear. If 
I could raise one issue, an overarching conclusion that ties up the common themes 
and highlight points of contrast would provide a suitable parting. It also important to 
think about questions such as: What do we find in common between Hokkaido and 
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Okinawa? In what ways were the ‘natives’ treated in Taiwan and Micronesia? How did 
the Japanese settlers project their superiority over the Chinese and the Koreans? Can 
we say the Japanese were more ‘successful’ in introducing the fruits of imperialism 
to these areas? As pointed out by more than one author in this anthology, Japanese 
colonialism lives in a dual colonialism – colonising and expanding the domestic and the 
foreign spheres, maintaining fear and anxiety towards Westerners while simultaneously 
disdaining other Asians. These questions constantly spring to mind as each chapter 
never fails to provide a succession of thought-provoking moments. Thus, Reading 
Colonial Japan offers an excellent starting point for future scholars to embark on the 
study of ‘grassroots imperialism’ and its variant manifestations – as works of Japanese 
empire alone or as comparative works with other empires. 

Reviewed by RYOTA NISHINO
The University of the South Pacific, Suva

Manuel Perez-Garcia., Vicarious Consumers, Surrey, Ashgate, 2013, xxi + 375 pp. 
ISBN 9781409456858 (hbk); ISBN 9781409456865 (ebk – PDF); ISBN 
9881472407283 (ebk – ePUB).

Manuel Perez-Garcia’s book is a somewhat daunting affair that will, one suspects, be 
of interest chiefly to others working in his own specialist field of economics and social 
history.

Replete with charts, tables and statistics, it sets out to look at how – and indeed 
whether – the availability of luxury goods from outside Spain stimulated any change 
in consumer behaviour or artisanal production in southern Spain in the 18th century.

Using the ‘industrious revolution’ theory, Perez-Garcia asks whether the increasing 
availability of luxury consumer goods led to a greater desire for them and whether this 
in turn stimulated the economy of southern Spain.

One can look at impersonal mechanical factors, such as developments in industry 
or agriculture to partially stimulate the economy, but the industrious revolution theory 
also stresses the actions of individuals; the desires of families to own more luxury 
goods as a sign of prosperity, social status or financial independence.

The behaviour of individuals has allowed the author to employ a number of 
novel tactics to gather information, including the careful examination of wills and the 
household accounts and tallies of goods that had to be drawn up so that probate might 
be assessed.

Because this book is about the influence of individual behaviour, a number of 
unexpected elements are drawn into the narrative and much is made of the opposition to 
French fashions, the mockery of those who imitated foreign behaviour and the defiant 
adoption of an exaggerated form of national dress as a form of self-defence.

Students of Goya will be familiar with the figure of the maja (scowling, even 
when naked) and her cloaked and hooded male counterparts, the majo; members of the 


