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This paper explores the so-called coup culture of Fiji (a 
susceptibility to periodic upheavals and military coups) by focusing 
on the coup that took place in Fiji in December 2006 and 
contrasting this to previous coups in the country. It first addresses 
the main differences between the 2006 coup and those of 1987 
and 2000. It then examines some similarities and continuities in 
Fiji ‘coup cycle’ suggesting that these are just as significant as the 
much-remarked differences. The paper then reflects on Fiji’s 
prospects for building a stable democratic order, arguing that one 
of the hurdles to overcome is a deep seated ambivalence in Fiji 
which coups have only reinforced about democracy and the rule of 
law.
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Discussions about Fiji’s politics inevitably revolve around 

military coups. For many years Fiji was preoccupied with the 

turbulence and aftermath of the two coups in 1987. Then it 

was the 2000 coup that preoccupied people. Now we have 

another coup to analyze, to explore, to use as our current 

reference point; one which took place in December 2006. This 

installed a military-backed and led interim regime, with the 

purported mandate of the President.1)

The periodic upheavals we have experienced over the last 

twenty years have given rise to the perception that we have a 

‘coup culture,’ a pattern of instability that is repeatedly being 

played out. However, the latest coup has been portrayed as 

different to the previous ones; according to its supporters it is 

the coup that will end once and for all the ‘coup cycle.’

 

Previous coups were carried out in the name of indigenous 

rights and were broadly popular among ethnic Fijians and 

Fijian institutions (including the Great Council of Chiefs (GCC) 

and the Methodist Church). The 2006 coup, by contrast, was 

 1) For details of the background to the December 2006 coup see 

Fraenkel, et al., 2007. 




