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The Fiji

he Fiji Indians or Indo-Fi-

jians! who comprised more

than half the mult-ethnic
population of Fiji in 1970 have
been subjected to mass anxiety in
the post-May 14, 1987 period.
Theirright as citizensof the coun-
try of their v:.E to electa govern-
H&

“itssu wo:oaéma CoOmpriseE
nic Fijian chiefs and seniorpublic

officials.? Since the day of the

first military coup which over-
threw the constitutionally and
democratically elected Bavadra
government, Ethnic Fijian lead-
ers have mwmﬁamncm:w discrimi-
nated against Indo-Fijian in the
public domain with the conse-
quent loss of confidence among
the latter. A racist draft
constitution has been rejected by
an overwhelming majority of
Fiji’s non-Ethnic Fijian B&.olnw
population but at the same time

ann rmm _uonz an enormous loss-.

political crisis has causeda Bm,_ou.
economi¢ downturn which will
take at least a decade to over-
come. However, this change is
only possible if there is areturn to

WP).B.. ef icmsrr,.xﬂ..u m.\f)wnxsi.ﬁl p (fn..sr 4

i Dr.\.or /...ﬂl&rﬁnfﬁl .

ZPP,GL M.Mlbfb\n?nmu.. QV /..)%..n - l?isp(a ?UOSF,GIP C r._akF

Hna_mum. Denial Of Oﬁ_um:m::u

\

Dr. Vijay Naidu

constitutionality
the citizenship rights of all the
people of Fiji irrespective of eth-
nicity. Under -present circum-
stances this is not likely to hap-

~ pen. This paper provides an out-

line of the history of Indian settle-
ment in Fiji, the socio-economic

nic H.n_mno:m Ea En 8:85@? ,

rary situation of Indo-Fijians.

Indo-Fijians or Fiji-born Indi-
ans form no less than 99 percent
of the Indian ethnic category
which constituted 48% Fiji's
715,000 population; the rest
comprised Ethnic Fijians (46.6%),
European, Part-Europeans, Chi-
nese, Other Pacific Islanders and
others (Fiji Census, 1986). Indo-
Fijians are found in all walks of
life and are represented at almost
all levels.

Because the South Indians
formed ‘a minority, ans as they
caine after the early North Indian

% arrivals, they were forced to speak -

plantation Hindi or Fiji Baat.
There were other categories of
people in the immigrant ships,
including turbaned Punjabi speak-
ing Sikhs. There were a few

respect for

—_—

Those who journeyed to Fiji in
aparticular m_.nw mo<o_ov& strong

Theyusuallyreferredto omo__oﬁon
as kindred and during the often
difficult times in Fiji provided
support to each other,

The EWSQ of F&mbm in m..c_ is

mw&m.ru-lbfr‘ .
the Colonial “Sugar Refinery

Company (CSR). This Australian-

owned company oBQ.mna as the
monopoly concern in the industry
and eventually became a Fiji
Government agency. In addition,

Indian migrants worked in coco-
nut and banana plantations and in
the cultivation of cotton and co-
coa. They were also involved in
public works and in sugar mills.

Some worked as house servants
for the Europeans. Others were
employed as clerks, cooks, inter-
preters and policemen. The vast
majority, however, io_._noa in the-

::.mo sugar estates. -

+The conditions’in’ the: Ewuﬁ.
tions were barbarous. The immi-
grants lived in large barracks
which were called “lines”. A
barrack was divided into little
rooms of 10 feet by 7 feet. One

11
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Economic. Diversification,
Education and Political Awak-
ening :

After the formal abolition of the
indentured labour system in Fiji

completed inde
those who had not. These ex-
indentured labourers became
involved in a wide range of ac-
tivities to sustain themselves in a
situation where accesstoland was
limited.

Most became small sugarcane
farmers, having renteyfd land from
the CSR, the government, and
Fijians. The CSR havinginigally

large plantations operated by
former white overseers and find-

ing that the latter were unable to

produce sugar cane profitably,
further subdivided its lands into

.. ontheé average 10 acre allotments
. for leasing to the land short Indi-

ans. All aspects of sugar can cul-
tivation were stringently con-
trolled by the company and in
many respects the emergent In-
dian tenant farmers remained
employees of the CSR (Samy,
1979).

Other Indians were involved in

Gy ,f- \m.m.”q..m...ﬁz‘r. o
‘with difficulties of gaining
cultural land with security of
tenure and the attraction of greater

. economic retams of pon-farming

. activities, many Indians left the
- land to eamn a living in other sec-

" hawking;

tors. A significant numbertook to
of these a great number
were unstccessful because they
had % compete with the increas-

- " ing number of retail establish-

ments. The urban Indians took up

Y| T A.llﬂ:uﬂ'ﬂ .um ; ~ a- . . ' ‘

WEM Soin,

" killed and unskilled jobs in both -
_the public and private sectors.

%
b3
S
g
U

r
%

The whites who dominated all
aspects of colonial Fiji society

| .
opposed this trend of Indians and
- Indo-Fijians seeking non-agricul-
" tural work. In this they got a
sympathetic hearing- from colo-
‘nial governors. The colonial
government saw Indians as agri-

gricultu

political effects of colonial sub-
jects acguiring education, gave
no encouragement to the Indians
to improve their education. In-
deed, both the government and
the CSR were opposed to Indians

- becoming educated.

Indians, however, continued to
strive for education during the
indenturs period. They had kept

-gubdivided:-its..vast AiStcs .1NLO, . ...cducation alive throngh the re-

“cital of religious -songs and sto-
ries and through verbal teaching
of their mother tongues. In the
post-indenture period, strenuous
efforts were made to educate
 Indian children by religious or-
ganizations such as the Method-
ist, Catholic Missions, Arya
Samaj, Fiji Sanatan Dharm Sabha,
FijiMoslem League, and the India
Tkya Sangam. These were com-
plemented at the grass roots level
when settlement committees €s-
tablished primary schools. By the
late 1930s without much govern-
ment support and with great sac-

Fijian children, This prepared

them to undertake occupations

other than farming. -

Whites were influential since

pre-colonial times, In 1904,2,440-
Europeans had direct representa-

tion in the colonial legislature with
‘six representatives. They were
directly represented in the colo-
nial executive in' 1912, More than
22,700 Indian British subjects

- -were- excluded from having a

‘voice in the government. The
92,000 native Fijians werc repre-
sented through a small elite of

T SRk e O
GERRIC Rijian: chiefs

less than 100 chiefs in the Coun-
cil of Chiefs which “put forward
the names of six of their class
from whomthe Governor selected
twoas theirrepresentatives” (Ali, -
1980:131). Fijians were allocated
a seat-in the Executive only in

single representative (Ali, Ibid,
'147). Indians were given a nomi-
nated seat in 1916 and the person
selected was regarded as not rep-
resentative of the majority of
Indians. ‘
Throughout the colonial period
Indians and Indo-Fijians struggled
for equality with the other ethnic
categories in Fiji. Even whentheir
efforts were directed at largely

. ecoriomic goals these were inter-. -----
- preted as challenges to European
- dominance (Gillion, 1977), Indi-

ans and Indo-Fijian workers and
farmers went on strike in 1920,

1921, 1943, 1959 and 1960 for -

basically economic reasons. The
hegemonic whites presented the
spectre of Indian dominance to
Ethnic Fijians and posed as pro-
tectors. of the paramountcy of
native interests. The Eastern Fi-
jian chiefs who had been the al-
lies of the British as they pacified
western Fijians, increasingly.
began to mouth identical concern
e whites. -
g

s
Ethnic Fijian “common
help break the strikes of 1920 and
1921. They opposed franchise for
Indians in 1929 when the latter
were given three representatives
in the colonial legislature.? With
the whites, the chiefs made a big
issue out of the fact that “the
Indians™ had gone on strike in

1943. Although CSR had been
making super profits in the guar-
‘anteed European mrket and the
cost of living had doubled in the” ™
early war years, thecolonial status

_ quo made a major issuc out of the

- 115
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SCEthR

;

N.S. Chalmers). The Fijian Asso-
ciation was a conservative chief-
led body which sought to prevent
Indo-Fijian attempts at vo:mom_

- RH.Q.B (Nayaoakalou, 1975).. -
" The Kisan Sangh’s nmEE_mnon,.._ ‘

in the 1960 cane strike in associa-
tion with the Ethnic Fijian Ba
Fijian Can Growers’ Associatich

discredited it in En owom of the.
ts. to rep ,_moo the mnaon& —umwn )

support base was Bn richer peas-
antry which tried to achieve eco-

nomic gains by co-operating with’

. the CSR. Through its political

~ wing, the Indian National Con-’

- gress, it aligned itself to the Alli-
- ance Party,

The Alliance Party brought
together Ethnic m.c_mu nraomw
i ﬂonnuﬂm.,n.ur

" basis of issues affecting their

¢ ’

race’, as well as Europeans, Part-
Europeans and Chinese who were
- the leading representatives of

merchant arid plantation capital

in the colony. Ali has noted that
this party ““had the blessing of the
colonial regime” (1977, 67).
The Alliane won 23 seats and
affiliated the two Council of
Chiefs nominees and the two
independents, The Federation
Party took the 9 ‘Indian commu-
nal’ seats. While 35% of the Indo-
Fijians voted against this party,
the Ethnic Fijians largely voted
sfosbeAllanee duasehiie o
(67.26%) did not indicate great
enthusiasm forit (Ali, 1980, 155).
With a large majority of seats, the
Alliance Party leadership’s con-
fidenceincreased and in late 1967
it attempted to introduce a minis-
terial system. The Federal Party
objected to any such step on the
basis of the racially biased 1965
Constitution which the Opposi-

R no: whmaon noz%E:& ds :ET L

9.. %meu@ﬁ 2

.. as, the press, fromm Sabo-

democratic, iniquitous and un-

just”. He called for “one man one
vote” or common roll. When the
Aliiance Party began to ridicule
the Federation’s position, all the
9 Federation Tepresentatives
walked out of the Legislative
Council.

In 1968, a by-election was held
forthe 9 *Indian’ communal seats

its seats. The m.c_mu >m88nno=

-of the Alliance Party expressed

its displeasure at the results by

...:oﬁﬁm_aoogmm_b&mﬂasﬁmnm

of the country, nﬁomansm Indo-
Fijians, re-affirming links with
the British crown, calling for the
deportation of Federation Party
leaders i_..o ‘were not Fiji-born,

tension mounted.

This election under a Hou-anoa
constitution was crucial as it was
the framework under which Fiji’s
independence constitution was
created. Race won over class.
Although the renamed National
Federation Party (NFP) (with the
arnalgamation of the two western
Ethnic Fijian parties (see Norton,
1977)), regained its 9 seats, it
remained a minority and failed to
significantly increase its Ethnic
Fijian support.

Oozmm_ano.:& E.mn:mmmosm be-

conciliatory” (Ali, 1977, 73). The
m..cumn masses (of all races) had no

mmw in the proceedings: ;

Further, the deliberations
“were secret; thepublic was
informed of the results,
not the details of the ex-
changes. Here the aim was
to thwart elements such

taging the dialogue, par-
ticularly when Fijian-In- .
dian unity brought rapid
decisions (fbid., 72).

The politics of ‘racial bargain-
ing’ was enhanced by the death in
October 1969 0f NFP leader, A.D.
Patel, who was an advocate of the
equality of the races in voting
nmwa His successor, m M. Koya

for m&_ the NEFP shelved its prin-
ciple of common roll. -

The Alliance recognised that
‘the: ‘UN’s Fourth Commiittée-be- -
cause of its anti-colonial and
democratic predisposition would
probably support commion roll or
majority rule. The fact that a
Labour Government in' m:%EE

Pacific
Islands Monthly (owned by the
same mﬁb&. based corporation)
representing commercial and fi-
nance capital, condemned the
United Nations and made asper-
sions against Indo-Fijians. The
Australian merchant house, W.R,
Carpenters, threatened to with-
draw from Fiji (Rokotuivuna,
1973; Thiele, 1976). :

The Alliance sought to negate
external pressures by seeking
immediate ‘independence’. Thus
the strategy of accepting formal
Ea@osa..:oo wastoentrenchthe -
sitds:appare
..ma Shtedin maudnm aw&n.mmn 5
mmoo <E=n. hoping to bargain with
the Alliance to resolve .the out-
standing issues later. As a result,
the bitterness and wrangling: that

‘miarred the 1965 conference was

kept at bay in 1970" (Ali, 1977,
73).

The 1970 Independence
Constitution had the following
provisions: the-state’s legislature

;. 'was bicarriera) with the Housc'of
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"class-ideologicai hegemony), the
economicreality of grossinequali-
ties persisted. Both race and class

co-exist, the latter reality was
conceded even by the E
. lands Monthly when it declared

iy that there was “a lot of poverty in
‘| . Fiji” (February 1967, 38).

. Thenational-level maintenaiice
- of nﬁa &Sm_oam ana 832&

. communal interests en-
" couraged each commu--
nity to cling to its own

identity, to think instinc-
tively in racial terms, to

. -7 worry incessantly about
* political solidarity, and
‘perhaps to miss the main
point that; Fiji’s. divided

able to loosen the grip of '
the Australian and New -
Zealand corporations and
a few local Europeans
over exports, imports and
the internal market sys- @ .
tem (McNaught, 1982,
28).

lation and Settlement

Fiji Indians numbered 292,896

in 1976, and comprised just under
half of Fiji's population. In 1986
they formed 48.6 percent of a
total population of 715,000. Since
the 1976 the | HEHE D
“the: papalation-had.
clinesand the inereas
population between Emm to qu

'was higher (29 per cent).than the .

Indian increase of 22 per cent).
This trend has been due to a
.lower birth rate and to emigra-
tion. In the post-military coup
period there has been a massive
out migration of Fiji Indians. It
- has been estimated that between

- =]+ 1987 and 1989 some:20,000; ua. .

c,%% M

todests H.&m, dichbenind

sons of Indigh origin have left

Fiji. This in fact means that cur-
rently there is Indo-Fijian parity
in numbers with Ethnic Fijians, It

. is-estimated that i in the next two

years Ethnic Fijians will formthe
majority population of Fiji.
Nearly four fifth of the Indians
reside in Viti Levu,and less than
a fifth in Vanua Levu, with less

 than one HE.. o». one ﬁn_. on_z Om

ARy .e. ﬁ.. ‘...‘..
dians are ooumg. _
" ticular provinces. Ba is the most

-, ... -important Eoﬁnonbm Indian set-

tlement, containing justunder two

fifths of all Indians. The prov- -

inces of Ba, Macuata, Rewa and

Naitasiri contain over three quar-

ters of all Fiji Indians.
..E_n oSvswm_u in Fiji ?&E.

their ‘existence. “Indians were

- brought to Fiji for agricultural

purposes, but they were to soon

begin moving into urban centres, -
and today comprise slightly over -

fifty per cent of urban nomﬁoam in
Fijt.

As a community, woioﬁ_..
Indians still remain arural péople,
with slightly over sixty per cent

of.all Fiji Indians residing in rural
“areas. Rural Fiji Indians live in
settiernents, which are areas of. .

loose and scattered housing. The
post-indenture Indian society-in
Fiji did not acmmomﬁ the clus-
tered villa, illage patte

as-largely dus o’

acre allotments resulted in scat-
tered joint-farming household.

Economy 4

Indians are represented in most
occupationsin m.m.w Agriculture is
by far the most important, which -

nEEowom zowmw o wﬁdo:#om B

5& settled where land was avail-
-able for-leasing. The CSR’s 10

. vows are made in private (Nika)

: .Eo nnonoBun&E mnﬂco m_._H F&-..,,._” s

ans in 1976. In agriculture, Enw,
form the backbone of the sugar
industry as farmers, cane cutters, .

‘Iabourers, mill workersand trans-

port operators. Other industries

- where Indians are presentin large

numbers are wholesaling and
retailing, community and social
services, construction and manu-

Bmaw also work in m_.n"onom. mam

" as transport drivers, - salesmen,
&aﬁo& workets, technicians and

in the professions. © .
Although there are BB.Q In-

dian shop-owners’ and' increas-

qu.ﬁﬁoﬂw.ﬂdvﬂoggowno

not aonE..mS Eo ooozoﬂw .;o

_ The bulk of the m..aE: Indians no
" not own any land. As a.commu--
nity they own’ less than 3% of
Fiji’s land and are therefore de-
pendent tenants.

. Social System

The &33#« of the Fiji Indians

is reflected in the institutions of

family and- BEdumn While the
individual partners in marriage
today do have considerably more

.- say on matters of who they should
marry, relatives continue to influ-
ence the o:ouoa ?.Bum& mar-

wedding-ceremony isa no_eﬁma_
affair and occurs over a period of
several days. The Hindu cere-
mony culminates in the actual
marriage by a pundit in the
brightly coloured and brighdy lit,
Mandap. For a Muslim wedding,
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st “fun
sacial chord had been struck.
Elementsof the business commu-
nity funded the movement to
destabilise the new government.
(Plausible theories about the in-
- terest of the plotters of the coups

- are explored in Robertson (1988)

and Lal (1989).
For some business interests the
policy of the Coalition Govern-

(an Australian giant in monopo-
listic control of the gold Sacmav

_ had come under close scrutiny by
the Labour Party. After thecoups, .

. this company had come out in
strong supportof the new regime.

One significantpost-1987 elec-:

tion development was the focus
of political violence against all

. Fiji’sIndian population. Amonth...

before the first coup, a massive

destablisation campaign was put
in motion. This included firebom-
bing of properties belonging to
Indian lenders, businessmen and
farmers. In the immediate post-
coup period, Indians were sub-
jected to violence on the streets,
in full view of Fiji’s police and
army. Cases of looting, harrass-
ment, stonings, firebombings and
rapesincreased significantly. The
supposed guarantors of law and
order provided little protection to
Indians. It wasapparent, thatmany
of these incidents were condoned

mo:oi:.m the first om the coups.

Senior Indian and Fijian officers -

in the Police and the Military seen
to be sympathetic to the deposed
BavadraGovernment wereretired

or neutralised through internal -

procedures.
More importantly, however,

Indo-Fijians had lost all control

n:ﬁupma, a vouﬁ»u S

Bonn to E<omnmw8 their uornn& .

tvities o». Eovaﬂ.oHQoEganm_

riled Eﬂocmr muounow in the after-

3. mnto__a of Fiji’s mo:oo and.

..;__.“_Ea Emnnuoo econ &o political

process in the ‘aftermath of -the
coup. While the irdependence
constitution was thrown over-
board at the time of the coup, the
interim Government established
by the military has failed in in-
ducing a nitional nonmnsmcm. on”

- an-alternative constitution. .H.ro

draft constitution which has been
described as racist, mngonsbmn.
moaaprmnn Ea S.Emawcn rwm

. ﬂB_uoEmou ‘upon the Indo-Fijian
population. Such a constitution
..-will seek to give a preponderant

representation to Ethnic Fijians
and .arbitrary powers to a select

- elite of chiefs.

The country has been effectively

Haao.massm are noumﬂnno:m@.

absent although they continue to
be major contributors to Govern-
ment revenues as taxpayers.

In September, 1987 Colonel
Rabuka carried out a second coup,
presurnably against an accord
between the Governor General
Ratu Penaia Ganilau, the former
Prime Minister Ratu Mara and
the deposed Prime Minister Dr

Bavadra on an interim Qo<a5_. .

ment of national unity while Fiji

searched for political solutions.
A short military dominated

cabinet pushed Fiji into m_d»non

boycottts 568& by >zmn.mrw=

and New Nnm_mna unions, flight
of Indian capital and resources
and increased political repercus-

—im

sion began to take theircombined

toll. Fiji’s ‘lapse of membership,
.. of the Commonwealth’ com- |
- pounded economic and political

worries of the military regime

which had pushed Fiji into
Republican status. §E%Mmo mﬂ%
public consultation.’ R A
A change in composition of
Government occurred in Decem-
ber of the same year when the
mQBan >Em=nn Prime Minister,
wmi Mara took over the Prime -
"Ministership underthe Presidency

:of the former Governor General,

‘Ratu Penaig Ganilau, Rabuka
mm..EE& the @onmoro of Minister

unomo:amw >8_no= EoBcanw
~ of two Indian- ministers in this
cabinet’ wﬁ flone little to reassure
Indo-Fijiatis: of -their’ political
rights. One:of the:Ministers of a
newly created Ministry of Indian
Affairs, Mrs. Irene Narayan was
a nomnﬁom Zumnnn op:&&wﬂo in

g::mﬁ.. Om Ooovnnmncom is one
of the wealthiermembers of Fiji’s
Indian business elite. But fhe is
=2§a&.<8%ooﬁnmaoamgao.
Fijians.

Countries like the United King-
dom and toa lesser extent Austra-
lia, welcomed this change in
Government with the restoration
of aid. United Kingdom has re-
stored full aid, including military

training assistance. Hs the period

" thereafter, Fiji' has developed

greater ties with France and Ja-
pan, both of which"have impor-
tant mn.w"ama E_n bo_ﬁom._ inter-

portto ncmEo: its umo_mnong
the 00380:80&? Much of the
new assistance Has been directed

‘at strengthening its military

forces.

Within the Commonwealth,
opinion appears to have shifted in
favour of the' current regime,

£
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Tenants Act (ALTA) begin to

expire in 1991, After the political -
setbacks from thecoup, itishighly
unlikely that the Indian leader-
ship will be in a position from
which to bargain foranew Act.In
fact many observers feel that
current impasse will be prolonged

-%

so as to keep the Indian"Teader-

a:caﬁ%uhamoaﬁ caoaSmoao

in various arends of the colonizl society
and when their call for acommon roil for
all people in Fiji wis rejected by the
whites and Fijian chiefs, they: walked .
out of the Legislative Council.
‘Incidently, a few days after the first
coup in 1987 the Indian and Fijian min-
isters and backbenchers of the deposed
govermment were forcefully separated

3 theMilitary. This action symbolized

in na:ﬁ?..: 5__... ZEBQ [ ER.EB of

2 @ﬁ,@%ﬁ

| 9. S\B\ ZaEE is ,wnas_. Lec-

Conclusion
The struggle by Fiji Indians for
~ their birthright and dignity has

been terminated by the barrel of
the gun. Political terms and con-
ditions to a land-poor Indian
population will be dictated by
_those who wield the gun. Given

. this E.o&nmagn it is hardly. sur-:"

prising that many Indo-Fijians
have left, Fiji and others are seek-
ing ways of getting out. For them,
one hundred and ten years of
sacrifice for a better future and an
enormous amount of investment

- of labour and capital, tears, sweat

and blood will have come to
nought.
However, most Fiji Indian farm-
ers and workers willnotbe able to
emigrate and deprived of articu-
late leaders they are liable to end
up where their forefathers had
begun. Denied basic citizenship
dm_:m they will become a class of
captive bonded ioﬁwoam and farm-
s, .H.Em m:: o:
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